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PREFACE. 


UCH is the curioſity of the mind, 
ſuch its love of novelty, and deſire 
of l knowing what has been done, and < 
is doing in the world, that authors have 

found their account, in ranſacking the 
ſtores of antiquity, collecting the tranſ- | 
actions of modern times, and even call- 


ing in fiction to their aid, for the pub- | 
lic entertainment. 


There is this difference FO ID -fa- 
cred and prophane hiſtory, that the lat- 
ter is often dubious, often mixed with 
fable, often miſrepreſented, often unin- 

4A 2 tereſting, 


* It is allowed, that there are in the ſcripture, 
parables and allegorical repreſentations ; but I pre- 
ſume, none without ſufficient intimation, that an 
eee 18 . I can readily underiland, alſo, 


how 
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* 


tereſting, often amuſing rather than in- 
ſtructive, and often rendered pernicious, 8 
5 N 2 
how an allegory may conſiſt with the language of z 
poetry ; but to ſuppoſe its inſertion, without any 
previous caution, in plain narrative, ſeems to me 
greatly to unſettle the meaning of the ſcripture- 5 
hiſtory. I confeſs myſelf, therefore, not a little 
| ſurprized, at a hint of the Rev. Dr. Price (in his 
faſt-day ſermon, from the ſame text with that page 
171 of this volume) that the converſation, be- 
tween the Lord and Abraham, concerning Sodom, 
was a © parabolical repreſentation,” contrived after 
the Eaſtern manner, p. 7.—Indeed the Doctor ac- 
 knowledges it was founded on real fats,” only 
* diſguiſed and veiled by a mixture of allegory,” 
but he has given us no rules, whereby to diſtinguiſh 
between the fact and the diſguiſe. —It is not a love 
of contradiction, but a regard to what I conceive 
to be the truth, that moves nie to animadvert 
upon a ſermon, the benevolent deſign of which 
will be obvious to all its readers. As the Doctor 
tells us, his remarks “ ſhould be attended to, in 
« reading many of the other accounts in this 
«© book of Geneſis,” p. 8. I ſuppoſe it may be 
applied to every inſtance, wherein Jehovah is ſpo- 
ken of, as having had perſonal intercourſe with his 
creatures. Let us then apply it to the flory, of 
Abraham offering up Laac. According to Dr. Price's 
theory, here is a mixture of fa and allegory, 
after the manner of the Oriental nations in 
e ancient times.“ The allegory 15, that God. 
Tl commanded 


fa 
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by excuſing the bad actions of men — 
5 exalting their power at the expence of 
5 * their 
5 commanded Abraham to ſacrifice his ſon, and 
N Abraham obeyed. But what is the matter of fact, 
concealed underneath ? Why it is only ſuppoſing, 
That Abraham and his fon were upon buſineſs, 
« in the land of Moriah —that Iſaac ſickened there 
„ of the ſmall-pox, or ſome malignant fever — 
c that, reduced to the point of death, Abraham, 
« in the temper of his mind, reſigned him to 
« the will of God — that God reſtored Iſaac, to 
ce the comfort of his aged father—and that Moſes, 
IT willing to make the moſt of the fact, deſcribed 
% it in Erne highly allegorical, after the Ori- 
„ ental manner.” — By this means the ſtory may, | 
without difficulty, be diveited of the di/zui/e, in 
which it is preſumed to appear before the public. 
But ſeriouſly, does not this indefinite introduction 
of fact and allegory, into the facred hiſtory, give 
writers a liberty, of making the Bible ſpeak juſt 
what they pleaſe ?. Does it not put an argument into 
the mouths of infidels, “ That even the advocates 
for the Bible deny not, that its hiſtory is next 
« to impoſſible to be decyphered ?” Does it not, 
moreover, weaken, if not totally undermine, the 
miraculous evidence adduced, in favour of divine 
revelation ; and lead to the concluſion, that the 
promiſes made to Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob=thi 
appearance of God to Moles, r which his miſ- 
fion was founded — the divine inſpiration of the 
Prophets, who profeſs to have received a ipecial 
commillion 
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* 
their humanity — and, under the varniſn 
of encomium, concealing facts, which 


ought to be tranſmitted to poſterity as 
infamous, —Sacred hiſtory, on the other 
hand, as recorded in the holy ſcriptures, 


may not only be proved the moſt cer- 
tain and conſiſtent relation of paſt events, 
and thoſe as remote as the origin of 
time, but treats the characters handed 
down, with that freedom trom bias and 
prejudice, which recommends it to every 
one, ſincerely deſirous of knowing things 
as they happened; and is, moreover, a. 
wiſe ſelection of examples, calculated too) 


illuſtrate and enforce thoſe truths, which 
revelation uniformly teaches, to be near- 


ly connected with the preſent welfare, 
and eternal felicity of mankind — profit- 
able for dottrine, for reproof, for correc 


: tion and inſtruction in righteouſneſs. + 
In an age, therefore, wherein lo muck 


of 


commiſſion from God; and the like facts, did not. 
happen as recorded in the abord of Cod; but are a 


compound of fact and aliegory ; and that (as a 


Deiſt would ſay) © We know not what is fact, 


"ON and what 1s A. bulous 525 


= 2 Tim, i. 16, 
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PREFACE. vn 


of the Athenian fondneſs of hearing ſome- 


thing new prevails; wherein ſo many 


5 frivolous productions are dignified with 
the title of hiſtory, and read with ap— 


probation; wherein the embeliiſhments of 


language are ſo frequently proſtituted, 

fred the corruptions of the heart, and 
deprave the morals. of our youth, an 
attempt to engage the attention to the 


divine oracles, and ſuggeſt reflections 


which; may be conducive to profit, will, 
I truſt, be received with candor, 


It has been my aim to give wa nar- 
ration, faithfully as it ſtands in the 


Bible, and at the ſame time, in as . 
ing a dreſs as I could. — Sometimes 2 
. ſtory, with the remarks upon 


has been found ſufficient for a diſ- 
p39 90 at other times, [ have arranged 


ſeveral hiſtories under one general head, 
becauſe they are a confirmation, of the 


general truth therein contained. — Every 
particular hiſtory will not be expected, 
within the compaſs of theſe volumes.— 
The moſt remarkable are not omitted. 


If the peruſal of this work yields ſa- 
tisfaction to its promoters; if It is 2 


means, 
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means, in the hands of God, of awaken- 
ing any careleſs ſinner - directing any 


humble enquirer — ediſying the body of 
Chriſt, by perſuading to a more com— 


poſed truſt in him, attended with a more 


lively zeal in his ſervice- and, of courſe, 
bringing glory to God, my end will be 
_ anſwered — I ſhall not have run in vain, 


nor laboured in vain. 


> 0.63 a 


BRRATA 


Pig 5 52, line 6, read ev er. 
86, I. 5, r. obey, 
92, I. 11, r. ſichrefſes, 
10, I. 27, r. if they do not, &c. 
127, I. 7, of the note, r. Safbab. 


212, I. 3, I, of a parent. 
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$9 God created man in his own image. 


HEN a perſon has loſt an unknown 
Y Y ſum of money, in order to eſtimate 
his affairs juſtly, and calculate the great- 
neſs of his loſs, it is proper to look back 
and conſider what he was previouſly worth, 
And if he is reduced to poverty, the conſi- 
deration of his former affluence and pre- 
ſent neceſſity, may be a means of ſpurring 
him up to that diligence and activity, which 
are neceſſary to retrieve his affairs. Any 
one, then, who endeavours to poſſeſs him 
of an opinion, that his circumſtances are 
as good as they ever were— that all is well, 
and he need not be alarmed or anxious, is 
nat the diſtreſſed man's friend. He buoys 
Oy * we 


NINE — es + _ 
_ 


in ſuch a ſtrain? 


2 The image of God in man. 


him up with a falſe hope —he deludes bin 
and prevents his benefit. 
To apply this to my preſent deſign.— 


We have never had a perſonal experience 


of the dignity of man in his primitive 


ſtate. That we may the better know, 
therefore, the greatneſs of the loſs ſuſ- 
tained by the fall, it is proper to collect 


all the deſcriptions we can find, of that 


ſtate from which our firſt parents and 
their offspring fell. 


A thorough acquain- 
tance with theſe facts, will lead us, to ſee 


an amazing difference, between human na- 
ture now, and the ſtate in which it was at 
| firſt formed; and have a further effect, to 
excite to a ſerious enquiry after that great 
ſalvation, which raiſes ſinners to a ſtate even 
more glorious, than that which they loſt. 
No conſiderate perſon will doubt, that 
this is a deſirable temper of mind. — He, 
therefore, who attempts to perſuade us, 
that we have not fallen ſo low as the 
ſcripture repreſents, or that man was not 


at firſt ſo glorious a creature as it deſ- 
cribes, would do well to reflect, whether 
he is the friend of mankind by talking 
Whether ſuch talk has 

ö . not 


As 
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Diſ. 1. The image of God in man. 3 


not a tendency to make men eaſy in ſin, 


from a fond imagination that their favou- 


rite indulgences are not ſinful? Whether 
it does not blind their eyes, with an high 


conceit of their own excellencies — cauſe 


them to think lightly of Chriſt — and ſet 
aſide the earneſtneſs of the ſoul, in the 
awful concerns of religion? 


That it has had this effect, is clear 


from obſervation.— They who have gone 


fartheſt, in denying original ſin, have ever 


been the moſt forward to apologize for 
their own. faults —the leaſt ſenfible of 
their own defects — and the leaſt ſolicit- 
ous, about the purifying influence of in- 
ward and experimental religion; while 
thoſe, whom grace has made ſenſible of 
their innate depravity, have voluntarily 


acknowledged, and humbly lamented their 


imperfections, and gloried in the goſpel, 
as a ſuitable relief tor wretched and help- 


leſs creatures. 


The effe& of each ſyſtem of principles 


is quite natural. — But for the moſt ſatis- 


factory account of the matter in debate, 


let us conſult the oracles of truth. —Tn Wo 


this chapter we are favoured, with the 


B 2 | moſt 


4 The image of God in man. Dif. 2. 


moſt ancient and authentic relation, of 
the creation of this world, and the for- 
mation of man its nobleſt inhabitant — _ 


that God created man in his own image. — 


And methinks we pay no compliment to 


our own diſcernment, to have low ideas 
of that Image, — What a grand and auguſt 


view mult it give of the original ſtate of 


man, to be told that God made him 


with his own hand, and in his own like- 
It may be profitable to enlarge 


neſs! - 
here, and endeavour to ſhew. vou, 


I. Wherein, ſcripture declares, this i image 
of God conſiſted, After which 


W 1 ſhall make a obſervations, for 
our improvement of the ſubject, 


I Then, in conſidering wherein this 
image of God conſiſted, it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that its principal though not only 
reference is to the ſoul of man, — Hig 
body was formed of the ſame materials 
as the brute creation; and though a more 
elegant ſtructure, yet till is duſt, His 
ſoul bore the reſemblance of its maker, in 
many reſpects, ſome faint traces of which 
do yet remain. As | 


1. That 
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1. That it is /piricual and rational, — 
What a ſpirit is, indeed, we know not; 
nor is there any thing we underſtand leſs, 
than the nature of the ſoul within us, and 
how it pervades and actuates the body. But 
this we are informed, that God is a ſpi- 
rit, * and when he faſhioned man, he _— 
ed into him the breath or ſpirit of life, 
inference from which account is, that rg 
ſoul is an immaterial principle, diſtin& 
from the body, and ſo bears the reſem- 
blance of the father of ſpirits, — What 
principle actuates the brutes, we alſo are 
ignorant :of, Scripture ſpeaks of the ſpirit 
of a beaſt, in an inferior and more con- 
fined ſenſe of the expreſſion. But there is 
ſomething, which abundantly diſtinguiſhes 
the ſpirit of man, and ſets it above every 
part of this lower creation, that it is a 
rational ſoul, capable of comparing and 
_ judging, of chuſing and determining, of 
perceiving the beauty of ſome, and the de- 
formity of other things. Reaſon is a ſpark 
of the Divinity infuſed into the mind, — 
By it we claim affinity with the ſkies, —- 
God is the fountain of knowledge; and 
83 -. he 
John iv. 24. d Gen. ii. 7. Eccles, ili. 21. 


U 


6 The image of Ged in man. Diſ. 1. 


he hath taught u5 more than the beaſts of 


the earth. He is wiſe in heart; and hath 
made us wiſer than the owls of heaven." 


There is alſo, 
2. Another particular, wherein this like- 


neſs to God conſiſts. Our ſouls are immor- 
tal, — As God himſelf is everlaſting, fo he 


has formed the ſoul capable of living for 
ever. The Bible deſcribes this property 
very emphatically, by the ſpirit of a beaſt 
going downward to the eerth, and the 
ſpirit of a man going upward.* The one 


periſhes, the other ſurvives the diſſolution 


of the body. — There is reaſon to conclude, 
from the very nature of the rational ſoul 
that, as it is a principle diftint from, ſo 
its deſtruction is not neceſſarily connected 


with that of the body. Our bodies are in. 
a continual flux, ** from that never-ceaſing 
« attrition which there is in every part 
« of them.” It may be proved, that we 
have not the ſame, identical, body now, 
that we had a few years ago. But our 
remembrance of paſt times evinces, that 


we have the ſame ſoul, And why may 


not 
4 Job xxxv. 11. Eccles. 1. 21. 
f Butler's Analogy, part i. chap. 1. 


PB 
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not this ſoul exiſt, when the body periſhes? 
„ We fee by experience, that men may 
„ loſe their limbs, their organs of ſenſe, 
* and even the greateſt part of their bo- 
« dies, and yet remain the ſame living 
« agents;” and yet be able to talk, to 
reaſon and to remember. Why then may 
not the principle of reflection ſurvive the 
wreck of the body, and live for ever? The 

Bible puts it paſt a doubt. Chriſt Jeſus 
hath brought life and immortality to light by 
his goſpel. That which philoſophy could 
but teebly conjecture, and had, at beſt, 
but an imperfe& and uncertain notion of, 
is here cleared up; that though mortality 
has entered into our frame, and we expect 
to leave this world, yet ſomewhere or other, 
we ſhall be to all eternity. This lamp of 
life ſhall never be exhauſted, but be fed 
and upheld in exiſtence for ever. 

3. Another part, of the i Image and lke- 
neſs of God in man, conſiſted in holineſs,— 
God himſelf is holy, and it is impoſſible 
but what he does muſt be holy. He is 


righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 1 


bis works; and as the rational nature of 
1 B4::- man 
8.2 Tim. i. 10. u Pſalm cxl. 17. 


| 8 The image of Cod in nan. Dil. 15 


man made him accountable for his con- 
duct, it is impoſſible, without great in- 
juſtice to the attributes of God, to ſup- 
poſe that he formed the ſoul of man, 
without inclining it to holineſs. Accord— 
ingly, the Apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of the 
i] renovation of the mind after the image- 
ll of God, deſcribes it as created in riphte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs." — In this, indeed, '.\ 
the chief part of the likeneſs of the hu- . | 
| man nature to God conſiſted, God is glo- 
9 it rious in holineſs,* and man, bis creature, 
„ 

| 


- was like him, glorious, Hence Solomon 
| aſſures us, that God made man upright." 
His underſtanding was clear and unbiaſ- 
ſed by prejudice, ſo that he could diſcern: 
the beauty of holineſs; and, when his. 
. duty was preſented to him, he at once 
perceived it. His. will was ſubmiſſive to. 
| God's will; to be and do whatever the 
Lord pleaſed, and, without any conſtraint, 
* he choſe the commands of his Maker, His: 
| affections were ſet upon God and things 
divine. He loved prayer, and praiſe, and. 
communion with God. He meditated on 
him, and his meditations of him were ſweet, 
1 His 


| i Eph. iv. 246: k Ex. xy. 1 1. I Eccl. vii. 29. 
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His inferior appetites and paſſions were 
in ſubjection to reaſon, the candle of the 
Lord, And his practice, whether he eat or 
drank, or whatſoever he did, was directed 
to the glory of God.“ — It is evident, that 
man was not incapable of falling, as he 
did fall. But we cannot, conſiſtently with 
God's juſtice, ſuppoſe him to have made a 


3 rational creature otherwiſe than holy, Let 
it be admitted, that man was a free-agent, 


and it will follow that he was holy,"— 
Let it be admitted that God gave him a 
law, and the duty of man, as the offspring 
of God, was to obey that law, and it ne- 
55 ceſſarily- follows, that he had powers and 
faaculties equal to the obedience required, 
ZZ - that is, was an holy creature, — And then, 
4. He was happy alſo, — God himſelf 
is infinite and unchanging happineſs, and 
he is good to all, his tender mercies are 
over all his works.“ The earth is filled 
F with his love; and, when he created man, 
= he diffuſed nen through his whole 
5 By frame, 


1 Cor. . 31. 
e, The will chat is free from an reſtraint, will 
« invariably lead to virtue.” Dr. PRICE. 
o Pſalm cxly, 5 


io The image of God in man. PÞif, ts 


| 

| i frame, This will in part follow from. 
"i what has. been already. ſuggeſted. The 
| | foul of man was in perfect harmony — no 
| j part jarring, or out of order—like a mu- 
. [ ſical inſtrument, every ſtring of which is 3 
Wl | in tune, there was no untoward paſſion to 
5 create diſcord, or irregular affection to diſ- 
| tract and rend the ſoul aſunder. His mind. 
1 was fixed upon God as its principal delight. 
| | Formed for the company of the Moſt High, 
| | | he drank daily out of the fountain of live 


[| ing waters. The Lord indulged him wit. 


| his preſence, and delighted over him to do 
1 im good. Muit he not then have been 
1 happy? To add to his felicity his body was. 
ſtrong and healthy — free from pain, lan- 
guor or uneaſineſs, and adjuſted ſo as not 
to be an incumbrance upon the mind. 
He had none of the ſeeds or ſymptoms b 
of death; nor felt any of thoſe maladies | 
that fleſh is now heir to, — The place alſo, 
in which Adam dwelt by the appoint=- | 
ment of God (the garden of Eden) was 
exquiſitely contrived to promote his plea- 
ſure, It is called, by way of eminence, 
The garden of the Lord, The air was ten- 
pr and falubrious z free from chilling; 
amps, 
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Diſ. 1. The image of God in man, It 


damps, and noxious vapours. The earth 


brought forth fruits of excellent flavour, 
and in a rich abundance, with the tilling, 


but without the painful toil and burden- 
ſome fatigue of the cultivator. No thorns 


or briars infeſted the ground—no poiſon- 


ous plant to breed diſeaſes or death. — It 


was ſtored with trees, of every neceſſary 
and ſuitable kind, — From the midſt of. 


the garden, a pleaſant fountain ſpread its 


agreeable ſtreams, through four different. 


channels.— And near at hand ſtood the tree 


of life, the property of which, from its 


name, is conjectured to have been, that 


whenever the man eat of it, it gave him 
freſh vigor, that ſo he migkt live for 


ever. But of all the trees of the garden 
he might freely eat, one only excepted, 
— Such was the garden of Eden,— Such 
the terreſtrial paradiſe, —To make it the 


more agreeable, it was ſtocked with birds 
and beaſts, who had no power to hurt, 
but were in perfect ſubmiſſion. Man was 
lord of them all. They were entirely 
at his will. And, as a token of his pro- 


perty in them, whatſoever he called them, 
chat was their name. — And, yet further, 


5 6 15 that 


— 2 


12 The image of God in man. Dif. 1. 


that the man might not be alone, the 
Lord provided him a companion of the 
ſame nature with himſelf. Male and: 
female created he them. The woman 
was formed out of the "hs and given to- 
him. | 


— 
— _ 
3 < . wo be a —— Pap 
3 3 2 . — 2 nn — 3 8 
* 


IF Grace was in all her ſteps. Heaven in her eye. 


| bi cc In every geſture, dignity and love:” 
it [} * MILTON. 
ll [| In ſhort, he was bappy— And happineſs 
| 1 be would have enjoyed for ever perhaps 
for ever in this world — perhaps, after ſome 
| jl | years of probation, have been removed to” . 
1 a till happier world. This, at leaſt, has | 
been an opinion entertained, You ſee, from 1 
the whole, how indulgent a father the Lord 
I was to our firſt parents, At this time, they © 
; knew no ſorrow—no anguiſh of heart or | 
"i depreſſion of ſpirits no troubles or fearfuk =#F 
| Bi apprehenſions —— no terror or unealinels; 4 
1 They ſlept, and their fleep refreſhed them. 
14 They eat and drank, and both agreed 
Il with them, Their work was their plea- 
[ ſure, They loved their Creator, and loved 
if one another. They fang bymns to God, 


and committed themſelves to his care. 
And the Lord (by ſome vilible manifeſta- 
| tion 


Diſ. 1. The image of Cod in man; x7 


tion of himſelf) walked in the garden, 
and converſed with them. — So, though 

made @ little lower than the Angels, they 

were crowned with glory and honour ——— 

And when the Lord ſaw the work, whic 

he bad ſo exquiſitely. conſtructed in - 
reſemblance of himſelf, he bleſſed it, pro- 
' nounced it very good, and refted on the 

feventh day and was refreſhed, a that is, 
pleaſed with the en of his hands. 
| —Let us now | oo, 


. Attempt ſome obſervations, 85 our 
W improvement of this hiſtory, And here, 
= 1. I cannot help putting up a figh, 
upon the reflection of what man was, 
compared with what he now is. — The 
deſcription I have endeavoured at, is that 
of the golden age of the world; of its 
ſtate before the fall. That fall, alas! 
has marred the whole, One tree we have 
hinted, and only one, was forbidden our 
_ firſt parents. Concerning that, it was 
faid, ye Hall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye 
_ touch it, teſs ye die.” No injunction could 
be more reaſonable z, nor, one would have 
thought, 
? Palm viii. 5. 1 Exod. XXXb 17. * Gen. iii. 3, 
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14 The image of God in man. Dil. 1. 


thought, eaſier kept. And yet that com- 
mand they broke, — Satan envied their 
happineſs, which reminded him- of what 
he had irrecoverably loſt. He knew that 
the only method to deſtroy it, would be 
to lead them to provoke their God, Sin 
1s God's only provocation. The Devil 
beguiled Eve to eat of the forbidden 
fruit, He perſuaded her, that it was 
pleaſant to the eyes, and a tree to be de- 
fired to make one wiſe, *—Graſping at the 
| ſhadow, the ſubſtance ſlipped from her, — 
Aſpiring after more knowledge than was 
meet, ſhe took of the tree and did eat.— 
She allured her huſband, and he alſo eat. 


_ «© Earth felt the wound, and nature from her ſeat. 

« Sighing, thro? all her works, gave ſigns of woe, . 
That all was loft,” | MiLTOX. 
They eat, and their eyes were opened. 
—— They ſaw they were naked; they. 
felt they had offended, and hid them- 
ſelves from the preſence of the Lord among 
the trees of the garden. —We have all 
experienced the baneful effects of their 
tranſgreſſion.— Adam, as the natural head, 
was the public repreſentative alſo of his. 
race. 


+ Gen, ii. 6. Gen. iii, 8. 
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wretched - 
of the ſovereign of the world — rebels 


Dif, 1. The image of God in man. 15 


race. By ſin he loſt his holineſs, and 
forfeited his happineſs. He could not 


tranſmit to his poſterity that of Which. 
he was not himſelf poſſeſſed, Hence, by 
his guilt and our own, we, his deſcen- 


dants, are become criminal, depraved and. 
-expoled to the reſentment. 


againſt heaven, and the tame drudges of 


the prince of darkneſs—the prey of ma- 
lignant appetites and paſſions — born unto. 
trouble, and unto death —and in danger 
of everlaſting deſtruction in a future ſtate 
of exiſtence. Such are the trophies of. 


the victory, fin has gained over the hu- 


man race, — It has ſlain its thouſands” and. 
ten thouſands, and thall we tamper with. 


it? It has ſpread: devaſtation over the 


world, and ſhall we hug it as a friend ? 
Think of what man was, and would have 


been. Think of what we feel —of what. 


we expet—and of the miſery reſerved for 


the finally impenitent. How juſt the in- 


ference, that the wages of fin is death !* 


Should we not, therefore, deteſt ſin, as 
our greateſt enemy? Affecting cafe, that 

„ mankind 
+ v. 7. ” Rom. vi. 23. 


16 The image of God in man. Diſ. 1h 


mankind diſlike the diſtreſs, but not. the 
cauſe of that diſtreſs ! — They. groan, and 
are in an agony, and yet graſp the wea- 
pon that has wounded. them, unwilling 
to let it go, and even wounding them 
ſelves with it afreſh, — Such is the tolly 
of the mind. — Let us drop a tear over 
the infatuation of human nature, and 
mourn the ravages of ſin: at the fame 
time that, in the 

2. Place, We bleſs God for the ample # 
relief the goſpel has provided for fallen 
man. —The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head. So ran the promiſe of 
a deliverer, made to our firſt parents, — 
God, who might have abandoned the hu- 
man race, has in mercy revealed a won 
drous ſcheme, to counteract the deſigns. 
of the devil for the ruin of. mankind, 
He has laid help on one mighty to ſave, | 
and appointed his own ſolg to be made. 
in the likeneſs of fintul fleſh, at once to 1 
condemn fin,” and to ſave his people from 
- tit. — This is a ſalvation, I moſt heartily 
recommend to you, as a ſovereign reme- 
dy for the evils. and diſorders | we have 
1 


Dif. T1. The image of God in man. 17 


ſpoken of. It never failed, in the event, | 
perfectly to cure, all thoſe who tried it. 
Jeſus hath died, and there is peace made 
by the blood of his croſs — fin is pardon- 
ed — God's juſtice reconciled —and a new 
and living way opened, whereby the Moſt 
High is diſcovered to be the believing 
ſinner's facher and God. This ſalvation 
delivers from the tyranny and defilement 
of luſt and corruption, It raiſes the 
ſpiritually dead —alarms the fecure — 
ſanctifies the depraved heart —gives a 
taſte and reliſh for the things of God, 
and excites to an hatred and diſlike, of 
that which is impure and unholy, It 
inclines to prayer — to love God and his 
word — to believe on the ſon of God; 
and yield the foul, to his direction and 
government. It comforts and ſupports, 
through this weariſome world — is a cor- 
dial under the ſenſe. of ſin, and under the 
hard preſſure of worldly trials — makes 
affliction appear comparatively. light, and 
death the chriſtian's friend. It takes the 
ſanctified ſoul to heaven — raiſes the body 
from the grave — and glorifies both in the 
image of God, and the likeneſs of Chriſt 
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18 The image of God in man, Dif. 1, 


Jeſus. All this,- and infinitely more, is 


implied in the chriſtian ſalvation. Let 
me aſk, which do we chuſe, which ſeri- 
ouſly wiſh for, which uniformly purſue, 


the happineſs of belonging to Jeſus, and 
being ſaved by him, or the miſery of 
living and dying in fin? What has been 
ſaid teaches us, that either we muſt be 


holy and happy, or ſinful and wretched 


and as chriſtianity is the only method re- 


vealed, for our recovery from the con- 


ſequences of the fall, may we not infer 
the indiſpenſable neceſſity of ſeeking this 


bleſſing according to the plan there chalked 
out? And, of courſe, that all who are 


indifferent about the great ſalvation, are 


in the road to certain deſtruction ? — 


Happy they, who are brought to a right 


_ diſcernment of this weighty truth, through 


the power and grace of God's Holy Spi- 
rit! — Happy they, who watch daily at wiſ- 
dom's gates, and wait at the poſts of her doors! 


He that findeth her, findeth life, and ſhall 


obtain favour of the Lord. — But he that 
fenneth againſt her, wrongeth his own ſoul; 
all they that hate her love death.* 
e Tons. 

Prov. vill. 34, 35, 36. | 


DISCOURSE U. 


Adam, where art thou? 


Gexes1s iii. 9. 


Ard the Lord God called unto 4 and 
ſaid unto him, Where art. - thaw * 


-ROM a deſcription of the image of - 
God in man, attempted in the for- 


mer diſcourſe, the tranſition is natural, 


to an enquiry into the effects of our 
fall, from that ſtate of felicity, The in- 
veſtigation of this will enhance the value 
of the remedy revealed; and to ſuch an 
e my text obviouſly leads us. 
It is a queſtion propoſed by God 
himſelf, who, pitying the ſituation of our 
firſt parents, made himſelf known to them, 
in a manner that, perhaps, they were be- 
fore accuſtomed to; and accoſting them 
with his uſual familiarity, called to them 

both, 


20 Adam, where art thou ? Dif. 2. 


both, as partaking of human nature, 
„Adam, where art thou?“ : 
It cannot be reafonably ſuppoſed, that 
God was unacquainted with their crime, 
or called rhrough want of information, — 
The enquiry was rather intended to lead 
them to ſerious examination, and a re- 
flection on the ſtate into which they had 
plunged themſelves. And it directs us 
to afk, | 

I. In what ſtate ' were they, at this 
time, to occaſion the . Where 
art thou? And, 


II. What may be inferred from the 
manner in which the queſtion was pro- 
poſed | 5 


I. In what ſtate were they at this 
time, to occaſion the enquiry, © Niere 
art thou 2'*— The only threatening an- 
nexed to the prohibition, of eating of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
was, In the day that thas eateſt thereof, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die; or, as ſome have 
_ tranſlated the phraſe in ſtrict agreement 
with the original, 5 Dying thou ſhalt die.“ 
— An. 


— 


a . ii. 17. 4 


Piſ. 2. Adam, where art thon ? 21 


— An expreſſion however more ſtriking, 
more comprehenſive, or more ſignificant of 
the fatal effects of diſobedience, could not 
have been pitched upon.—Take the word 
death in its common acceptation, and it 
ſignifies that change, which makes our 
very frame to ſhudder. — Compare its ſe- 
veral acceptations in ſcripture, with what 
fact points out to us, of the fulfilment 
of the threatening, and much more will 
appear than is, at furt view, ſuſpected to 
be contained in it. As 


1. That Adam and Eve became 150 
and ſpiritually dead. — And this 3 
ed, not only in purſuance of the threat- 
ening, but as the direct and neceſſary 
truit of their ſin. To be carnally minded, 
is death,” an Apoltle tells us; and, alſo, 
that there is a ſenſe in which ſuch as live 
in unlawful indulgences, are dead even while 
they live. The ſoul may retain the exerciſe 

| 8 ; 
of its ratic.. faculties, and yet the under- 
ſtanding, the eye of the mind, be ſo blind- 
ed by irregular propenſities and paſſions, as, 
under their direction, to influence the will, 
to chuſe that which is evil, and refuſe chat- 
which 


» Rom. viii. 6 ; 1 Tim. v. 6. 


22 Adam, where art tou? Dif. 2, 


which is good. — Hence our firſt parents, 
who before ſo ardently deſired the preſence 
of their God, having fallen from their up- 
rightneſs, hid themſelves from the preſence 
of the Lord among the trees of the garden.“ 
Guilt, no doubt, had its ſhare in ex- 
_ citing them to that ſtep; but this was 
not all. An ingenuous mind, having com- 
mitted a fault, is not ſatisfied without con- 
feſſing it, and, inſtead of flying from the 
injured party, will ſeek his face, and mani- 
feſt grief for the offence given. But he that 
doetſi evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved.* 
By attempting to conceal themſelves, then, 
they diſcovered a reluctance to take ſhame 
for their offence, and, of courſe, that they 
were unwilling to part with fin, and had 
loſt their original re&itude. — This thought 
will be farther ftrengthened, by obſerving 
the behaviour of each, when forced to 
appear. — Could they deny the fact? 
No. — Could they plead ignorance of their 
duty? No. —— What apology do they 
bring? They throw the blame off them- 
ſelves — the man upon the woman, and 
- „% 
« Gen. iii. 8. John iii. 20. 


* 


Diſ. 2. Adam, where art thu? 23 


upon God who 070 her — the woman 


upon the ſerpent.— If they were innocent 
wherefore did they | hide? If they were 


guilty, why do they fly in the face of 
their Maker, and refuſe the humble ac- 
knowledgement of their crime ? Did not 


their frivolous excuſes, and particularly 
the charge exhibited againſt their Creator, 


teſtify that, having parted with their in- 


nocence, they were filled with pride and 
enmity to God? That they had defaced 
the divine image, which was the ſpiritual | 


life of their ſouls? And that, being 


alienated from the life of God, they had 


no taſte for the company of infinite pu- 
rity ? - 


« provoked another's reſentment, often 
cc 


cc 


to hate him for the evil he expects 
“ in return.“ This reaſoning ſeems to 
have had its full force, in the caſe of 
Adam and Eve. — They could not walk 


with God, for they were at variance with _. 


him — There could be no friendly inter- 
| courſe, between them and the Deity, be- 


cauſe 
4 Sterne” $ Sermon on forgiveneſs of injuries. 
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—* The conſciouſneſs of having 


excites the aggreſſor to keep before- 
„ hand with the man he has hurt, and 


— ——— 


rr _— 


—— — 


— E —V— ⁵ 
— — * 
TC 


— A TRIO Ir . Tg Fog, Poe 


— 
—_ — — 2 — — = 
2 gn Lows 4 * 
—— —— — K 
. —— — — — 
r — — 
_ * * — 


__ I ERS — 

— *; —— — — _ 
— — 
= — res — ' a 

2 — RE EE 

72 27 - wy 

— 2 * 
% c "6 ey 

1 > "IS... 7 

3 

> 


— — — — — —— 
— — vi 
<<. <bean ers 


— 
PE a — — 
Te art 41 —- — 
- — 2 — pe — 
2 - : -” : . 
— 1 


* — — , 
Narr 
— - — — : 
> — 
CCS cats ein , _ 
. — 
o Dn AS" 8 


24 Adam, where art thon ? Dif. 2. 


cauſe their minds were oppoſite to hit .. 
— And thus diſunited from the fountain 
of holineſs, they fell an eaſy prey to fierce 
and diabolical tempers, and to Satan the 
ſpirit that worketh in the children of diſo- 
bedience.* Alas! To what a ſtate of de- 


pravity were they reduced | —In every 


reſpect the reverſe of that glory and ho- 


nour with which they were crowned, when 
firſt produced out of the mould of na- 
ture, is it not aptly denominated a death 


in treſpaſſes and fins S — Again, : 

2, They loſt a great part of that haps a 
pineſs, with which God, their maker, had 
endowed them. So the ſentence is explain- 
ed in the context. — The woman was ad- 


judged to bear children in ſorrow. The 


ground was curſed for their ſakes; and, 
the more to annoy them, en ee to 


bring forth thorns and briars. — The air 


became agitated by tempeſts, impregnated 
with noxious vapours, and expoled to the 
inclemencies of heat and cold.-—The human 


; body was rendered ſubject to diſorder and 


diſtreſs. —Pain, ſickneſs and diſaſter wait- 


ed, ready to take the place of health, 
ſtrength 


2 Eph. i, 2. Þ Eph. ii. 1. 


Dit. 2, 


| ſtrength and vigour, In rt and in ſor- 


row man was to eat bread all the, days of 


his life. His work, before his diverſion, 


became now his fatigue; and yet an evil 
neceſſary to be endured, if life were pre- 


| ſerved. The nearer Adam and his wife 


approached to old age, the more liable 
they were to feebleneſs, infirmity and de- 


cay. The tree of life, which was of ſuch 
uſe to refreſh and exhilarate, they were 


denied acceſs unto. And paradiſe was a 


place improper for them, any longer, to 
dwell in —As ſoon as fin entered, their 
minds alſo became unhappy, Reaſon, be- 


fore the governefs of the ſoul, was de- 


graded to be the ſlave, of irregular luſts 
and appetites. The fleſh, formerly mW 
due ſubjection to reaſon, uſurped the ſo- 
vereignty, and held the underſtanding in 


tyrannical bondage.——In this confuſion, 


could there be n ?—Beſides which, 
fin, like a malignant poiſon, diſtempered 
the ſoul with a number of unruly paſ- 
ſions.— Pride, impatience, unbelief, malice, 


envy and covetouſneſs are the tormentors 


of the mind, and prove it to have, in 
ſelf, the ſeeds of its own miſery. —The 


God 


Adam, where art thou? 25 
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God of juſtice and love, when he formed 


a creature, could not but conſtitute him 
happy. And fin could not take poſleſſion 
of that creature, without overthrowing his 
happineſs, —The fact we ſee illuſtrated, in 


the degenerate poſterity of man, And we 


cannot ſuppoſe it otherwiſe, in the ori- 


ginal tranſgreſſors themſelves. —Nor muſt 


I forget to add, the anxieties they were 
doomed to, from the diſtreſſes or miſbe- 
haviour of their family, (as will be dolefully 
illuſtrated in the ſtory of Cain and Abel) 


—from the uncertainty alſo of earthly 


acquiſitions and from the misfortunes of 
life. — Life, how precarious and fleeting 


its enjoyments! How various its viciſſi- 


tudes! How numerous and pungent its 
| ſorrows | Who can recount them, or the 
diſagrecable feelings reſulting from them; 


the torture of ſolicitude and ſuſpenſe 
the reſtleſs days and ſleepleſs nights 


the ſpirit deprefled by a load of care 
the heart ready to burſt with pent up 
woe? — True, there were many intervals 


of eaſe and pleaſure, which God mer- 
cifully intermipgled with the hours of 
affliction. Thele duty required to be re- 
celved 
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ceived with thankſgiving. But till, arguing 


from our own experience, they were ſo ſha- 


dowy, compared with the affliction itſelf, 


and ſo momentary, compared with the 
tediouſneſs of ſorrow, that they might be 


conſidered rather as palliatives to the cup 


of bitterneſs, than any poſitive balance 


of comtort, Grief was till the moſt fa- 


miliar acquaintance. As, by ſin, man 
was entitled to none, the ſuper- abounding 
goodneſs of God, in affording him a ſmall 
drop of conſolation in this vale of tears, 
is no argument againſt the reality, of that 
deprivation of happineſs, which commenced 
upon his fall from the ſtate in which he 
was created, nor ſets aſide the propriety 


of including it in the term death, by which 
the ſcripture denominates it. — And there 
remains a more affecting part of the ſen- 
tence to be mentioned, | 
3. That man was mortal. Duſt thou art, 
ſaid the Lord, and unto duſt ſhalt thou re- 
turn. The body doomed to linger in 
toil, pain and diſeaſe, was, at laſt, to wy 
unfit, for the living principle which i 


habited it, - Phe houſe, compoſed of biit 


. tle 


= i Gen, ili. 19. 
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tle materials, though a beautiful ſtruc- KF 
ture, yet ſtill was duſt; and when God | 
withdrew that power, which alone could ME 
preſerve and invigorate it, became in tine 
an untenantable habitation ; uncomforta- MR 
ble to the inhabitant while it held up, 
and quickly falling down, by its own 
weight, and forcing the tenant out,—Let us 
then contemplate the dire cataſtrophe, and 
mark the triumphs of mortality over the 
human frame. The ſpeech faulters — the 
eyes fail—a cold ſweat bedews the face 
— the pitcher is broken at ihe fountain, 
and the wheel broken at the ciſtern* — the 
breath departs — the whole frame 1s a ſtiff, 
cold, motionleſs, lifeleſs corpſe, however 
lovely, or fondly regarded, it, ſoon putri- 
fies and grows diſguſting — it is buried 
out of ſight—it ſays to corruption, thou art 
my father, and to the worm, thou art my 
mother and my fiſter — it crumbles into 
duſt, and mixes with its native earth,— 
Thus God drove the man out of para- 
diſe, and at length, out of the world 
ſeparated him from all his kindred 57 

acquaintance from all his earthly 
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ſeſſions and enjoyments Whatever he called 


his, ceaſed to be his any longer and the 
place, which once knew 1 muſt know 
him no more for ever. — Such was the 
irrevocable decree of heaven — ſuch the 
baneful effects, of tampering with that 
abominable thing which God hateth.—Still, 


however, it is admitted, that his ſoul was 
immortal, and deſtined to live for ever. 
But this, originally a bleſſing, was by ſin 


transformed into a curſe; for there remains, 


4. Another view of this death to which 
man became liable, I mean, the ſecond 
death, or the condemnation of the foul 
in hell, - As, on the one hand, our firſt 


parents became, by their crime, unfit for 


the ſociety of heaven, fo the deſerved 


puniſhment, if inflicted, would have been 
the ſame with the angels who kept not 
their firſt eftate, but left their own original 


habitation, and whom God hath reſerved 


in everlaſting chains, under derkneſs, unto 
the judgment of the great day, then to be 
remanded to blackneſs of darkneſs for ever." 
—Many people, indeed, think very lightly 
of ſin, and diſcover their predilection for 
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it, by their forwardneſs to excuſe it. Such, 
therefore, have demanded, * How the eat. 
& ing a little fruit could deſerve the puniſl- 
* ment of hell?” Methinks this objection 
proceeds, from not properly conſidering 
the majeſty and holineſs of God, and the 
{triftneſs of his law, which ordains that 
man accurſed, who continues not in all 
things that are written therein, and that 
he who offends in one point, treats his 
lawgiver with contempt, and is in effect, 

guilty of all,” “ as he who breaks one link 
„ of a chain breaks the whole chain, and 
he who fails in one note, ſpoils the har- 
© mony of the whole concert.” —* There 
is great reaſon therefore, why God ſhould 
_ & exclude men from an inheritance in his 
„kingdom, though it be but for one 
“ ſingle fan, becauſe, without this, the 
e authority of his laws could not be ſe- 
<« cured; for if God was to diſpenſe with 
© one ſpecies of diſobedience, by the ſame 
& reaſon, the whole round and compaſs 


of tranſgreſſion might be diſpenſed with.“ 5 


Beſides which, it may be obſerved, that the 


ſmallneſs of the thing forbidden, is ſo far 
from 


Gen. iii. 10. » James ii. 10. ? Ibbot's Sermons. 
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Dif, 2. Adam, where art thou? 31 
from diminiſhing the fin of diſobedience, 
that it aggravates it, The ſmaller the teſt 
of obedience, the eaſter it was to be com- 


plied with, and the more inexcuſeable the 
daring to touch that which was prohi- 


bited, — Add to this alſo, the motive to 


the commiſſion of the crime. It proceed- 
ed from an ambition of ſuperior know- 


ledge and a higher ſtation, than God had 


allotted them. Ye ſhall be as Gods, 


« ſaid the tempter, knowing good and evil.” 
They aſpired after this, though at the ex- 


pence of their innocence. They preferred 
the attainment of unlawful wiſdom, to their 
duty to their Maker and God. And if 
the whole charge is ſummed up, it will 
juſtify the concluſion, of the enormity of 
the olfence, and the equity of the ſen- 


tence, 
Let us recollect che Whole. —Is it not 
well remarked, in the context, that Adam 
and his wife were naked? Did not ſin 


make them ſo, in every ſenſe of the word 
naked, as having loſt the image of God 


—naked, as ſtripped of almoſt all the hap- 
pineſs, they were originally endowed with 


{ —naked, as mortal and dying creatures— 


0 4 naked, 
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naked, as expoſed defenceleſs, to the wrath 
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of omnipotence? — We may conceive of 
the Lord, in the text then, as addreſſing 


cc 


Cc 


ts 


(e 


( 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 

50 
TH 
1 


* 
6 


them in ſuch language as this; “ Man, 


where art thou 2 Where are the crea- 
tures that I made, that I created upright, 


and with whom I lately had commu- 
nion? Where my children, who uſed 
to meet me with ſo much pleaſure ? 
What have I done, that they hide them- 
ſelves from me? Halt thou eat of the 


tree, whereof I commanded thee, that 
thou ſhouldeſt not eat? What elſe diſ- 
covered to thee that thou art naked? 
Why doſt thou not, as uſual, look me 


in the face? Adam, where art thou? 


Poor man, how low art thou fallen! 
From what a pitch of glory! To what 
a depth of ruin !*— Such thoughts as 


theſe, we may juſtly ſuppoſe, the queſtion 


to contain, Such thoughts the Lord meant 
to faſten, upon the minds of the delin- 
quents, — And did it not occur to you, 
while I was ſpeaking, that the aforegoing 


is but too exact a picture of the wretch- 


ed poſterity of Adam, involved as they 
are in the miſeries of the fall? And that 


the 
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the queſtion may have, therefore, a more 


comprehenſive meaning? As if the Lord 
addreſſed men in general, while in the ſtate 
of nature, Sinners ! Where are you ?— 


Cc 


cc 


40 


<6 


«c 


65 


6 


cc 
£c 
£6 


cc 


At 
1 
40 


i606 


te 


cc 


cc 


"06 


& „ 


cc 


Think for a moment. If one tranſgreſſi- 
on cauſed ſo much miſchief, what will be 


the effects of the many you have commit- 


ed? Ye have ſinned againſt a holy God 
—a God from whom you cannot flee— 
and, behold, your iniquity hath overtaken 


you. Do you experience diſtreſs, pain 


and ſickneſs? Sin is the root of all, 
Are your minds out of frame, diſcon- 
tented, and unhappy? Sin it is, which 
hath diſturbed the tranquility of the 
ſoul. Are you in expectation of death? 
By one man ſin entered into the world, 


and death by fin, and ſo death paſſed 
upon all men, for that all have ſinned.* 


Do you tremble at the mention of your 
diflolution ?2 Sin has armed death, with 
its moſt tremendous horrors. Do you 


fear hell? Sin lighted up its fires, 
and filled it with its torment, Are 


you ſo hardened, as to brave out the 
terrors of the Lord? The more dan- 
7 C5 „ perous' 


d Rom. vi. 12: 
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„ gerous your ſtate, You are hardened 
“ by the deceitfulneſs of ſin : z and Jed cap- 
e five by Satan at his will. 


% while you remain the enemies of the 


% God of heaven!“ This being the im- 


pe: of the queſtion in my text, I am 
led 


II. To ſome remarks deducible from 
it, —As 


1. Tt teaches us, that the very firſt 


motion, towards a reconciliation between 
God and man, is from God himſelf.- 
When ſin had entered, and broke the in— 


tercourſe, that originally ſubſiſted between 
earth and heaven, the firſt overture to its 
reſtoration, proceeded not from man but 


God. We have no reafon to think, Adam 


or his wife would have made the attempt, 


Where are 
“ you now, ſinners? Where do ye think 
to be, when your change comes? What 
* a diſmal proſpect have you of eternity, 


had not God called them from their re- 


treat. And it is a fact, ſupported by the 


teſtimony of daily experience and of re- 
peated ages, that, in the converi:on of ſin— 
ners, God is found them that feurht 
| hit 
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him not. 1a The children of Adam do not 


more reſemble their firſt progenitor, in the 


features of their faces, and the form of 
their bodies, than in an unhappy agree- 
ment to cover their tranſgreſſions as Adam;“ 
and, for this purpoſe, to put God away 
from them, and hide his knowledge from 
their thoughts, either by ſubſtituting a 
falſe idea of God, in place of the true, 


or drowning themſelves in a fea of world- 


ly cares, or worldly pleaſures, Our bleſ- 
jed Lord, therefore, came profeſſedly to 
el and ſave, that which was loft.” And, 


in hke manner as God ſought out Adam 
and Eve, ſo he ſeeks all who are called, 


and delivered from ſin, He follows them 


by the admonitions of his word, He 


follows them by his providence. He hedges 


up their way, by the reſtraints of conſci- 


ence, He lays upon them the fetters of 
affliction, leſt their mad career ſhould iſſue 
in ruin. Often does he make ſerious im- 
preſſions on their minds, thereby, as it were, 
whiſpering to them, “ Why will yexdie 2” 
And in his own time, and by his own 
means, he calls them by grace, and unites 

8 | their 
ala Kev. 1. d n i Lake: xix. 10. 
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their affections to himſelf. — Unleſs God 
ſpeak thus powerfully, miniſters labour in 
vain, The moſt ſolemn truths, the moſt 
awakening deſcriptions, the moſt cogent 
arguments, the moſt awful warnings, the 


moſt fervent entreaties prove the mere 


_ eloquence of the tongue, they raiſe an 
unaffecting admirat'on, or excite a mo- 
mentary terror, bu, fail of their genuine, 
their ſalutary effect, But whenever God 
has accompanied the word, with the mighty 
energy of his Spirit, it never failed to 
reach the inward parts, and arreſt the ſinner 
in the moſt ſecret of his lurking places, 
Adam, where art thru ? ſaid the Lord; 
and Adam immediately came forth. Saul, 
Saul, - why per ſecuteſt thou me? ſaid Jeius ; 
and Saul immediately replied, J/ho art 
thou, Lord? And, What wilt thou have. 
me lo do?“ - Oblerve allo, 

2. The manner of God's dealings with 
Adam and Eve, when he called to them, 
j He came in the coo! of the evening ;" 
not in the fierceneſs of his wrath, to con- 
demn them; but with tenderneſs in his 
heart, and mercy in his hands, to uſher 

0 


Acts i. 4. 5, 0» Gen. iii. 8. 
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in the news of the great Deliverer. Never- 


theleſs, he began with ſetting before them 


the evil of their conduct, and the juſtice 
of the penalty incurred ; and when the 
charge was proved againſt them, and the 


futility of their excuſes laid open—when 


they were brought in guilty, and trembled, 
we may imagine, in apprehenſion of the 
fatal flroke, then the 3##d ſtepped in, with 


a reprieve from bine deſtruction, and 
the promiſe of a Saviour, who ſhould 


. bruiſe the ſerpent's head - deſtroy the works 


of the devil— reſcue them from his ty- 
ranny—reinflate them in the image of the 
Moſt High — and exalt them, above the 
miſcries of this world, to the glories of 


the celeſtial paradiſe, — This was the tenor 
of the firit goſpel ſermon, the preacher 
God himſelf — In che faith of this pro- 
mile frequently repeated and further ex- 
planed) Adam, and the Old Teſtament 


ſaints, lived and died. And may we not 
dilcern, in this part of the divine pro- 


ceedings, an exact picture of the method, 


whereby, in every age, ſinners are made 
acquainted with religion ? God's word ſays, 


Repent and be converted, that Your” 7 ns may 


* 


* ö 
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with reverence and godly fear. 


Dif. 2. 
be blotted out. Theſe are never to be ſe. 
parated, Where there is not an humbling 
conviction of ſin, there is no value for 
Chriſt and his ſalvation, When, there- 
fore, God's Spirit calls, in that effectual 


manner we have been ſpeaking of, a tri- 


bunal is erected in the man's conſcience, 


a ſolemn proceſs is entered on, and the 
ſinner, arraigned and ſtripped of every 


falſe hope, is reduced to an humble ſup— 


plication for mercy, and gladly to em- 
brace the meſſage, of free and unmerited 


ſalvation, revealed in the goſpel, There 18 
ſomething even in God's works of mercy, 
that tends to inſpire an awakened mind, 
The pro- 
cedure of converſion dictates it; nor do 
the moſt animating comforts contradict 
this ſeriouſneſs of temper. They teach 


the heart to exult in God, and yet, at the 
ſame time, to rejoice with trembling,” im- 


prefled with an holy awe of the divine 
Majeſty, and a bitter recollection of its 


own tranſgrefſions, by which God has been 
offended. 


Permit me to add, that ſuch 
a penitent retuipect on their pail errors, 
Me 1 


8 * 
S Acts 111. 19; 
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is a bleſſing which duty and intereſt call 
upon men, devoutly to pray for; becauſe 
remorſe is one of the neceſſary and unavoid- 
able effects of ſin; and either converſion 
will teach it ſpiritually, or judgment compel 
to it legally. That powerful voice, which 
forced Adam from his retreat, will ere long 
utter, in tremendous accents, © Ariſe ye 
dead and come to judgment,” The 
moſt reluctant ſinner will be unable to 
reſiſt this ſummons, or diſpute the jultice 
of his proceedings, who ſhall bring every 
work into judament, with every ſecret thing, 
whether it be good or evil. — As then, ye 
with to hear that voice with plealure, and 
look up with comfort in that day, liſten 
to the voice of conſcience — liſten to the 
voice of God, ſpeaking to you in his 
word — and be unceaſingly importunate, 
that his Spirit may enlighten your under- 
ſtanding, ſer your ſins in order before you, 
policſs you of that repentaiice Thich is not 
to be repentcd of,* and direct you to the 
great propitiation, MHrough which fin is for- 
given, and ſpiricua! bleflings are conveyed 
to the foul, So will you be prepared to 

meet 


44. 10. 
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meet God — ſo will your iniquities be no 
more remembered againſt you—ſo will you 
obtain refre/hment from the preſence of the 
Lord — ſo will you lift up your heads 
with joy, when the groans of expiring 
nature, and the heart-rending cries of the 
condemned proclaim, that the great day 
of wrath is come — and ſo will you be ever 
with the Lord. 


b Adds iii. 19. © 1 Theſf. iv. 17. 
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DISCOURSE I. 


0 AIN and ABEL. 


GENESIS iv. 6, 7. 


b 


And the Lord ſaid unto Cain, Wuy art 


thou wroth , and why is thy countenance 
fallen? If thou doeft well, ſhalt thou not 


be accepted? And if thou aogf not Ws 
fi n lieth at the door. 


T has bern aſſerted, that Chriſtianity 
is as old as the creation; containing 
an implication, thar-at a revelation were 
made from heaven, it could not conſiſt 
of more, than certain directions to duty, 
which were already clear enough, from 
the natural dictates of the human un- 
derſtanding ; and, conſequently, that the 
Bible, as an extraordinary meſſage from 
heaven, was ſuperfiuous. — It is not my 
province here, to maintain the oppoſite 
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42 Cain and Abel. Diſ. 3. 
ſide of the queſtion. That has been ſuc- 


ceſsfully done by abler pens. Nor does 


the remark pretend to originality, that it 
may be freely admitted, chriſtianity is very 
near as old as the creation. — Such was 


the kindneſs of the Lord, that as ſoon 
as neceſſary, he made it known; and, in 


this chapter, we have an early picture, of 


the workings of evangelical religion, in 
the heart of a godly man, and of the 


oppoſition it has met with in the world. 
The eldeſt fon, and firſt-born, of Adam 


was fondly believed by his mother, to be 
the fulfilment of the promiſe, that her 


| ſeed ſhould deſtroy the ſerpent, In the 


exultation of her mind, therefore, ſhe loſt 


_ remembrance of the pain with which ſhe 
| bore him, and called his name Cain (a 
word that ſignifies acguiſition) for ſhe ſaid, 


T have gotten a man from the Lord; or, 
as many reſpectable authorities have inter- 


preted the words, I have gotten a man, 


the Fehovah; thereby denoting the exalted 
idea ſhe entertained, of the divine dignity 


and glory of him, who was to undertake 


the recovery of ſinners. But ſhe was too 
ſanguine in her expectations. With en- 
5 2 thuſiaſm, 


* 
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thuſiaſm added to maternal affection, ſhe 
nouriſhed a viper, that planted a ſting in 
her heart. She ſtands forth to warn us, 
that when unguarded hopes are raiſed to 
the higheſt pitch, their vigorous ſallies may, 

perhaps, be only opening a paſſage for 
ſorrow and vexation, -—= Cain, the firſt man 
born into the world, was one of the moſt. 
abandoned wrerches that ever reſided ia it. 

Abel, the ſecond ſon of Adam, ac- 


1 quired this name, either from the diſap- 
pointment our firit parents ſuſtained in 
W their firſt-born; or from the bitter effects 


= ticy already experienced, of the curſe 
they had incurred; or, not improbably, 
from the manner of his own death; for 
the word ſignifies vanity and mourning z 
and his end was attended with thoſe ca- 
lamitous circumſtances, that have made 
it a ſubject of lamentation, to minds ca- 
| pable of feeling and ſympathyh ever ſince, 
In the days of primeval ſimplicity, 
W 2griculture and paſturage offered them- 
ſelves, as employments the moſt obvi- 
WH ovully adapted, to the ſupply of the ne- 
) ceſſary demands of nature; mankind be- 
42 ing, at that early Period, unpractiſed in 
7 thoſe 
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thoſe ſchemes of intereſt and ſelf. gratifi 
cation, further intercourſe and experience 
taught them. — The cultivation of the earth RE 
was choſen, by the active ſpirit and robuſt Ml 
conſtitution of Cain; whilſt the ſoftneſs il 
of Abel's diſpoſition preferred the cuſto- 
dy of the ſheepfold, an occupation equally 
innocent and contemplative, Indeed, the 
tempers of the brothers. were, on all ac- 
counts, ſo different, ſo oppoſite, that if 
Abel was meek and lovely, Cain was 
| boiſterous and impetuous. If Abel was 
honeſt and unſuſpicious, Cain was jealous 
and deſigning. If Abel was tender and 
compaſſionate, Cain was hard and unre- 
lenting. If Abel was righteous, ' Cain re- 
garded iniquity in his heart —And an 
opportunity occurred too ſoon, of diſclol- 
ing the malignity within him.——On a 


certain occaſion, probably at the' end of 


harveſt, which concluded the year, each 
brought his offering unto the Lord. 
Adam, we may ſuppoſe, the high-prieſt 
of his family, to offer theſe gifts —Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground.— 
But Abel of the firſt- born of his flock, | 
and of thoſe the fatteſt, — Aud the Lord | 
„ 0 - had 
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had reſpec unto Abel, and to his offering, 
(a manner of expreſſion which intimates, 
that the acceptance of the perſon of a 
gracious man, is prior to that of his duties, 
and therefore not by the virtue of thoſe 
duties) but unto Cain and his cffering he 
had not reſpett.—W hether this regard for 
Abel's offering, was made known by any 
vilible token, or by the calmacſs and ſe- 
renity of Abel's mind, expreſſed in the 
cheartulneſs of his countenance, or by both, 
Cain diſcovered it, his natural jealouſy. 
took fire, leſt his younger brother ſhould 
be a greater favourite of heaven than 
himielf (as if, by right of primogeniture, 
he were entitled to a pre eminence in the 
divine mercy) and, the reverſe of that 
faithfulneis to the joul, which leads to 


F 3 the importunate enquiry, ©* My hideſt thou 
f % face from me?” his heart ſwelled 
\ | with rage, and his countenance was be- 
£ clouded with ſullen reſentment — Upon 
t which our text relates, that the Lord 
n ſpoke to him, by a method familiar 
+ and. peculiar to thoſe ages wherein the 
. canon of inſpiration was incomple te, Why 
4 art thou roll. and why is thy ccun- 
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tenance fallen? If thou doeſt well, hal 
thow not be accepted“ And if theu doeſt 
not well, fin lieth at the door, — Abel, it 
would ſcem, was in fight, when this con. MW 
verſation was held, —Therefore the Lord 
added, „ Behold thy brother. — Unto thee ® 
« is is defire —He loves thee, and wiſhes | 
« thy beſt intereſt, —He honours thee 3 
&« his elder brother, to whom he looks * 
for patronage, and by whom he ſub— 5 
„ mits to be directed, as far as it is pro- 
per, for one brother to direct another.“ 
En that ſenſe thou ſhalt rule ever him. 
But ſpiritual favours are thole pecu. | 
« liar bleſſings, which the ſovereign of 
« the world diſpenſes by a different rule, 
and deals out, as it ſeemeth good in 
« his ſight.” —Rebuke not a ſcerner leſt he 
hate thee," was the advice of Solomon.— A 
The proud ſpirit of Cain, was hurt by a 
rebuke from infinite purity. - Confirmed in 
his ſuſpicion, that Abel was more ho- 
noured than himſelf, and averſe to lay 
the blame on his own conduct, his anger 
ſettled into an inveterate hatred of his 
brother, and an 1 inhumaa reſolution to 

5 | butcher q 


Diſ. 3. Cain and Abel, 47 


butcher him, which ſtep, it is poſſible 
alſo, he thought himſelt authorized to 
take, by a miſinterpretation of the rule 
permitted him over his brother, and a 
lelt important opinion, that it gave him, 
the diſpofal of life and property — In 
Cain, accordingly, you have the firſt ex- 
ample of a perſecutor and murderer of 
good people. The blood of an innocent 
victim thus determined on, it was eaſy 
to pick a quarrel, and conjure up a pre- 
tence for revenge. — Cain decoyed Abel, 
under pretence of talking with him in the 
Z field. — The Jewiſh hiltorians, if to be cre- 
dited, relate the converſation; and inform 
us, That Cain denied there was any 
« cognizance of men's actions—any fu- 
e ture judgment, any thing in religion but 
form and prieſt-craft, or any connection 
between the life of a man in this world, 
and his happineſs or miſery in the next.“ 
= The ſublequent part of his conduct 
W gives reaſon to apprehend, that he enter- 
W tained ſuch pernicious notions, ——A bel, 
venturing to vindicate the juſtice of God, 
| ſtimulated the premeditated enmity of Cain's 
heart, to a degree of fierceneſs not to be 
: Joothed, 
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ſoothed — Not the arguments, the tears, FT 


the entreaties of the innocent ſufferer— 
not a recolleQion of the ſorrow, with which Wl 
he was about to pierce his parents hearts. 
—not a thought of the preſence of Al. Wb 
mighty God, could ſtop his wicked pur— 6. 


poſe.— Ile roje up furiouſly againſt Abel his YG 
brother; and, wich a ſtone, or with one of By 
his implements of huſbandry, few him; 


nor did the expiring pangs, or dying 
groans, of the object of bis burbarity, 


_ 7 
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plead with him for a reprieve of the I | 
laſt, the fatal ſtroke. — What a frighttul 
form did death aſſume, in this firit of his 
triumphs over the human race!—A mur. 
derer's hand reeking from the blood of his 
own brother !—Piety trampled under the 
feet of pride and cruelty !—And the ſtern 
fratricide, unmoved at the ſpectacle before 


him, proceeding, with the dcliberation of | 
a trader in mortality, to bury out of 5 
ſight, the body he had juſt deprived of 
life; and, with the firmaeſs of a os N 
ed villain, prepared to deny, the ſhare MF 
he had in its diſſolution 1— Mean time 
the diſtreſſed parents (afflieted at the nul- 
underſtanding in their tainity, but pleaſed By 
4 | 5 do 
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to behold their ſons withdraw for con- 
verſation, confiding alſo in Abel's 

and temper, and willing to hope, that his 
ſoft anſwers might turn away his brother's 
wrath*) we are left to reprelent to our- 
ſelves, big with expectation of the re- 
turn of their children in friendſhip 
eagerly and repeatedly looking out for 
them—alarmed at their long ſtay—going 
out to ſeek them; but neither is to be 
found, —They proceed to Cain's habita- 
tion, but find it forſaken.— They look 


cmhis and that way, but in vain.—Imagi- 


nation paints every tree, every diſtant 
ſhrub, in the ſhape of a man, but a 
ſecond view undeceives them. —They call 
Abel, but his ears are, for the firſt time, 
deaf to the parental ſummons; his tongue, 
accuſtomed to diffuſe comfort into their 
hearts, no longer can perform that duti- 
ful, that delightful office, —Fatigued with 
the fruitleſs purtuit, they return home and 


W watch the night, in apprehenſion of ſome 


unknown miſchief, yer inclined to admit 

a ray of hope — With the dawn the 

ſcarch is renewed — perhaps continued 
„ 


\ 


many 
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many tedious hours, till (as generally hap- 
pens) by ſome traces, which the mur- 
derer had not the art to conceal, they 
are led to a diſcovery of the breach 
made, in the ſmall number of which the 
world conſiſted—that one fon is a corpſe, 
the other with his wife a fugitive, and 
themſelves are left diſconſolate and alone, 
Baniſhed, indeed was Cain, in the moſt 
awful ſenſe. ——The Lord ſaid unto him, 
& Where is Abel thy brother? © I know 
« not,“ replied he inſolently. Am I my 
« brother*s keeper, and accountable for his 
& actions, or what may befall him?“ 
«© Knoweſt thou not? returned the omni- 
« ſcjient accuſer. —What haſt thou done? 
« —Knoweſt thou not, that the voice of 
Fon thy brother's blood crieth for vengeance, 
« from the earth wherein thou haſt hid 
* his body? Thou ſaidſt, there is not 


& à God that judgeth; but thine experi- 


* ence ſhall verify the ſad truth. — The 
« earth was more kind to thy brother, 
« than thyſelf born of the ſame parents. 
© —[t received into its boſom that body 
« thou haſt mangled, that blood thou 
&« haſt ure: and wil teltify its indigna- 

tion, 
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« tion, at the horrid deed thou haſt per- 


4 petrated. Men thou tilleſt the ground, 
« it ſhall not henceforth, yield to thee its 
« uſual ſtrength, its fruitful increaſe, but 
% only a bare ſubſiſtence ——Nor ſhalt 


« thou eat thy ſcanty portion in peace, 
„ but with trembling and anxiety.— Thou 


ce ſhalt flee when none purſueth.— Thou 


& ſhalt have thine enemy within thee, of 1 
« which thou canſt not diveſt thyſelf.” 


—— Pride and deſpair are nearly allied, 


the former the parent of the latter, No 
ſtate in this world, but mercy may reach 
unto, if there appears an heart to ſeek 

it. The contrite in ſpirit, while he. juſti- 
fies God in the vengeance due to his in- 
iquities, will unceaſingly deprecate that 

vengeance, and importunately ſupplicate 


pardon.— There was not any thing, in 
the ſentence paſſed upon Cain, that ex- 
cluded him from hope, or implied his 


final and irreverſible doom in the next 


world; but he careleſsly took this for 
granted. from thy face ſhall I be hid, he 
ſays; and his proud ſpirit could not brook 


the penitent's prayer. Compare his con- 
duct, under the conſciouſneſs of blood- 
«Ü guiliineds 
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| guiltineſs, with that of David, convicted 
| - of the ſame fact. David, an acceſſary 
| to the death of Uriah, did not deny 
the enormity of his crime, but acknow- 
| Jedged his tranſgreſſion, and his fin was 
vere before him.'—Cain, the actual mur- 
derer of Abel, inſtead of confeſſing it 
with grief, reproaches his judge with in— 
flicting too ſevere a puniſhment. —David's 
earneſt petition was for mercy to his ſoul. 
—Cain's only concern, leſt any of the 
poſterity of Adam ſhould revenge the 
death of their kinſman, by ſlaying his 
 murderer—And it jhall come to paſs, that 
every one that findeth me ſhall flay me.— 
David, aſſured he ſhould not die, was 
not to be pacified, without taſting in his 
mind the forgiving love of God.—Cain, 
no ſooner had the promiſe (by ſome token 
or mark we are ignorant of) that he 
ſhould not be ſlain, but he went out from 
the preſence of the Lord—turned his back 
upon the Moſt High—and renounced the 
true religion, — His diſtruſt of God's 
veracity, and the agitations of his own Y 
: mind, induced him to build a city, to for- 
tify 
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tify himſelf againſt the poſterity of Adam; 
but this was all the effect his fears had 


upon him. We never read of his ſorrow 


for his crime, or deſire that God might 
be reconciled to him. On the contrary, 
he is ſuppoſed to have been the firſt con- 


triver of that falſe worſhip, which ſub- 
ſtituted the creature in the place of the 
Creator. 


His offspring were renowned 
for arts—they invented inftkrumental-muſic 


—they encreaſed their flocks and herdg— 


they digged riches out of the bowels of the 
earth; but were ignorant of the one thing 
needful.— While the other ſons of Ado = 
were named the ' ſons of God, theſe, in 
token of their depravity, were marked 
as the ſons and daughters of men; the 
more dangerous as the more accompliſh- 
ed,—By their inſinuating addreſs and con- 
tagious examples, vice (before confined, 
in ſome meaſure, by the reſtraints of reli- 
g10n) broke through all bounds, and over- 
ſpread the world, the emblem of that de- 
ſtructive deluge, of which it was the cauſe 
and fore-runner, 


The hiſtory of Cain and Abel thus 


M3: recited, 
&. Gen. vi. 2. 
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recited, holds out to our conſideration 


three truths, that deſerve to be duly 


weighed. 


1. The origin of che ſpirit of perſecu- 
tion. 


II. The nature and advantage of the 
acceptable worlhip of God, And, 


III. The danger of formality and by- 
pocriſy in religion. 

I. The origin of the ſpirit of perſecu- 
tion. Cain flew his brother Abel, faith the 


Apoſtle John. And wherefore flew he him? 
| Becauſe his own works were evil, and his 
brother's righteous." — A conſciouſneſs of 
his own infincerity, and envy of his bro- 
ther's ſuperior ſucceſs, drove him to that 
deſperate method of wreaking his reſent- 


ment,—The ſpirit of perſecution, however 


plauſibly diſguiſed, has always gone in 
the footſteps of Cain,—The exerciſe of 
true religion is utterly incompatible with 


ſo deteſtable a temper. —True religion is 
an emanation from the God of love, and 
like the auguſt Being from whom it de- 


ſcends, is love God 18 infinite and im- 


mutable 


OI 


1 John iii. 12. 
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mutable felicity; and, perfectly happy in 
himſelf, is not racked by any wayward 
paſſions, nor confines his felicity to his 
own nature; but 7s good unto all, his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works. — The 
ſtreams of his bounty are diffuſed, thro? 
every part of the creation, and extend to 
the unjuſt, the evil, and unthankful.*—Re- 
ligion, created in the image of God, is 
allo meek, gentle and peaceable, long- 
ſuffering and tender-hearted. Whatever 
ſhe ſees amiable, ſhe approves, —She hinks 


= eth no evil, is not apt to put the worſt 


conſtruction, but hopeth all things. In 
caſes. doubtful, ſhe either chuſes not to 
judge, or leans to the favourable ſide, 
diſpoſed to make all proper allowances, | 
for the prejudices of education, or diſ- 
advantages for knowledge, people may 
have had the misfortune to fall into,— 
In thoſe comparatively few caſes, wherein 
from the dictates of truth, ſhe is con- 
ſtrained to judge unfavourably, ſtill ſhe 
chuſes to pity—to pray for—to bear,— 
A genuine, well-informed regard to truth 
does not, by any means, influence to ut- 
Es e Ts 2 


! Pſalm exlv. 9. * Luke vi. 35. 11 Cor. xiii. 3, 7. 
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ter threats and invectives, throw about 
fire- brands, arrows and death, or with- 
hold freedom of thought and enquiry.— 
No. The beſt of cauſes is hurt by ſuch 
an unhallowed defence. — Attend to the 
language of divine wiſdom. “ Search the 
« ſcriptures, far in them is eternal life, and 
« they are they that teſtify of me."—Prove 
* all things; and hold faſt that which is 
good. —Confider theſe things, and the Lord 
give you underſtanding in all things.“ 
Such meekneſs and lowlineſs adorned the 
life of Chriſt, God manifeſt in the fleſh.” 
But the ſpirit of perſecution, in any and 
every form, is a narrow, contracted tem- 
per, that would bend all minds to its own 
ſtandard. It carries the undeniable evi- 
dence of impoſture in its reſtleflneſs—un- 
happy itſelf, and, therefore, diſturbed at 
the happineſs of others. That complacen- 
cy and delight, which good people expe- 
rience in the Lord their God, ſerve as 
oil to inflame the malignity of the wick- 
ed againſt them. The ſame invidious prin- 
ciple, that hurried on Cain to the deſtruc- 
5 tion 
= John'v. 39. 1 Theff. v. 21. 


* 2 Tim. ii. 7, ? 1 Tim, ii, 16, 
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/ 
tion of his pious brother, from the mouth 
of Paul, before his converſion, breathed 
out threatenings and ſlaughter * againſt the 
ditciples of the holy Jeſus—dictated the 
perſecutions of paganiſm, of popery, and of 
proteſtantiſm and ſpirits up the inſidious 
murderer of reputation, to traduce the 
piety, and undervalue the religion of his. 
neighbour—to watch for his halting , 1njure 
his: character, and aggravate his failiogs 
—or to miſrepreſent his ſentiments, be- 
cauſe they happen not to quadrate exactly 
with his own. Good God! Does the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt Jeſus infuſe ſuch bitterneſs 
into the hearts of men? No. Chriſti- 
anity turns from it with diſdain, equally 
abhorring its grimace of ſuperior ſanctity, 
its unholy zeal for the benevolent doctrines 
of free-grace, and its high ſounding claim 
to charity and candour, Diveit it of the 
falſe glare, with which it is frequently 
{urrounded, and you may read on it, the 
rebuke of him. who went about doing good.” 
% Ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye 
® are of. The fon of man came not to de- 
9 Vero men's lives, or abridge their haps 
| „„ pinels, 
4 Acts ix. 1. * Ads x 38, 
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e pineſs, but to ſave them, and promote 
ce their welfare.” If then we call our- 
ſelves the diſciples of Chriſt, let the ſame 
mind be in us, which was in Chriſt Jeſus. 

II. The offering of Abel teaches us, 
the nature and advantages of the accept- 
able worſhip of God.—By faith Abel of- 
fered unto God, a more excellent ſacrifice 
than Cain, by which he obtained witneſs 
that he was righteous, God teſtifying of his 
giſts; and by it he being dead yet ſpeaketh," 
to inſtruct us, that religion has not va— 
ried with the vicilicgdes of time, the 
faſhions of the world, or the difference 
of diſpenſations under which it was pub- 
 Kſhed, but has ever been ſubſtantially the 
ſame, in the hearts of the godly. This 
remark will be juſtified, by tracing in 
the character of Abel, that worſhip to 
which God has reſpect, and the experi- 

ence of his people correſponds. — Faith, in 
its moſt extenſive ſignification, compre- 
hends the whole or that perſuaſion of the 
reality and glory of ſpiritual objects, 

which the Apoſtle deſcribes, as the /- 
Since of things hopea fer, and the evidence 2 

2 N of | 
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of things not ſeen,” together with thoſe acts 
of the foul, that flow from ſuch a pow- 
erful conviction. —The eminence of Abel's 
faith is conſpicuous, in the nature and ex- 
cellence of his offering, The former diſ- 
covers the intimations he had received, 
and imprinted by divine grace on his 
heart, of the goſpel method of accep- 
tance and ſalvation, through the lamb ſlain 
from the foundation of the world. — He 
brought, therefore, of hig flock, a ſacrifice 
unto the Lord, in humble confeſſion of 
his own guilt and demerit, at the ſame 
time directing his views beyond the ſacri- 
fice, to that promited atonement it typi- 
fied, which was to take away ſin and 
purity the conſcience, — Nor is it leſs 
worthy or obſervation, that he brought of 
the fir filings of his flock, and the fatneſs 
thereof, (the very beit, the moſt excel- 
lent) an act expreſſive of his profound 
reverence for the divine Being, whom he 
would not affront with an offering of 
ſmall value, when he had better in his 
poſſeſſion; and expreſſive allo, of the high 
ſeatments he had indibed, of the glory 

| D 6 of 
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of that ſuperior ſacrifice, his offering ſha- 
dowed out. And God teſtified his accept- 
ance of his gifts, and that he was righ- - 
This teſtimony is left for our 


that he ſaw the promiſes that 


he was perſuaded of tliem that he em- 
braced them, a clear and ſcriptural defi- 
nition of faith, that, if duly conſidered, 
might have prevented many unneceſſary 
and unavailing diſputes on the ſubject.— 
Wherever the ſame faith dwells, as it is 


of God's implantation, he ftill witneſſeth 


that ſuch worſhippers are juſtified in his 
fight, and thoſe whom the Father ſeeketh 
to worſhip him.*—He witneſſeth it in the 
word of his grace. He witneſſeth it to 


their ſouls, by the conſolations of his ſpi- 
rit,—He witneſſeth it by the effect of di- 


vine communications, in ſpiritualizing the 
mind, encouraging it under difficulties, 


and animaring it to duty,—He witneſſeth 


it by that refined pleaſure his people 
feel, in extending his glory in this world, 


and the delightful foretaſtes of that eter- 

nal weight of glory, which they expect in 

that which is to come, I he contraſt to 
1 this 
7 Heb. xi. 13. = John iv. 23. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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this . is illuſtrated in the example of 
Cain, which teaches us, 


III. The danger of thoſe vretenBons 
to religion, that reach no farther than 
the outward appearance. From a ſenſe 
of decency, or dread of his parents, Cain 
did not refuſe his offering; but it has 
been remarked, that the nature of his 
oblation, and the circumſtances attending 
it, were an explicit proof, of his difre- 
gard for the great object of worſhip. 
He brought of the fruit of the ground, 
and of that the leaſt valuable, or what 
he could belt ſpare.— Certainly, an higher 
encomium is paſſed even upon the exter- 
nal part of Abel's ſacrifice; (affording us 
an hint, that, i our fouls are under pro- 
per influence, we ſhall not bring to God, 
that which coſts us nothing*—the fleepy re- 
fuſe of the day—a few haſty, incoherent 
moments for prayer, ſtingily ſubtracted. 
from hours devoted to mammon, or waſt- 
ed in diſſipation. )-But had the offering of 
Cain been of the moſt coſtly and expen- 
dive kind, with Cain's temper it muſt 

have 
b 2 Sam. iv. 24. 
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have met with a repulſe, from him who 
ſearcheth the heart, and, by the ſtandard 
of unerring purity, trieth ihe reins* of the 
children of men. — And in Cain we may 
read, the ealy tranſition trom mere for- 
mality, to vice of the moſt atrocious na- 
ture.— If thou doeſt not well, ſaid the 
„ heavenly viſion, n lieth at the door, 
« to lead thee farther aflray—at the door, 
„ with a long train of puniſhments, its 
natural and neceſſary effects.“ So ſlip- 
pery the path of ſin, ſo ſteep is its deſcent, 
that, by a rapid progreſs, the wicked man 
waxeth worſe and worſe,* till the mantle of 
hypocriſy becomes too ſhort a covering, to 
_ conceal his deviations from the paths of rec- Þ* 
titude.—Will the hypocrite always call upon 
| Ged#*—No.—lnwardly diſreliſhing the ſpi- 
rituality of divine worſhip, his inclinations 
lean the contrary way, and his molt dazzling 
appearances are no other than the effects of 
education, the productions of fancy, the off. 
offspring of pride; and, in fact, the covert 
of a mind hardened againſt the fear of the 
Lord, an attempt to unite earth and hea- 
ven, or, rather, to impoſe upon his own 

| conſcience, 


© Jer, xvil. 10. * 2 Vim; iii, 33 Jeb XXVII. 10. 
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conſcience, with ſomething of the ſem- 
blance of religion, while deſtitute of the 
reality. — Aud where piety is only aſſum- 
ed, the moſt exact notions are but empty 
ſpeculation—whims, raptures and warmth 
of animal paſſions quickly evaporate and 
die away—there is but little difficulty in 
reconciling a ſplendid profeſſion with ſe— 
cret ſelf indulgence, or, when opportunity 
ſerves, in laying the fictitious character 
alide, — Our bleſſed Saviour repreſents a 
man unprincipled by divine grace, as 
having his ſoul ſwept and garniſhed* with 
pride, ſelf-confidence and careleſſneſs, in a 
manner to invite temptation, And what 
better can be expected, than that the firſt 
bold and ſuitable attack will drive away 
the maſk of religion, and proclaim him 
an abandoned ſinner, perhaps a ſcoffer at 
all that is ſerious, and more determined 
in the purſuit of wickedneſs, than thoſe 
who ncver made the oppulite pretenſions ? 
— A melancholy ſymptom of a wretch 
loſt to reflection, and delivered over to 
his own obduracy !—A dreadful prepara- 
tion, unleſs ſovereign mercy prevent, for 
f Mat. XII. 44. 
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that never-ending-torment which awaits the 


ungodly, and wiil bear a diſmal propor- 


tion to the knowledge that has been per- 


verted, and the reproots reſiſted; aggra- 
vated by the guilt of diſſimulation in the 
moſt awful matters, and of apoſtacy from 
the allegiance due to Jeſus, who is God 


over all bleſſed for ever — He that hath 


ears to hear, let him hear." —— Nothing 
leſs than the power of the grace of God, 
renewing the heart, will ſtand againſt the 
contrary efforts of corrupt nature; — no- 
thing leſs abide the aſſaults of temptation 


and trial; — nothing leſs than true faith 
nothing leſs will 


overcome the world; 
avail in that ſolemn day, when Chriſt 


will make up his jewels,* and, with infal- 


lible ſkill, feparaie the genuine brilliant 
from the glittering pebble, which ſhuns 
examination. - Search us, O Lord, and 
know our hearts , try us, and know our 


thoughts; and fee if there be any wicked. 


way in us, and lead us in the way ever- 

laſting.” Amen. Amen, . 

- & Rom. ix. 5. Þ Mat. xiii. 9, i 1 John v. 4. 
* Mal. iii. 17. lPfalm cxxxix. 23, 24. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 


NOA H. A RR. 


GENESIS Vit, 16, 


- And the Lord aut him in. 


pr Y faith, ſays Paul, Noah, being Waris. 

ed of God of things not ſeen as yet, 
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the 
ſaving of his houſe : by which he condemned 
the world, and became heir of the righteouſ- 
neſs which is by faith,® Of Noah our 
text ſpeaks; and the above repreſentation 
authorizes two views of the operation of 
his faith, 


I. That, obedient to the divine | injune- 
tion, he literally conſtructed a veſſel for 
the preſervation of himſelf and family, 
by which he condemned the infidelity of 
bis antediluvian cotemporaries. 


II. That 


= Heb. xi. 7. 
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II. That he conſidered the means of 
his temporal ſafety, as prefigurative of 
that ſalvation which the goſpel more am- 
ply explains; in the faith of which he 
became a partaker, of the excluſive pri- 
vileges of the children of God, — The 
former, will lead mie to relate the ſtory 
of the general deluge, and the method 
whereby Noah ſurvived the calamity — 
the latter, to accommodate the particu- 
lars to ſubjects of ſpiritual and eternal 
moment, ; 

I. Then, Was the deluge - coiverſal } 
And whence could there iſſue water ſuffi- 
cient, for the purpoſe of overwhelming 
the world? are queſtions that have been 
ſtarted, and demand ſome attention, — 
To the firſt it is anſwered, That e 
the words, under the whole heaven, whereby 
Moſes deſcribes the extent of the flood, 
are not always in the language of ſcrip— 
ture to be taken in an unlimited ſenſe, 
yet the aſſurance of the Bible, that all fleſh 
upon the earth died, the appearance of 
ſea-ſhells on the tops of mountains, the 
ſkeletons of whales and crocodiles in the 
bowels 
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bowels of the earth, and at a vaſt diſtance 
from the ſea, the bones of animals, to- 
gether with the foſſils and vegetables pe- 
culiar to one pait of the globe, found 
buried in other remote countries, with 
other ſpectacles of like nature, incontel- | 
tibly prove, that the whole world was 
affected by the deluge, Not to omit ano» 
ther remark, that if it was confined to a 
particular region, there was no ablolute 
neceility of tuch a vehicle as Noah was 
ordered to provide, for preventing the ex- 
.tirpition of men and beaſts His depar- 
ture to another climate would have been 
the moit eligible and obvious expedient, 
ani many of the birds and beaſts might 
have ſaved themſclves by flight; for it 
is not eaſy to conceive, upon this ſyſtem, 
how they would be all ſo expoled, that 1t was 
neceſſary to ſecure ſome in the ark, that 
the various ſpecies of animals might not 
be irrecoverably loſt. 

But whence could there come water 
© ſufficient to drown the world ?” 

It is replied, That if, at the creation, 
the earth was overwhelmed in the waters, 
before God ſaid, Let the waters under hea 

Den 
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ven be gathered into one place, and let the 
dry land appear, then there is no difficulty 
in demonſtrating the ſufficiency of water, 
in the atmoſphere and the bowels of the 
earth, to overflow the whole world, — I 
paſs by the ingenious conjectures which 
have been thrown out, concerning the im- 
mediate cauſe of this inundation — con- 
jectures, indeed, which have left the mat- 
ter as they found it. Who will deny, 
that God, who hath /aid up the depths in 

ſtore- houſes,e could command them out of 
their repoſitories, to ſubſerve his own de- 
ſigns? And if, in the whole tranſaction, 
the miraculous interpoſition of providence 
is to be confeſſed, why need we have re- 
courſe to natural cauſes, to account for 
that, which, we are unanimouſly of opt- 
nion, was out of the common courſe of 
nature ? 
- "I've hiſtory of this awful event then, 
as recorded in the facred oracts, ac- 
quaints us, that ſin is of ſo infectious a 
quality, that, having got footing in the 
world, it kept pace with the increaſe of 
mankind, and was more particularly con- 
firmed 


® Gen, i. 9. „Palm xxxiii, 7. 
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the ſon to that of the parents, that, upon 


the birth of a ſon of like diſpoſitions to 


Seth, whom he named Enos, men began 


to call upon the name of the Lord,“ that is, 


to conlider themſelves as a growing ſo- 


ciety, ſet apart by inſtruction and by 


grace, in ſome meaſure to counterbalance 
the iniquities exiſting in the world. 


Theſe, therefore, were fliled, by divine 
appointment, the ſons of God, in token of 


a ſupernatural change, which was pre- 


ſumed to have paſſed upon their minds, 


while the race of Cain lived a ſenſual, 


profligate life, and were called the chil- 


dren of men.“ Happy, had the pro- 


feſſors of the true religion kept at that 5 
diſtance from its enemies, which Cain 
preferred when he forſook his father's ha- 


biration, But the actual partakers of re- 
ligion were always the few, even amongſt 
thoſe who have wiſhed to be thought its ad- 


mirers. And a ſmall temptation may miſ- 


lead 


Sen. ir. 26. 1 Gen, vi. 2. 
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Armed in the degen-rate offspring of Cain, 
— When Seth was given to Adam and 
Eve, to ſupply the loſs of Abel whom 
Cain ſlew, ſo congenial was the piety of 
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lead an heart uneſtabliſhed by the grace 


of God, Here the allurement was power. 


ful. The daughters of Cain were fair as 
Eve their grandmother, They poſſeſſed, 


_ moreover, accompliſhments calculated, by 


their miſapplication, to catch the incau. 
tious eye, and faſcinate the unwary heart, 
Their very company was enchantment — 
they dreſſed — they danced — they ſung 
- they touched the tuneful ſtring - they 


imitated the warbling grove — they ſtudied 


the art of pleaſing, and abuſed it to 


the purpoſes of ſeduction from God 


and holineſs. —So the daughters of Moab* 
inveigled Iſrael to commit wickednels, 
— And no wonder that, in the preſent 


caſe, the barriers of religious education 


were too feeble to reſtrain the ſeemingly 
pious, from connecting themſelves with 


the daughters of men, when even the ſo- 


lemnity of marriaye-rites was made uſe 
of, the better to hide the ſnare. 

As the natural effects of theſe unequal 
connections, religion was deſerted, the poly 


perceived to be but a very few, aid fin 


made haſty ſtrides over the world, I be 
Hh e 


* Num. XxV. 1. 
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deſcendants of that generation were ſtill 
more remarkable; many of them for the 
monſtrous ſize of their perſons, and the 
ambition of their hearts — a gigantic, law- 


leſs tribe — terribly. great — the plunderers 


of mankind — renowned for cruelty and 
3 oppreſion—teared, not loved. The reſt, 
leſs hardy and enterprizing, were ſkilled 
ia the arts of life, but yet bid a bold 
defiance to heaven and all its righteous 
laws; and, by their evil communications, 


farther corrupting the race of Seth, at 


length only one here, and another there, 
feared God, or thought of his name, — 
To this high pitch of depravity, men 
were encouraged to proceed alſo, by the 
aſtoniſhing longevity of their lives, 
Their years being lengthened out to fix, to 


ſeven, to eight or nine hundred reyolu- 


tions, they thought not of death. An 
event which, in the uſual courſe of things, 
happened but ſeldom, ſeemed to be at 


ſuch a diſtance, that in proſpect it dwindled 


into a mere point. . 
In vain did Enoch preach of the awful 


judgment, and Chriſt who cometh with ten 
thouſands of Haig ſaints, to execut? judgment 


upon 
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upon all, and to convince all that art 
ungodly among them, of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, 
and of all their hard ſpeeches, which 


ungodly finners have ſpoken againſt him. 


In vain did he leave them a ſolemn 
warning in the name of his fon Methu. 
ſelah, intimating that, upon the death of 
this ſon, there ſhould be an overflowing 
(a prediction fulfilled, by the deluge, the 
year Methuſelah died.) All the ſucceſs 
he obtained, was his own life for a prey. 
The Lord ſaw his pious ſtruggles againſt 
the inundation of vice; and, as the moſt 
honourable teſtimony of his affectionate 
regard, tranſlated him to heaven, without 
undergoing the pangs of death. He wa 
not, for God tock him." In vain did 
Noah ſucceed him as 4 Ne of righ- 
teouſneſo, and remonſtraie againſt their 
ſhameful practices. In vain was he com- 


miſſioned to aſſure them, politively, '& 
the reſentment with which God beheld y 


their crimes; and that (while nothing 
can, in ſtrict propriety of ſpeech, grieve 
the immutable. God, or caule him to 7e- 

peel) 


Jude xiv. 13. Gen. v. 24. 2 Peter 1. 5. 
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pent) the effects to them would be the 
ſame, as if it repented him that he had 
made man, and grieved him at his heart. 
One. hundred and twenty years were even 
fixed upon, as the term beyond which, 


without repentance, man ſhould not have 


his exlilence upon earth; but the pious 


monitor gained no credit; his inſtructions 


were ridiculed—his reproots deſpiſed—his 


benevolent counſels rejeted—and in the 


event of a trial of the world, for about 
one thouſand and fix hundred years, it 
was remarked, by the omniſcient witneſs 
of men's actions, that the wickedneſs of 
man was great in the earth, ans every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart, 
only evil continually; for all fleſh had cor 


rupted his way, the earth was filled with 


violence,” and religion confined within the 
ſmall circle of Noah's family. 

But the faithful miniſter, found favour 
in the fight of the Lord, and, with his 
family, was ſpared, while God wiped from 
the carih the ſtain and burden of lin, by 
the deſtruction of 1is inhabitants. Com- 


manded co build an ark, or cheſt, for 


3 the 
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the preſervation of kimſelf, his family, 


and ſuch of the brute creatures as were 


appointed unto life, he will be found, 
upon examination, to have been divinely 
directed to that ſort of materials (of go. 
per or cypreſs wood) and that particu- 


lar ſhape, which rendered it, at once, a 


commodious receptacle for the creatures 
depoſited in it, and the beſt adapted for 
ſwimming upon the ſurface of the waters,* 
What a trial of cruel moc kings, methinks, 
did the good man endure, in this period 
of the hiſtory !—Every ſtroke of his ham- 
mer, was a rebuke of the world's inſen- 
ſibility z; but ſome pointed at him for an 
enthuſiaſt, others a madman, He could 
not complete a veſſcl of that magnitude, 
without cos ſide rable aſſiſtance; and they 
whom he en ploycd, laughed at him tor 
8 e the 
* About the beginning of the laſt century Pe- 


ter Janſon (a Duich Baptiſt) built a ſhip upon Ml 


the ſame conliruticn as Neah's ark, Which, 

firſt, was great'y ridiculed ; but found, upon trial, 
to be the beſt adapted fur commerce cf any vel- 

ſel of its fize; bed ue it contained more by cone 


third, without requ'rirg mere hands, and morecyer |! 


» ſailed eaſier. —— Bitl oileca Biblica. 
Y Hb. xi. 36. 
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the project. „Our duty, faid they, is 
« to obey, to follow the directions of 
« our employer, and earn our wages; 
« and if, when his cheſt is made, he 
„ brings the water to it, we will extol 
« him, as the prophet he arrogates the 
« honour of.* He talks to us of a de- 
« luge drawing near; but where is the 
« promiſe of its coming fulfilled ? For 


4 fnce the fathers fell afleep, things go on 


« in their uſual rotation, and all things 


continue as they were from the creation. 
— he. that ſhall come, will come and 
will not tarry,” The Lord waited, with 


much long ſuffering till the ark was ready, 
and then proceeded to action. And now 
a wonderful phenomenon enſued, A ſe- 
le& number of the irrational animals, by 
a ſpecial and peculiar inſtinct, approach- 
ed the ark, and ſought admittapce. I he 
beaſts of the foreſt ſuſtained a temporary 


ſuſpenſion of their natural fierceneſs; the 


lordly and majeſtic lion, the unramed 


panther, and favage leopard in friendly 


concert with the harmleſs ſheep, of their 
N | * own 
? Calmet's D'Qionary on the word NOAH, | 
2 Pet. iii. 4. » Heb. x. 37. 
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own accord reclining, in the cells allot- 


ted to them. And Noah, with his large 


family, being houſed, our text adds, zhe 
Lord ſhut him in, ſo clolely that no force 
could wrelt open, or water penetrate 


through the door. Which done, let us 


pauſe a moment, and contemplate the ſtate 
of affairs, within and without the ark, on 
the laſt day of the old world —Within, 
behold Noah filled with awe, in fulemn 
prayer to God, and watching the firit 
tokens of his wrath.— Without, if there 
were any pretenſions at all to religion, 


we may imagine, that the blind-led idol- 
ator falls down before the ſun, adores 


him as the author of his being, and 
execrates the man, who believes in any 
other ruler of the world ;—the prieſts are 
5 inventing new juperſtitions to impoſe up- 


on the public, and new gratifications for 


themſelves in private and the ſneering 


infidel, aware of the cheat, laughs at all 


religion, as an hypocritical ſcheme to fat- 
te the pricſt hood, or a political engine 
to overawe the vulgar.— But religion of 


any kind ſcarcely engages the notice of 
multitudes 1 he men of renown are en- 
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citing the land to themſelves and their 


heirs for ever; or they are carrying into 
execution ſome new ſchemes of oppreſſion, 
which the oppreſſed repay with curſes, 


and, in their turn, pillage one another, 


The pale-faced worldling, meagre in his 
viſage and (apparel, is ſecreting from the 


eyes of the injured or rapacious, the produce 


of fraud and diſhoneſty; and he contem- 


plates the wages of unrighteouſneſs, with 


a mixture of joy and anxiety. The man 
of buſineſs refolves to go to-morrow inio 


| ſuch or ſuch a city, and buy and ſell and 


get gain.* His opulent neighbour, on the 


other hand has retired, ſecured his wealth, 


and ſung the requiem to his ſoul, Soul, 
thou haſh much goods laid up for many 


years, take thine eaſe, eat drink and be 
merry.” The ſons and daughters of plea- 
ſure have devoted the day to mirth and 


feſtivuy. They were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the 


da) that Noah entered into the ark, nd 
knew not until the flood came, and took 


them all away, ſaid our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


by which he did not mean, to criminate 


E 3 a the 


4 James Iv. 13. 4 Luke xli. 19. 8 Mat. XXLV. 37. 
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the appointed uſe of the indulgences of | 


life; the latter claule of the verſe points 
out the latnude, in which the former is 
to be underitood. They diſregarded God 
their maker, They had offered them- 
ſelves a ſacrifice at the ſhrine of folly. 
They were overwhelmed in ſenſuality and 
vice, and their hearts and eyes too in- 
tent upon felt-gratification, to perceive 


the ſymptoms of the impending judg- 


ment. We may ſuppoſe, then, the table 
of luxury to be ſpread—the choiceſt fruits 
provided the moſt delicious wines pre- 
pared— the feaſt greedily devoured— the 
cup of drunkenneſs cloſely plied — the 
pophane oath and wanton jeſt briſkly cir- 
culated the lewd ſong received with ap- 
plauſe, and re-echoed by the ftrains of 
muſic, till, heated by intemperance, the 


gueſts proceed to exceſſes of luſt and of | 


cruelty ; or ſtupified by intoxication are 
locked up in inſenſibility.— J he relations 
of Noah have divided amongſt themiclves 
his flocks and herds; for they ludicroul- 
ly obſerve, © The good man is buried 
alive, and has no further need of them.” 
Or they anticipate the confuſion he will 
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be in, when his panic is over, and his 
apprehenſions of a deluge proved chime- 


rical. They have lately buried their great 


grandfather Methulelah, and every one 


erjoys the belief, that he is as firmly 


built for reaching the thouſandth year, 
« Come, ſay they, I will fetch wine, and 


wwe will fill ourſelves with ſtrong drink, and 
to-morrow ſhall be as this day, and much 


more abundant.” Perhaps there are a few, 


| who think more favourably of Noah than 


the reſt; and one or t vo, poſſibly, who, 


almoſt perſuaded that his counſel is the 
true wiſdom, have formed a determina- 
tion to apply to him for a place in the 
ark; but they think it hard immediate- 


ly to abandon their diverſions, and ſub- 
mit to be cooped up in a dungeon; they 
are loth alſo to expoſe themſelves, un- 
neceſſarily, to the deriſion of their ac- 
quaintapce; but reſolve to watch cloſely, 
and fly upon the firſt token of the ruin 


predicted. — Wretched creatures! While 


you heſitate tis too late.—Behold the cin- 
dows of heaven are opened, and the thick 
clouds darken the horizon, —— Hark 
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peſt, or waſhed away by. the flood 
Quickly the alarm becomes general. 
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What's that ſound ?—Tis a clap of thun 


der. — The red lightening flaſhes, as if 
heaven was angry. — The tempeſt roars, 
as if the elements proclaimed war. And 
the clouds pour ' down, not refreſhing 
ſhowers, but huge torrents of water. 
Another ſound "ſucceeds, ——Tho. earth 


| Groans, As it It were in Pangs of travail.— 


T he. fountains of the great deep are opened; 
and, on the impetuous tide, rides deſo- 
lation in awful grandeur — Fields, houſes 


and villages are laid waſte — The affright- 


ed inhabitants climb the trees of the 
wood; but are ſuffocated by the tem- 


Thoſe that reſide neareſt the ark ruſh 
with conſternation towards it.— They call, 


but receive no anſwer — They attempt to 


burſt it open, but in vain; the ſame di- 
vine hand, that ſhut Noah in, has ſhut 


them out.—Safe he hopes to be, who can 
fix himſelf upon the outſide — Deluſive 
| hope! The tempeſt ſoon diſengages that 


confidence which is ſtrongeſt. - Others fly 


"0 the defenced cities; but walls and for- 


Ufications are no bulwark againſt an in- 
vader, 


bin 4. NWuaſs Art. $1 


vader, every moment reinforced by freſh 


| ſupplies. — What crowds are ſeen upon 


the hills and mountains! Deprived of 
their all, they yet wiſh to protract their 


| hives, though it be in terror, —The ene- 


my advances, their retreat becomes nar- 
rower, and their anxieties more prevalent, 


— They invoke the luminaries of heaven; 
but theſe have neither ears to hear the 
ſupplications, nor eyes to ſee the miſery 


of their votaries, nor power to help them, 
—They even call upon the true God, 


but he laughs at their calamity, and mocks 
at their fear.*—Deſpair, diſtraction and 


death cloſe the dreadful tragedy.— While 
the deſpiſed ark, wafted upon the ſurface 
of the deep, triumphs, over the guilty 
and infatuated world; upon the decreaſe 


of the deluge reſts on the mountains 


of Ararat, and Noah, his wife and chil- 
dren (in all eight ſouls) with the beaſts 
under their care, iſſue forth, after a con- 


finement of twelve months, being reſery- 
ed by providence, to be the means of 


repleniſhing the earth with beaſts. and 


men. 
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HE hiftory, thus literally ſtated, 
affords a poſitive and itriking proof 
of the care and ſolicitude, with which the 
Lord regards thoſe who have made him 
their retuge z and is not the alone in- 
ſtance, wherein he has diſtinguiſhed them 
by his ſpecial protection, when, thouſands 
have fallen on their right hand, and ten 
thouſand on their left." But, 


II. Were we to top here, ſhould we 
E not omit ſome uſetul obſervations, the 
New Teſtament authorizes us to make? 
— The Apoſtle Peter, dilcour ſing ot the 
ſufferings of Chriſt ard their bleſica ef- 
fects to his church, makes a digreſſion 
to the deſtruction of the old world, and 
the 1ſiicty of Noah in the ark; and in 
the fulicit manner Ceciares, that baftiſm 
doth nuw hold out to us (he like fi, ure 


of 


h Pſalm xxci. 7. 
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of ſalvation ; by rhe reſurrefion of FJeſus 
Chriſt ;* for baptiſmal immerſion, bearing 
the reſemblance of a burial and reſurrec- 
tion, plainly points to the death and re- 
rurrection of our Lord, as the means of 
' ſheltering his people, from the wrath. to 
come. Noah's ark, conſequently, was a 
type of the bleſſed Jeſus—and a lawful 
parallel may be drawn, between the ſal- 
vation by means of the former, and that 
through the latter. This leads us, there- 
fore, 55 
1. To a recollection of the cauſe of the 
flood. — It was ſin, the alone reaſon why. 
the beneficent fountain of all good is 
ever diſpleaſed with the creatures of his 
own formation,—Sin, the root from which 
guilt and miſery: (bitter fruits!) derive. their 
exiſtence and ſupport. As a wild beaſt, 
hampered in the toils, retains his ſavage 
nature, ſo fin, overawed by the judg- 
met we have been treating of, (till 
lurked in the hearts of the ſurvivors. 
As the fire that lay ſmothering retains 
its inflammatory qualities, and, upon the 
application of comhboſſibles, rev.ves and 

8 iges 
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rages with renewed miſchief, ſo ſin broke 
out afreſh, even in the conduct of thoſe 
who were eye witneſſes of the deluge; and 
ſpread its contagious influence over their 
poſterity, notwithſtanding the pious ex- 


amples of the godly, and their ſtrenuous 


endeavours to ſtop its daring progreſs. 


Inadequate to this deſired effect, alio, 


have been the keen-biting ſatire, the 


well- pointed ridicule, the grave rebukes 


of ſages and philoſophers, the wiſeſt of 


civil regulations, the ſevereſt of human 
puniſhments. And that the evil exam- 
| ples of the wicked, have diſſeminated tho 


practices of immorality with ſuch facility 
in the world, evinces a moſt unhappy: 
predilection in the mind for that which 


is ſinful, and that the fountain muſt of 
neceſſity be polluted, when the ſtreams, 


without exception, are impure. The Whole 
world lieth in wickedneſs,” was the com- 


plaint of old.— When has the fact been 
otherwiſe? I do not mean to enter into 
a circumſtantial MOOT of the vices 
the world has abounded in; but leave 
it to experience to de ee whether, 


ally wing 
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allowing for a few whom grace has made 
to differ, any age or nation can be men- 
tioned, wherein fin has not been predo- 
minant ? And ſhall not the judge of all 
the earth do ris ht OCan he behold, with 
indifference, his laws trampled under foot, 
and the order of his government, upon 
which the good of the whole depends, 
ſubverted? Is it not natural to infer, 
from what we know of his attributes 
and paſt proceedings, that he now takes 


= cognizance«of, and will in due time make 


a ſolemn inquiſition into the actions of 
men? Scripture eſtabliſhes the dectrine, 
that it is appointed unto men once to die, 
and after this the judgment. Death, like 
an overflowing current, is with irreſiſti— 
ble rapidity, advancing to all mankind, 
It will cover the moſt conſpicuous ſtati- 
ons, even all the high hills under heaven, 
I. hath paſſed upon ail men, for that all 
have ſinned,” and the remotelt hope of 
eſcaping it vaniſhes from our fight, Judg- 
meat, alike unavoldable, demands our 
deepeſt reflection, who are conicious of 
having broke the laws of the Moſt High. 

1. 


Gen. xviii. 25. Heb. ix. 27. Rom, v. 12. 
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I is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God,* unable as we are to 
excule our lins, to offer a compenſation 
for them, or eridure their puniſhment, To 
them who are ccutenticus, and do not ohey 
| the truth, he will render indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh.” In this 
alarming ſituation, the moſt momentous 
queition is, Nhat muſt we do to be ſaved?? 
Earthly affairs, of the higheſt conſequence, 
are trifles compared with this queſtion, 
The moſt laudable purſuits, independent 
of this, a mere waſte of life. No folly 
can match that which toils for the accom- 
modation of the body, in a precarious 
exiſtence, and ' neglects the foul, whoſe 
happineſs or miſery will meaſure immor— 
taliy ——which pants eagerly tor the ap- 
plauſe of mortals, and regards not the 
ſmiles or frown» of God—which is anx- 
ous to provide tor poſterity, but not for 
its own everlaſting weltare—which is ſen- 
| fible that the bulineſs of this world calls 
for care and induſtry, but unapprchen- 
five that eternal concerns deſerve as much 

e carnellucſs, as che tuture ſtate out- 
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weighs the preſent—is careful and cum- 


bercd about n any things, and accounts 


upon eaſily accommodating matters with 


God, at the concluſion of life; vainly 


preſuming, that a few ceremonious pray- 


eis, a tew oſftentatious ads of charity, 
and the credit given by the wcrld, tor 


its perſonal honeſty, will be ſufficient to 
appeale the divine wrath, and an equi- 


valent for the glory and felicity above 
—which holds the truth in unrighteouſ- 


neſs, reſting in the notional and lifeleſs 


_ profeſſion of goſpel doctrines, without the 


experience of their inward efficacy — or 
which half admits the neceſſity of ftriv- 
ing to enter in at the ſtrait gate,” yet 
puts it off to a ſcaſon more diſtant 


reluctant, for the preſent, to forſake its 
darling purſuits, and val:.ly placing that 


cor fidence in futuriy, which former bro- 


ken reſolutions, and the well-known un- 
| certainty of our lives, render to the laſt 
degree dangerous. There cannot be a 


clearer proot of the deceicfulnets. of fin, 
and the degeneracy of the heart, even 


trom the dur cxercile ot the principles of 


telt- | 
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ſelf preſervation, than the facility with 
which men are cheated out of their ſouls 
—ihe fond credulty, with which they 
receive the greateſt abſurdities, When ſerved 
up as Opiates LO Conicience the tenaci— 
outnels, with which they graſp, at the 
riſque of all to them valuable, any co- 
lourable ſalvo, to pacify the mind, and 
retain it in its adherence to Satan,—Not 
ſo thoſe who are made w/e unto ſalvation.* 
— | he example of Noah reminds us, 
2. Of the practice of a perſon effec- 
tually awakened, to a proper diſcernment 
of his ſpiritual intereſts. —— Noah was 
warned of God,—So were others repeat- 
_ edly, Their infenſibility ought to be 
imputed ſolely to their hardneſs of heart, 
But to what is the oppoſite conduct of 
Noah to be aſcribed? He had faith of 
the operation of Ged.;,* and his practice, ſo 
influenced, was agreeable to God's com- 
mands. The deſolation foretold, he cre- 
dited the prediction, and was moved with 
fear for himſelf and family. Inſtructed 
to build an aik, he duly weighed every 
| particular of his inſtructions—nut prefum- 
ing 
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| ing to follow any ſpeculations of his own, 


concerning the form or ſize of the veſ- 
ſel; but wiſely reflecting, that his duty 
was implicitly to copy the divine pat- 
tern, And, at 'the time appointed, he 
took. ſhelter in that refuge, of which God 
was the all-wiſe contriver ; at the ſame 
time, believing in that more dignified 
ſecurity,, of which the ark was fo de- 
ſcriptive a type. Thus, faith Solomon, 
the prudent man foreſeeth the evil and hide 
eih himſelf.” The goſpel falvation is, in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe, the ſalvation of God 3” 


—the firſt motion of it came from him 


—he alone planned, he completed it 
and, ſo well- adjuſted are its ſeveral parts, 
that the whole forms a beautiful and 


noble ſtructure, in every reſpect worthy 
of its author. The ſinner, therefore, 


who is effectually apprized of the ven— 


geance juſtly incurred, by his offences of 


heart and life, and of the doleiul iſſue 


of approaching judgment to the wicked, 


enquires, with the utmoſt ſolicitude, about 
the way of eſcape. Pointed to the ſalva- 
tion of the goſpel, he duly exerciſes his 
ES, 5 25. 74,505» oalun; 
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reaſon, yet ſuppoſes it fallible, and dreads 
to reply agatnlt infinite wiſdom, or mix 
the imagination of a corrupt heart with 
the counſel of God; but, as a new-bory 
babe, he receives with metkneſs* whatever 
appears to be revealed in the Bible, and 
is humbly deſiioue of being further en. 
lightened. Taught to regard Jeſus as the 
only ſatety of his foul, he flies for refuge 
10 lay hold of the hope ſet before him; 
and that full deli erance from wrath and 
fin, (which, while it reinſtates the ſoul 
in the divine acceptance, unites holineſs 
with happineſs, and forms the heart into 
the divine likeneſs) is the alone ground 
of his truſt and confidence, the chief ob- 
ject of his devouteſt wiſhes, Chriſt is his 
ell in all, the medium by which his 
prayers alcend to God, and by which 
bleſſings of every kind are communicat- 
ed to his foul To Chriſt he relorts, 
On Chriſt he Jeans his dependance. The 
life that he lives in the fleſh, he lives by 
the faith of the Son of God.“ The love 
of Chriſt 0 his words, and actu- 
ates 
5 : Pet. ii. 1. 1 Heb. vi. 19. 
2 Col. iii. 11, 2 Gal, ii. 20. 
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ates his works. Happy the pecple who are 


in ſuch a caſe! Yea happy the people wheſe 
God is the Lord! - We arc led, 

3. From the ſituation of Noah in the 
ark, to ſpeak of the bleſſedneſs of being 
intereſted in Jeſus. —If the ark was pre- 
pared for ſuſtaining the attack of rhe 


_ tempeſt, and ſcreening its inhabitants from 


the violence of the avenging flood, Jeſus is, 
in a much higher ſenſe, a refuge from 


the wrath of God. By the divinity of 
his character, the conſummate holiueſs of 


his life, and the awful circumſtances of 
his death, he has preſented that fſatisfac- 


tion for fin, which may effectually ſecure 
the believing ſinner from its penal con- 
ſequences; and ſo ſafe are the fouls unit - 
ed to him, that, kept by the power of God, 
not the force of temptation, the tribula- 


tions of the world, the terrors of perſe- 


cution, the commotions of kingdoms and 
nations, or the diſſolving ſtroke of death, 


are able to pluck them out of his hand,* or 
eſſentially injure them; neither can the 


procedure of the awful day of judgment 
be unfavourable, ſince it is God who juſ- 


D tifieth 
Palm cxliv. 15 John x. 28. 


N 
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Ef the ark was turniſhed wich neceſſa- 


in Chriſt all fullneſs ſhould dwell,* for the 


deemed. Not only is heir place of de. 


is a trealure in the Lord Jeſus, yea, un- 
ſearchable riches and righteouſneſs, laid up 


ing faith in him. God comforts them in 


times uncomfortable, is not owing to any 


ark, and to leſſen the inconvenience of 


tifieth them," it is Chriſt who died for them. 


ries, for the ſubſiſterce of thole it con- 
tained, it hath alſo pleaſed ihe father that 


ſpiritual ſupport and comfort of his re- 


fence as the munitions of rocks, but their Þ 
bread ſhall be given them, thiir waters ſhall 
be ſure, their real wants ſupplied, their 
ſickneſs healed, their conſolations abound, 


their peace poſs all underſtanding. There 


for the uſe of thoſe that poſſeſs a liv- 
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all their tribulations. He knows thcir 
ſouls in adverſity, And that they are at 


deficiency in him, but to their own un- 
belief and want of appetite, They are 
not ſtraitened in God, but in themlelves, 
—]t contributed, further, in no ſmall de- 
gree, to the preſervation of thoſe in the 


. 5 
4 Rom, viii. 33. *'Cal:-i- 19; | 


f Iſa. xxxili. 16. K Phil. iv. 7. 
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the confinemen*, that the animals ſhut up 
ſcem, for that time, to have loſt their 
accultumed fiercencls; and perhaps it may 
be allowed to call this circumſtance, a 
ſhadow of that more glorious and per- 
manent change, which paſſes upon the 
minds and tempers uf all that partake 
of the chriſtian falvation: nor need I 
inſiſt long on the proof of the exalted 
and ſupreme felicity, that reſults from 
the change itſelf, when pride is reduce 
ed to humility, falſhood to truth, ha» 
red to love, rancour to meekneſs and 
gentleneſs, hardneis of heart to ſympathy 
and compaſſion, and cruelty to benevo- 
lence and forgiveneſs; — in ſhort, when 
the former converſation, the old man, is put 


off, with his corrupt and deceitful luſts, and, 


through the enriching grace of God, the 


nero man is put on, which, after God, is 


created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs."— 


Once more, after a ſinnlar but ſuperior 


manner, that the waters which overwhelined 


W the old world, lifted up the ark, and 
{ ſettled it upon the mountains of Ararat, 


W dcath is the believer's greateſt good. He 


- 18 
* Eph. iv. 23, 24. 
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is in Chriſt, and Chriſt hath. waded thry 
the flood, and founded its protoundtſt 
. depths. He hath conquered death, and 
will carry his ſaints unhurt through it.— 
That event, which is deſervediy the ſinner's 
principal dread, will ratfe the goilly above 
the effes of the curſe — wilt waft them 
to the everlaſting hills —will fix them for 
ever in the boom of their Father and 
God — whilit % they that are far from 
him periſh; reminding us 
4. Of- the fearful end of the ungodly, 
who, not ſheltered in Chriſt, are expoled 
to the wrath of God's incenſed mayjeity — 
It is not always, that men will view theſe 
ſubjects with their preſent eaſe and indif- 
ference — not always, as matters of every 
one's concern, but their own, The moſt 
thoughtleſs and unaffectied muſt enter per 
ſonally upon the ſcene of action. And, 
methinks, | behold the unregenerate ſin- 
ner, as a criminal expecting the ſtroke of 
the executioner.— le wiſhes tor life, but a Þ 
repr eve is impoſſible— he would tit bribe | 
the king of terre, but the ſtern 11, rant 
is inflexible — he would Call ume back, 
but | 


i Palin Ixxtil, 24. 
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but it is gone Out of hearing — What ſene 
ſations more keen, what 101:0ws more 
pungent, what lamentations more bitter 
and agonizing, than thoſe Over precious 


moments, 5 prelence has been un- 
improved, and their flight unnoticed — 
precious opportunities neglected and irre- 
vocable — and a precious foul, ſtung with 
remorſe, but not ſoftened into repentance— 


enduring the terrors of the Lord, and 
uninſpired by the hopes of the goſpel ? 
—— Draw near, ye ſons of vanity and 


mirth — Try if ye can ſtand the fight. 
unmoved — make the reflections of your 
dying companion, the ſubject of your pity 


or your deriſion — pronounce the accuſa- 


tions of conſcience, the effects of relaxed 


nerves, or the effuſions of a diſturbed 


brain — flatter yourſelves, that, at a re- 


mote period, you ſhall encounter death 


with more firmneſs and compoſure — but 


know, that you are treaſuiting up mate» 
rials for the picture cxhibited — and God 
alone knows ihe iſſ. c 415 a bold af- 


ſertion, that ncne have been LI fied with 


true contrition in the dying hour ; bur, 


ſoul's 


it muit be conteſld, that to lake the 


* 
* 
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ſoul's eternal welfare on the hazard of 
what may happen upon a death bed, is, 
though common, a ſpecies of gaming the 
moſt awfully fooliſh, as yet practiſed by 
an advenivrous world. And what if we 
purſue thele thoughts beyond the boun- 
daries of time? Suppote the ſinner 
to have no bands in his death, or to fall 
unapprehenſive of its arrival — to be ſur. | 
prized in careleſſoeſs, obdurate in impe. 
nitence, or deluded by falſe confidences, 
Follow him to the bar of God. —— Behold 
him, accompanied by crowds of his fel. 
low-immortals, waiting the juſt, the final 
deciſion of the arbiter of life and death. 
— At length the Judge deſcends, and, 
with uneriing preciſion, ſeparates the 
' ſheep from the goats. The laboured 
ſubterfuges by which the wicked have 
ſtudied to impole upon themſelves — to. 
which they have fled to conceal their real 
characters, are laid open, and, flee as a 
dream when one awaketh. How unavailing 
the petition, * Lord, Lord, open unto us, 
when once the maſter of the houſe hath 
ſhut to the door | To what purpoſe the 
pes We have been called by thy 


na lic, | 
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name, partook of thine ordinances, eaten 
and drank in thy preſence, and thou haſt 
taught in our ſtreets ; when Chriſt replies, 
I tell you I know you not, whence ye are; 
I Jepart from me all ye workers of iniquity? 
= What weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, when 
re /aall fee Abraham and Iſaac and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, and Iſrael of God 
8 ſecure in his kingdom, and you yourſelves 
. 7ziruft out!“ And where ſhall the guilty 
hide their heads, when e heavens being 


„n fire are difſolved—the elements melt with 
. I fervent heat—the earth, with the works 
1 [ Zherein, are burned up—and the hail ſweeps 


= away the refuge of lies into the gulph 
of endleſs perdition ? If the overflowing 
of the old world, as an hiſtorical fact, 
= awakens our ſenſibility or terror, what 
W feelings will be excited by the general 
= conflagration, in thoſe who are ſpectators 
of the event, perhaps nearly concerned in 
it! Confider this ye that forget God, leſt 
he tear you in pieces, and there be none to 

deliver." If he whet his glittering fword, 
and his hand take hold on Judgment, he will 
render vengeance to his enemies, and reward 
= them 


Like zul. 25. | Iſa, xxviii. 17. " Pſalm 1. 22. 
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them that hate him.” How deſirable, in 
the certain proſpect of this wreck of our 
material ſyſtem, to be able, upon ſuffi. 
cient grounds, to add with the Apoſtle, 
| Nevertheleſs we, according to Chriſt's promiſe, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs !* 


n Deut. xxxii. 41. 0 2 Pet. iii. 13. 


— 


H r M N. 
Look back my ſoul with holy dread, 
And view thoſe ancient rebels dead, 


Attend the grace proclaimed, to day, 
Nor loſe the bleſſing by delay. 


Seize the kind promiſe while it Van 
And march to Zion's heavenly gates. 
Believe, and take the promis'd reſt, 
Obey, and be for ever bleſt. 
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Animal food permitted, 


GENESIS 1. 3% 


Even as the green herb have 1 
. given you all things. 


« TY) H AT authority have you for 


My _ eating fleſh?” is a queſtion 
put with great ſucceſs to the champions 
of infidelity. They inſinuate, that all ne- 


ceſſary ti uth, and every part of duty, are 


ſo ſelf-evident to the faculties of the hu- 


man mind, that a revelation from heaven 
was not wanted, either to inſtruct us in 


their nature, or enforce them upon us, 


We demand then, What licenſe have 
« you for killing the beaſts, and con- 
18 vertig them into food ?” If they re- 
Ply, © The brutes are of a lower rank 


* in the creation, and deligned for our 
** « uſe,” 
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* uſe,” — be it ſo. — But though born 
in a ſtate of ſubjection and ſervitude, 
e {till what right have you to put them 
to death? You did not ſend them into 
„ the world; and what authority have 
« you for ſending them out before their 
due time, and taking away that life 
„ which you did not give?“ — If it be 
argued, that © Unleſs the beaſts are llain, 
&« the world will be overſtocked with ani- 
„ mals,” perhaps the fact might be 
controverted; but admitted, the utmoſt 
it proves is, that when the neceſſity be- 
comes indiſpenſable, it may be expedient 
to ſlay ſome, leſt they ſnould become bur- 
denſome. It will not warrant the daily 
practice of eating them; not to ſay, that 
if the argument was extended as far as 


La) 


it can reach, it would equally juſtify | 


the fomenting war, and promoting the 
ſlaughter of mankind, leſt the world ſhould 
be overſtocked with men.—If it be urged, 
further, The human teeth and ſtomach 
<« ſeem to intimate that man is a carni- 
* yorous animal, — The brutes will die in 
&« a lingering and more painful manner, 
te they do not ſuffer a violent death, — 

And, 


— 


E 
£5 
. 
+S 


Dil. 5. Animal food permitted. 194 


« And, moreover, their fleſh is ſo agree- 


„able to our palates, and nouriſhing to 
% our bodies, that it is reaſonable to ſup- 
“ poſe they were created for our ſuſte- 
e nance.” IJ beg leave to obſerve, that, 
without further light, theſe preſumptions 
are not better reaſons, than a cannibal 


might adduce for feaſting on his cap- 
tives. He might ſay, © If I do not kill 
« that man he will at laſt die— perhaps 


« die in great pain and weakneſs of body, 


« whereas I kill him in an inſtant, Be- 
% ſides human fleſh is ſo much ſweeter 
and more nouriſhing than any other 
kind of meat, that 1t muſt be lawful 
to feed upon it,” — If it be added, 


The brutes have no rational ſoul — are 


* not accountable to God for their actions 


* —and therefore death can be no loſs 


* to them,” — granted, But how came 


we to know all this ? — Could we diſcern 


it by nature's light alone? No, — Then 


a revelation from heaven was neceſlary, 


to make a diſtinction between the rational 
and brute creation. And it is ſolely from 
this ſacred repoſitory, that we have ſuffi- 
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cient warrant for putting the latter to 
death, for the common, purpoſes of food. 
Our text 1s the firſt permiſſion of this 
nature in the Bible. — The primitive com- 
mand was to eat the green herb, and the 
fruit of all the trees, one only excepted.” 
And though it appears that, after the 
fall, Abel was a keeper of ſheep, and 
| beaſts were ſacrificed by him and Noah; 
yet not that they fed on them, Indeed 
the ground, at that time, brought forth 
in fo rich an abundance, and of ſo nu— 
tritious a quality, that fleſh, poſſibly, 
was needleſs, But the deluge has mixcd 
up the earth to that degree, that it is 
not now as it proceeded out of the hands 
of its Creator, It has in many relpects 
degenerated from its original beauty and 
excellence; in conſideration of which, the 
merciful Diſpoſer of nature has benevo- 
lently ordained; that the fleſh of other 
animals ſhould make a part of our juſte- 
' nance; and to other favours, which the 
preceding verſes enumerate, added, in the 
text, Even as the green herb have I given 
Ki all things z at the ſame time forbidding 
the 
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the murder of the human ſpecies, and 


the uſe of blood for food; the reaſon 


of which laſt prohibition is generally ſup- 
poſed to be, that the blood was ſacred, 


as typical of the blood of Chriſt, and 


to be uſed only in the ſacrifices, 
Now from the liberty here granted, 


there ariſe ſeveral important deductions 


— profitable ſubjects of meditation, and 
directions for our condu in life.— As, 


T. That though it be owe to kill 


the beaſts for food, yet it 1s not lawful 


to take away lite, in an unneceſſary | or 


cruel manner, ws 
There is an evident trite in the 


words, Even as the green herb. — When 
the herbs are cut, ſome valuable end is 
preſuppoſed, otherwite it is reckoned waſte, 
The ſame limitation is to be obſerved 

with reſpect to the animals, Life may 
be innocently taken away, yet it is to be 
done juſt as far as it is of real uſe, and 


no farther. Animals are not to be flaugh- 


tered wantonly, nor blood ſhed ads.” to 
anſwer ſome proper and valuable purpoſe, 
Es it for food? Is it necellary ? —1 hen 
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do it.— But not elſe.— If, too, life is de- 
ſtroyed, let the ſtroke be to the victim, 
as eaſy and ſpeedy as poſſible. To pro- 
tract the pangs of death to let an ani- 
mal linger in miſery that its fleſh may 
be more delicate, however conſiſtent with 
the refinements of luxury, contradicts the 
feelings of humanity, and is a wicked 
abuſe of the indulgence permitted in the 
text, —— And this leads me to venture 
another remark—thart hunting, merely for 
the ſport of the exerciſe, ſcans ald here 
forbidden. No doubt there are caſes in 
which hunting is blameleſs.— When it is 
for the procurement of food — when the 
creatures are hurtful to the community — 
and when they cannot be taken in any 
other way, But . theſe are not generally 
the motives. To diſpatch them ſpeedily 
is accounted diſhonourable, and contrary _ 
to eſtabliſhed rules. — No. A timorous 
and helpleſs creature muſt be run down 
by a pack of dogs, till, its ſtrength ex- 
hauſted, it dies in an agony, or is torn 
in pieces, the ſportſmen ſhouting over 
its fall as a mighty conqueſt, and having 
the greater eueren the more miſery 


the 
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the animal was put to. The Bible fo 
ſtrongly marks this ſavageneſs of diſpoſi- 
tion, that it fixes a ſtigma upon Nimrod, 
as a mighty hunter before the Lord; and 
it is not improbable, that, from his fe- 
rocity of nature, and delight in torment- 
ing the brute creation, the tranſition was 
ealy, to his commencing a cruel tyrant 
and oppreſſor of his fellow-men, and a 
violent perſecutor of good people; from 
whence it became a kind of proverb, in 
characterizing an enormous degree of bar- 
barity, to add, Even as Nimrod the mighty 
hunter before the Lord." And I ſincerely 
wiſh, ſomething could be ſaid on this 
ſubject, more to the honour of our civi- 
lized nation, than that even the ſolem- 
nity of law has been adopted, to preſerve 
de game, or rather, with hold it from 
the indigent (who have a kind of pecu- 
liar right to it, and for whoſe ſubſiſtence 
it is an obvious and well-adapted pro- 
viſion) and confine it. to the opulent, 
who have food enough and to ſpare, and 
are in no danger of ſuffering the pangs 
of hunger, — I ſubmit theſe obſervations 
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to the judgment of the candid; and am 


-perſuaded they will make the deeper im- 


preſſion, if we properly attend to a 


II. Thought from our text. T he per- 


| miſſion to eat animal food, leads to a 


reflection on fin the ruinous cauſe.—That 
creatures, who never offended God, are 


on our account ſubjected to death; nay, 
that they are ſlaughtered for the tempo- 
rary ſupport of our lives, at the time 


that it is an evidence of the exuberant 


mercy of our God, is a proof of the 
malignant effects of our ſins againſt him, 


While, therefore, we receive the creatures 
of God with thankſgiving, we are called 


upon to receive them with humility. And, 
methinks, every meal of animal food 


ſhould be eat in ſuch a lowly frame and 
temper of mind. — Sce that chicken, — 


The hen gathered it, while yet an egg, 


under her wings. — She harched and nou— 
riſked it. — She "watched it with the anxicty 
of a parent —She defended it from the 


birds of prey —Skhe would not hericlt eat, 
that it might have ſufficient —She would 
have riſqued her own lite, rather than her 
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young one ſhould be injured, -And for 
what eventual purpoſe. was all this care 
and tenderneſs? That 1t might be killed, 
truſſed up, and drefled for this or that 
perlon, becauſe he has ſinned againſt God, 


and the infirmity of nature cannot be ſuſ- 


Be- 


tained without iuch nouriſhment. 
hold that ſheep. —Her mother brought her 


forth with pain, and ſuckled her with fond- 
neſs.— White was her fleece, and her coun- 
tenance meekneſs.—She ſeemed an emblem 


of innocence ; and, as ſhe grew up, united 


uſcfulneſs to harmleſſneſs, — She was con- 
tented with a little, — Before her ſhearers 


ſhe was dumb, and brought an yearly tri- 


bute to her maſter, —That wool, that kept 


her warm in winter, was by and by cut off, 
to keep her maſter warm—to be converted 


into cloathing for him and his family,— 
And, being herſelf a ſervant, ſhe brought 


forth others equally her maſter's property. 
— — But this is not all ſhe is deſtined to. 


—— Behold her taken from the fiel! to 
the flaughter-houle,—Sce her bound, a d 


the knie raiſed to put an end to her life, 


Sheets patient under al, and ſubmiiſive 
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agonies of death ſhe undergoes, — Your 
heart bleeds at the deſcription, and can 
purſue it no further. —For what, let me 
aſk, was this inflicted,” if ſhe was not an 
uſeleſs, or noxious animal—if ſhe had done 
her maſter no injury, nor had provoked. 
her Maker? Why, her maſter is a fin- 
ner, and a curſe is denounced againſt him, 
Ile muſt himſelf ſhortly die.—Sickneſs 
and diſeaſe, the feeds of mortality, lurk 
within and enervate his frame; ſo that 
if his body is ſupported, to go through 
the duties and fatigues of life, he needs. 
another's ſtrength to be added to his own; 
and the ſheep, groans out her life tor his. 
maintenance, —That cow, alſo, gives milk 
to the whole family —The infant- offspring 
is nouriſhed, with the fineſt particles of 
her blood. —Nay more, her milk is turn- 
ed into butter, and cheeſe; and, of her 
own accord, ſhe comes twice a day to 
be milked, as if to provide for others 
were to relieve herſelf of a burden. But in 
time ſhe, alſo, is ordained to the flaugh- 
ter—knocked down—and the Iron enters 
into her throat, that ſhe may be cut in 
pieces. and man tecd upon his providers 
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And all this is neceſſarily done too. Let 


us look back and recollect, what a pro- 
fuſion of life has contributed to feed the 
vital flame within us! The beaſts of the 


field, the birds of the air, the inhabi- 
tants of the waters have each furniſhed 


their reſpective quotas. We are debtors 


to each, and infinitely more to the mer- 


ciful Provider. And to what good pur- 


poſe, then, have we ſpent the days and 


years thus lengthened out? How many 
innocent creatufes have yielded up their 
breath for the ſubſiſtence of men, abundant- 


ly more unprofitable than the beaſts. that 
periſh — who, to judge from appearances, 
„„ have 


I. am happy, ſince the compoſure of this diſ- 


courſe, to find the ſame reflections adopted by the- 


pious and critical Dr. Watts, Miſcellanies, page“ 
| 58. Energetus, an uſeleſs member of ſociety, con- 


vinced of the unprofitableneſs of his paſt life, puts 
up the following ejaculations. Above a dozen 
* feathered creatures, ſmall and great, have, one 


« week with another, given up their lives to pro- 
long mine, which in ten years time amounts to 


« at leaſt fix thouſand.— Fifty ſheep have been 
4 ſacrificed in a year, with half a Hecatomb of 
black cattle, that I might have the choiceſt parts 
6 offered weekly upon my table. Thus a thouſand 
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have come into the world for no end 
more valuable than to eat to ſlcepto 


play to do miſchief and to die. If the 
brutes poſleſs a nature interior to our's, 
yer they anſwer the end for which they 


were formed, and inſtinctively fill up that 


ſphere in which God has placed them. 


Beaſts and all cattle, creeping things and 


flying fowl praiſe the Lord.“ If we are 
of a ſuperior order, our obligations to 
duty are proportionable, and the crime 


of diſobedience worthy. of immediate de- 
ſtruction. Yet the bealts expire, that we 


e at lea, that the ax. 209 - 
of 

Fo | beaſts out of the flock and herd have been ſlain 
« in ten years time to feed me, beſides what the 

« foreſt and the park have ſupplied me with. Many 
© hundreds of fiſhes have, in all their varieties, 
© been robbed of life for my wo; and of the 
« ſmaller fry as many thouſands. And what 
% have I done all this time for God or man? What 


a vaſt profuſion of good taings upon an uſeleſs 


«© life, and a worthleſs liver! There is not the 
«© meaneſt creature among all theſe which I have 


« devoured, but hach auiwered the end of its crea- 


« tion better than I. Every fhrimp and oyſter I 


* have eat, hath filed up its place in the rank of 
« bcinys with more propr et, and honour than 1 


11 have gone : © ihan:eful waſte of lite aud dime! 1** 
Fialm cxlviii. 10. 


\ 
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of death may for a time be ſatiated, and 
our ſentence reſpited. low have we me- 
rited ſuch favour? What an antidote to 


voluptuouſneſs would. rcſult from a ſeri- 


ous regard to theſe weighty. conſidera— 


tions! Let wolves and. bears rapaciouſſy 
tear, and ravenoufly. devour their prey. 


But it were to be wiſhed, that rational 


creatures might partake of the bounties 
of Providence in a rational way. And 
ſinful creatures ought to remember that 


on account of tranſgreſſiuns perpetrated 
by them, the whole creation groans and 
is in bitterneſs unto this day remember 


this fact, as a motive to unfeigned ſor- 
row for ſin; and, from principles of 


gratitude, ſeck the improvement of thoſe. 
lives, which are maintained at fo vaſt an 


expence. 


III. There is another piece of inſtruc- 
tion, which I hope may be naturally ſug- 
geſted from the words—I mean, the ſub— 
ſticution of one lite for another; and 
theretore, by analopy, the realonabicnels 
ot the doctrive of redemption through 
our Lord Jeſus Chiuit.—I do not ground 

on 
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on any thing here advanced, an argu. 
ment for a doctrine that has poſitive 
and abundant evidence in other parts of 


the ſacred ſcriptures, My deſign is mere. 


ly an illuſtration of this glorious truth, 
which lies at the root of our religion, 
The Jewiſh feaſt of the paſſover, which, 


in one view, commemorated the ſalvation 
of Itrael, from the avenging ſword that 
ſmote the Egyptians, in another typi- 


fied Chriſt our poſſover who was ſacrificed 
for us. Why then may not the permiſ- 


ſien of a more common and ordinary 


laughter of the beaſts, remind us of the 
death of our great mediator ? — Let 
us purſue this meditation for a mo- 
ment.— 
and the Paſchal-lamb was ordained to 
be without blemiſh," } Chriſt Jeſus was, in 


a more eminent ſenſe, a lamb without 


blemiſh and withcur ſpot.” He was holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſin- 


ners. If the brutes are doomed to death 


for our benefit, Chriſt Jeſus was ſo in a 
much higher degree—higher, as the ſuf- 
ferings endured were greater—higher, as 
= Fo - the 
1 Cor. v. 7. v Exod. Xii. 5. 

1 Pet. i. 19. * Heb. vii. 26. 


If the brutes know no crime, 


— 


a 
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the benefits conferred are more exalted. 
The beaſts are killed, that their juices 
may be transferred into our bodies, for 
our ſtrength and vigour; and, Chriſt Je- 
ſus was lain, that the virtue and effica- 
cy of his death might be transferred to 
our ſpirits, and they might live through 
him. Let the ſhort-lived ſufferings then, 
of an animal, fix deeper in our remem- 
brance, the excruciating agonies of the 
Son of God. — e vas brought as a lamb 
to the flaughter.—He was wounded for our 
fins, bruiſed for our iniquities, and the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him.“ 
— His holy ſoul knew no taint of ſin; 
but the preſſure of our guilt forced him 
to ſweat even drops of blood. His viſage 
. was marred more than any man, and his 
form more than the ſons of men.*—He was 
buffetted—ſpit upon—and crowned with 
thorns — inhumanly ſcourged — and with 
wicked hands crucified and ſlain.— The hea- 
vens were cloathed with blackneſs—the 
earth trembled to her centre, in ſympa- 
thy with the Lord of nature; and no 
wonder, when, for the firſt time that a 
complaint 

* Ila. iii. 5, 2. *Ifa, Iii. 14. Adds ii. 23. 
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complaint dropped from his lips, his ſou] 
was filled with ſuch awful ſenſations, that 
he joined the cry of his murderers, and 
exclaimed, My God! My God ! Why haſt 
thou forſaken me? When we conſider 
„ how much a ſon will ſuffer from a 
« father, or even from a friend whom he 
loves, before he divulye it to others, 
« eſpecially before enemies, it may make 
aus reflect how much Chriſt {ſuffered 
from God, when he, who loved him 
fo much, expreſſed his ſuffering from 
him in ſuch a manner, before ſuch 
company 1%. But it is finiſhed, and 
tranſgreſſions are done away. —]r is fin- 
iſhed, and righteouſneſs is brought in.— 
| Jetus hath aſcended to plead t. Fa 
lives upon it.— Ihe hunible ſinner is jul- 
| tified by it — And obedience flows from it. 
One chriſtian ordinance was inſtituted, in 
the torm of eating and drinking, as a 
ſignificant repreſentation of this grand 
event, and the manner of being benefit- 
ted by it. And, was the mind in a ſuit- 
able frame, our common meals might be 
converted into ſpiritual food tor our ſouls, 
and 


* - * 


c 


» Mat. n . e Maclaurin's Sermons. 
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and we might grow thereby. Let us ſup- 
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poſe, for inſtance, that, while we are re- 

cruiting our bodily ſtrength, and no uſe- 
ful converſation intervenes,” our minds are 
converſant with one or other of theſe 
thoughts. « I am now feeding on that 
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no ſin.—I have — Yet it dies, that I 
may be ſpared. How god is the Lord, 
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which, a while ago, lived as well as my- 


ſelf, It eat, it drank, and walked as I 


do. It is now dead, and I ſhortly muſt 
die. It died in a ſudden and unexpected 
manner, little aware, the moment before, 
that it ſhould be cut off. So may I 
be taken away without any warning. 
But this brute had no ſoul to be af- 
febted by its diſſolution. I have a ſoul 
that, if neglected, will be loſt for ever. 


n 


This beaſt religned its life, that mine 


might be preſerved. What have I done 


to entitle me to ſuch favour ?—It had 


to appoint this method ot repairing the 
daily conſumption of our bodies; and 
how evil ſin, which renders fo OY 


ing an appointment neceſſary! How 


much more affecting the death of Je- 
ct 4, 


lus! He died a lingering, a ſhameful 
N „ ee 
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dc death inſtead of ſinners. He is now 
e ſet forth, in the goſpel, as the life of 
* his church. And if I am benefited by 
« his death, I muſt have faith in him, 
which is expreſſively deſcribed by cat. 
4 ing his fleſh." Simply to behold a feaſt 
« will neither ſatisfy hunger, nor yield 
% any nutriment : food muſt be eat, and 


* 


£0 


« thereby incorporated in our frame. The 


e mere form of godlineſs will as little 
% profit the ſoul. To obtain this I muſt 
apply to Chriſt, receive him, and, thro! 
“ grace, digeſt the truths of his word, 
« Thereby I ſhall taſte the ſweetneſs of 
„ his ſalvation, become one with him, 
* and, ſtrengthened by him, be vigorous 
& and chearful in the duties he calls me 


a 


e to.”—To the pure all things are pure. 


We want nothing but ipiritual-minded— 


nels, to turn the moſt familiar occurren- 


ces into ſpiritual improvement, as the 
defiled mind does the beſt ſubjects into 
occaſions of ſin. And would not ſuch 
meditations as I have ſuggeſted, be more 
profitable than that multitude of imper- 


tinent thoughts, and equally impertinent 
chit-chat, 


v John vi. 54. © Tit. i. 15. 
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chit-chat, in which ſo many of our meals 
are walled? Would they got be better, 
than to fit down to a tavie without 
thankfulnels—eat and drink witnuut re- 
flection and riſe up—to play? — If the 
word of Chriſt dwelt richly in us, our 
ordinary meals might teach us, whether 
we eat or drink or whatever we do, to do 
all in the name of the Lord Feſus, and 
to the glory of God"—by the bleſſing of 
God be a foretaſte of heaven to our 
ſouls—and prepare us for the banquet 
above, where we hope to feaſt upon the 
good things of Canaan's land, and drink 
of thoſe pleaſures, that flow from the 
right-hand of the Father for ever and 
ever, 


Col. ii. 16. 8 Col. iii. 17, 1 Cor. x. 31. 
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The confuſion of tongues, 


GENESIS Xi, 6, 7, 8, 


And the Lord ſaid, Behold the people is 


one, and they have all one language, and 
this they begin to do: and now, nothing 
will be reſtrained from them, which they 
have imagined to do. Go to, let us go 
down and there confound their language, 
that they may not underſtand one another's 
' ſpeech. Ss the Lord ſcattered them abroad 
from thence, upon the face of all the 
earth, and they left aig to build the city, 


HE farther we proceed in the hil- 

tory of mankind, the more we are 
ſtruck with the deep- rooted inveteracy of 
corruption in the human franc, its ef, 
fects univerſally prevalent in the World, 
and 


«as 


ee 


1 — 
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and the conliſtert conduct of providence 
in reſtraining and puniſhing 

us the moſt remarkah.e events of the 
antediluvian age, are the fall of our firſt 
parents, and the deſtruction of men by 
the flood, Noah and his family excepted, 
ſo one of the appearances, of greateſt no- 
toriety on this fide the deluge, is the 
difference in the languages of men, The 
fact we know, various as may be the 

methods of accounting for it. Here are 

perſons of the ſame ſhape, the ſame” fea- 
tures, and (allowing for the difference of 
climate) the ſame complexion, They have 
the ſame appetites and paſſions, and agree 
in all the natural expreſſions of hope and 
fear, love, hatred and reſentment, joy and 

ſorrow, hunger and thirſt ; and alſo do 
invariably diſcover themſelves, to be fal- 
len and depraved creatures, They have, 
moreover, the faculty of ſpeech, and may 
be underſtood by their own countrymen; 
but let them converſe with 'the inhabi- 
tants of another, country, and they will 
be no more undF&800d than if they were 
dumb. Every nation bas its peculiar, and 
diſtinguiſhing. mode ot fpcech,. and there 


are 
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are almoſt as many languages as nations 
upon the earth. It is a worthy object of 


enquiry how this came to paſs, It muſt 
be obvious, that confuſion was net the 


original plan of the all-wiſe creator; from 
whence it fellows, that ſome other mar. 


ter has intervened to cauſe the perplexity, 


The Bible has that internal evidence of 


its truth, that it ſets this, in common 


with other facts, in the moſt ſimple, na- 


- tural conſiſtent light, and accounts for it 
in a way, that cannot fail of being fas 


wein to an humble and modeſt en- 


The context, accordingly, is a profel- 
ſed hiſtory of the confuſi jon of tongues; and 


my text a proper clew to what I in- 
tend, which is, 


1 To conſider the ſtory iefelf ; and 
II. To draw ſuch reflections from it, 


as may lead to the right improvement. 


ln conlidering the tor y, the 
1. Thing we meet with is, that man- 
kind had, at this æra, only one mode of 


ſpeech The people is one, laid the Lord, 


one family, engaged in one dclign, and 
he 
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he adds, they have all one language. It 
has been enquired therefore, (though it 
is rather of curioſity than conſequence) 
« What was the firſt language ſpoken in 


* the world?“ and anſwered, that the 
Hebrew was ſpoken in paradiſe, before 


the fall, and in the world, before the 
flood —— that, when the- languages were 


confounded, the Lord preſerved the pri- 


mitive tongue in that family wherein he 
kept up the knowledge of himſelf—that 
this therefore 1s the holy tongue — nay 


more, that it is the language of heaven. 


But theſe are conjectures for which there 
is very little, if any foundation, The 
moſt probable ſide of the -queſtion is, 


either that the Hebrew was the language 


of the Chaldeans from whom Abraham 
was called, or of the Canaanites amongſt 


whom he dwelt; and that it, and its kin- 


dred dialects are derived, from ſome ori- 
ginal language which is now loſt, — It is 
a queſtion of much greater importance, 

2. What was the reaſon why the ſpeech 
of man was confounded ? - This chap- 
ter informs us, that as the race of Noah 
encreaſed, they Journeyed from the Eaſt. 
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— Uncertain as it is to determine the pre- 

ciſe ſituation of the mountains of Ararat, 

(upon which the ark reſted) yet they are 
generally thought to be in Armenia. 
There we may ſuppoſe the family of 

Noah reſided, till they became too nume- 

rous to be comfortable, and were forced 

to ſeek a more commodious ſettlement 

for themſelves and their cattle, In this 
migration we are further taught, that they. 
found a ſpacious plain in the land of 

Shinar, where they determined to fix their 
| abode ; and for this purpoſe reſolved to 
build a city and a tower, whoſe top might 
reach unto heaven, that is, be exceeding 

858 '—An apprehenſion of a future de- 

luge 

i So ihe ſame word, in the ſame connection, 


ſigniſies in Deut. i. 28.—ix. i. where the children 
of Iſrael were warned, that they had to encounter 
with a people the walls of whoſe cities were fenced 
up to heaven ; nor can I find a fingle uſage of the 
phraſe in ſcripture, to ſupport Mr. Hutchinſon's 
opinion, that the top of the tower of Babel was 
at this time dedicated unto the heavens, and 2 
temple for idolatrous worſhip ;- on the contrary, in 
Jer. xliv. 17. where Iſrael is deſcribed as burning 
incenſe unto the queen of heaven, a different prefix 


is made uſe of, to expreſs the act of workup unti 
this falſe deity. 
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luge does: not appear to have been their 
motive for building this tower; for they 
could not have forgot the contrary pro- 
mile, ſo uniformly ratified. by the appear- 
ance of the rainbow.——Nor is the opinion 
betier founded, that they had already fo 
far loſt ſight of their Creator, as to worſhip 
the ſtars; and that the top of this tower 
was intended to bs a temple for the ado- 


ration of the heavenly bodies, Without 


having recourſe to fancy, the true reaſon 
is ſuggeſted in the hiſtory itſelf, that the 
tower was built ſo lofty, to be a kind of 
mark, which the inhabitants of the world, 


as they multiplied, might not loſe ſight. 
of, or remove far from. Come, ſay they, 
let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. 


And they had brick for ſtone, and flime (or 
bitumen, a kind of pitchy ſubſtance abound- 
ing in thoſe parts) had they for mortar. 


And they ſaid, Come let us build us a city, and 


a tower whoſe top may reach unto heaven, 
and let us make us a name, leſt we be ſcat- 
tered abroad upon the face of the whole 


earth, Now the Lord diſapproved of this 


ſcheme for ſeveral reaſons, — It was con- 
| trary to his own command, to repleniſh 
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the earth, k a command which implied, "that 


they ſhould tranſport themſelves in colonies 


to different parts of the globe, and culti- 


vate the earth.'— By confining men to a 


particular ſpot, it tended to promote deſpo- 
tiſm and ſlavery, to render mankind ſubſer- 


vient to the will of. one man—of an enter- 


prizing ſpirit, ſuch as Nimrod, or Amra- 
phel, who might ſeize upon the govern- 


ment, tyrannize over the people, and diſpoſe 


of their lives and property at his pleaſure, 
— Where civil liberty is deſtroyed, reli- 
gious liberty ſeldom ſurvives it. The 
people, knowing no other law than the 
will of their ſovereigns, would be led, by 


Ss degrees, 
el i 

IA learned writer has thrown out an ingenious 

conjecture, but which has no adequate ſupport from 

hiſtory, viz. That ſome of the deſcendants of Noah 


did dutifully obey the command, and emigrate be-- 


fore this event, in allufion to which Peleg obtained 
his name, Gen. x. 25. 1 Chron. i. 19. The fact, 
however, as ſtated in the context, intimates that 


the diſobedience was univerſal, or that if any diſ- 


ſented from the generality, they were too inconfider- 
able a number to make any alteration of the ge- 
neral reſolution, or to be taken notice of, diſtinctly, 
under the deſcription of a divifion of the earth. 
Bryant's Mythology, &c. 
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Dif. 6. The confuſion of tongues, 125. 


degrees, the lower ranks to worſhip the 
higher — the ſubjects to deify their prin- 
ces, and imitate their bad actions —and, 
of courle, the few who were influenced 
by a nobler principle, to worſhip the 
God of heaven, would be expoſed to 


the perſecution of their idolatrous and. 
wicked neighbours. — At all events, pride 
was involved in the very terms of the 
propoſal, They wiſhed to be gods on 


earth, and to make themſelves a name, 


that is, ſet up ſome monument. of their 
grandeur, which might keep the riſing 


generation in ſubjection, and for which 


poſterity might admire and reverence 


mem." And now, faith the Lord, they 


bs , Tn: 
= Mr. Parkhurſt, after Mr. Hutchinſon, objects 
to this interpretation, © How would their gaining 


< an immortal name with poſterity hinder their in- 


* mediate diſperſion ??? To which it may be replied, 
that their unanimous view to the veneration of poſ- 
terity, would, by engaging them in- one deſign, 
naturally prevent their ſeparation. — He ſuppoſes, 
however, that the zame they propoſed to make, 


was an zdol, and, as a parallel place, refers to 


Micah iv. 5. For all people will walk, every one 
in the name of his God, But I apprehend it is too 
bold a preſumption, and hardly reconcileable with 

» | the. 
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126 T he confuſion of tongues. Dil. 6, 


« will proceed to greater exceſſes, think 
to act without controul, and nothing 
& bil be reſtrained from them which they 
ee have imagined to do.“ He oblerved 
5 their project with diſpleaſure, and de- 
termined, in the moſt effectual manner, 

to defeat it. Comè (added the ſacred 
Three, as joint- actors upon the occaſion) 
let us go down, and there confound their 
language, that they may not underſtand one 
another's ſpeech.” —— This leads us, 
3. To the confuſion itſelf.— The 
Hebrew word, in our text tranſlated lan- 
- guage, literally ſignifies lip. Some inge- 
nious writers have thought, therefore, that 
it was not a perplexity of ſpeech, but a 
difference 


the rules of fri. argument, to infer, that becauſe 
in a paſſage where an idol is expreſsly mentioned, 
walking in the name of the idol ſignifies making a 
profeſſion of idolatry ; therefore to make a name 
muſt have the ſame ſignification, in a paſſage where, 
with all the torture of criticiſm, no idol is even 
hinted at. — Another paſſage he adduces is more to 
the purpoſe, though it does not ſuit his defign in 
quoting it, Gen. vi. 4. tranſlated men of renown, 
is literally men of name, or, as we ſay, men of note, 
and is full to the point, that to make a name may 

Anif, to make themſelves celebrated. 
Parkhurſt's Heb, Lex. p. 381. 
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Dif. 6. The confuſion of tongues, 127 


difference of opinion and ſentiment, that 


parted the builders of Babel —“ That they 


« diſagreed, either about the intention or 


a method of building the tower, and 
« each following the party he liked beſt, 


they were ſcattered over the face of 


5 the ors and left of to build the 


"6. city.” Dat beſides that unanimity of 
ſentiment and identity of language are 


particularly diſtinguiſhed from each other 


in our text,” if dilagreement in opinion 


were the whole intended, methinks it 
would have had a contrary effect; they 


would not have deſiſted from their pro- 
jet, but contended for their ſeveral opi- 


nions, till the major party had forced the 


others into flight or ſubmiſſion, - *T'is 
maintained alſo, That the variation of 
G 4 * tongues 


1 66 7 * people is one, in view and defign, and 


they have, moreover, one language,” wv. 4. — lt 


the oneneſs in both theſe clauſes refers to their Opt- 
nions, the latter is a needleſs and impertinent re- 
petition of the former clauſe; and there is the 
leſs reaſon to underſtand it in that ſenſe, that even 
its advocates confeſs the word Shaphah does in ſome 
other parts of ſcripture ſignify ſpeech, as in Pſalm 
Ixxxi. 5. Iſaiah xxviii. 11. Xxxiii. 19. Ezekiel iii. 5, 
Robertſon's Clavis Pentateuchi, p. 93, note. 


128 The confuſion of tongues. Diſ. 6, 


& tongues in the world was rather the 
effect, than the cauſe of the diſper- 
« ſion of mankind. That men being 
«* ſcattered over different countries, and 
&« chiefly aſſociating with perſons of their 
own nation, by degrees the ſimilarity 
“ of diction wore out, and a word that 
«© meant one thing in one nation, in ano- 
ther had a contrary ſignification.” 
But though a want of correſpondence 
might account for part of this variation, 


* 


yet not for all, It may account for the 


variation amongſt languages nearly ana- 
logous, or that have had one origin, ſuch 
as the Greek and Latin tongues ; but not 
Where the very form and conſtruction of 
the languages do eſſentially differ, ſuch 
as the Greek and Hebrew, the languages 
of Europe and that of China, the lan- 
guages in general of the Weſt,* and thoſe 
of the Eaſtern world. — It feems then 
moſt agreeable to the appearances pro- 


duced, to believe that it was a confuſion 


of ſpeech. And if the miraculous inter- 
_ Poſition of providence 1s. to be regarded, 
even upon the ſcheme of a mere differ- 
ence 


* Wotton on the confuſion of languages at Babel. 
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ence of ſentiment, who will deny that“ 

the ſame almighty power could equally 
divide their ſpeech ? — By this means the 
| enterprizing ſons of men were diſappointed, 
and ſcattered over the face of the earth. 
| Thoſe that could underſtand one another 
tormed ſeparate ſocieties, and by degrees 
overſpread the inhabited parts of the 
world. —Tis eaſy to fee how, by a gra- 
dual encreaſe, they peopled Aſia; and it 
is not impoſſible to account for their 
tranſmigration into Europe, Africa and 
America. For (not to mention the im— 
provements afterwards made in navigation, 
and the potlibilitiy that. perſons at fea 
might be driven to a vaſt diſtance, wander 
about from iſland to iſland, and yet be 
wonderfully. preſerved to reach one and 
the other continent) Aſia. and Africa are 
unifed by the iſthmus of Suez, Europe 
is ſeparated from Africa, in one place 
only by the ſtraits of Gibraltar; and 
from Aſia, by the river Tanais, or Don, 
as it is now called. — It is confeſſed, that 
there are greater difficulties in accounting 
for the pcopling of America. But (with- 
out inſiſting ſflrenuodſly, on the ſoppoſed 
0 5 comqaiu— 
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130 The confuſion of tongues. Diſ 6, 


communication between the north eaſt 
parts of Aſia and the north weſt of Ame- 
rica, either by a junction of the two 
continents, or by the ſtraits of Anian) 
modern diſcoveries have ſufficiently con- 


firmed the feaſibility, of allowing certain 


of the northern Aſiatic tribes to have 
' ventured over the ocean, which ſeparates 
theſe continents ;* and acquainted us fur- 
ther, that the Indians inhabiting the north 
eaſt of America, bear a ſtriking reſem- 
blance in their perſons, manners, and even 
language, to the Greenlanders in the north 
welt extremity of Europe, and that a nar- 
row flrait is the principal ſeparation be- 
tween them.“ Theſe conſiderations evince 
the poſlibility of the diſperſion of men 
over the earth, and how reaſonable it is 
to conclude they had all one origin; to 
add to which, we may obſerve, the ſimi— 
larity of many of the religious ceremo- 
nics, of even the ſavages, to thoſe re- 
corded in ſcripture, an argument, not- 


withſtanding 


— ** Robertſon? $ Hiſtory of America, vol, J. P- 273 
— 280. 

"448 Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland, vol. I. p. 242 

— 244 
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Diſc Ve The confuſion of tongues. 131 


withſtanding their corruption, for their 


derivation from the true religion. 


As to the tower of Babel, hiſtory in- 
forms us that it had afterwards a temple 
built around it, dedicated to Bel (the 


Baal of the ſcriptures) that it made a 


part of the city of Babylon, and its top 
the Babylonians converted into an obſer- 
vatory for the contemplation of the hea- 
venly bodies. In the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, it was enlarged by buildings of 
a mile in circumference, and adorned with 


gates of braſs, probably out of the ſpoils 
of the Jewiſh temple at Jeruſalem; but. 
Xerxes, a future monarch, having ſuſtain- 


ed great loſs in his war with the Greeks,, 
demoliſhed both for the ſake of their 
riches, and plundered the temple of its 
images, one of which was equal to three 
millions of our money, and is ſuppoſed 


to have been the golden image which Nebu- 


chadnezzar the king ſet up in the plain 
of Dura.”—— Afterwards, Alexander the 


Great propoſed to rebuild the tower and 


temple, but died before the accompliſh- 
ment; and now, it is uncertain whether 
Fr ET, 
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132 The confuſion of tongues. Dil, 6. 


any part of either remains; — travellers are 
not even agreed about their ſituation. — ! 


flatter myſelf this account of the confu— 
ſion of tongues and population of the earth, 
will be ſatisfactory; and from the whole, 


Fl. There are ſeveral remarks which 


point to the due improvement of the 
As 


1. Have we not from hence additional. 


proof of the pernicious nature of fin ?— 


That very evil thing, which has ſeparated 
men from God their trueſt happinefs, has 
alſo ſeparated them from one another.— 
In a former chapter we behold the whole 
world, firſt over-run with iniquity, and 
then deluged with water. Alas! That 


water could not waſh away fin, though 


It deſtroyed the greateſt part of the finners, 
Sin was too deeply-rooted in the hearts 


' of the ſurvivors, for the warnings of pro- 


vidence alone, to eradicate it, Like an 
obſtinate diſeaſe, whoſe outward ſymptoms 
are, for a time, checked, it broke out 
atreſh. Here, therefore, we behuld men 
again exalting themſelves againſt God, 


and the Ford ſtepping in wich another 


Judgment 


Dil. 6. The confuſion of tongues. 133 


jodgment — burſting the bonds of human 
fuciety—dividing counſels, and even ſpeech. 
—— Doubtleſs it was intended to ſerve as 
a reſtraint upon the finners themſelves, 
as our text intimates, The Lord, by 
cCChounteracting their deſign, as it were ſaid 
” unto them, © tiitherto ſhall ye go, but 
«* no further; — here ſhall your ambitious 
„ views be ſtopped.” He forelaw too, 
that the like reſtraint would be neceflary 
for their poſtericy.—And is it not, alſo, a 
very heavy correction upon us ? ? — Yes. — 
We feel it to be ſuch, in the difficulty 
there is in underſtanding our fellow-men 
— the difficulty in matters of traffic and 
buſineſs — the difficulty and expence of 
time and money in learning languages — 
the many controverſies and diſputes ſub- 
fiſting in the world, from not underſtand- 
ing certain languages better, From all 
this darknels and confuſion may we not 
diſcern, how cvil it is to offend God? 
As Cain's mark was a conſtant token of 
God's diipleaſure againſt his crime, fo we 
| have a laſting memento, in our own ex- 
perience, of the banetul effects of fin. 
When, therefore, we wiſh to converſe 
with 


33 
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any part of either remains; — travellers are 
not even agreed about their ſituation. — ! 
flatter myſelf this account of the confu— 
ſion of tongues and population of the earth, 
will be ſatisfactory ; and from the whole, 


H. There are ſeveral remarks which 
point to the due improvement of the 
ſubject.- As 
1. Have we not from hence additional 
proof of the pernicious nature of fin ?— 
That very evil thing, which has ſeparated 
men from God their trueſt happinets, has 
allo. ſeparated them from one another, 
In a forme wehapter we behold the whole 
world, firſt over-run with iniquity, and 
then deluged with water, Alas! lhat 
water could not waſh away ſin, though 
it deſtroyed the greateſt part of the ſinners, 
Sin was too deeply-rooted in the hearts 
of the ſurvivors, for the warnings of pro- 
vidence alone, to eradicate it, Like an 
obſtinate diſeaſe, whoſe outward ſymptoms 
are, for a time, checked, it broke out 
afreſh, Here, therefore, we behuld men 
again exalting themſelves againſt God, 
and the Lord Repping in with another 


judgment 
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judgment — burſting the bonds of human | 


fociety—dividing counſels, and even ſpeech. 


——— Doubtleſs it was intended to ſerve as 


a reſtraint upon the ſinners themſelves, 
as our text intimates, The Lord, by 


counteracting their deſign, as it were ſaid 


unto them, © tiitherto ſhall ye go, but 
no further; — here ſhall your ambitious 
4 views be ſtopped.” He forelaw too, 
that the like reſtraint would be neceſſary 
for their poſtericy.— And is it ts allo, a 


very heavy correction upon us ? —Yes,— 


We feel it to be luch, in the difficulty 


there is in under ſtanding our fellow men 


— the difficulty in matters of traffic and 
buſineſs — the difficulty and expence of 
time and money in learning languages — 
the many controverſies and diſputes ſub» 


fiſting in the world, from not underſtand- 


ing certain languages better, From all 
this darknels and confuſion may we not 
diſcern, how evil it is to offend God ? 


As Cain's mark was a conſtant token of 


God's diſpleaſure againſt his crime, fo we 
have a lafting memento, in our own ex- 


perience, of the baneful effects of fin. 


When, therefore, we wiſh to converſe 
with 
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134 The confuſion of tongues, Dil. 6, 


with a perſon, but find he is of a dif. 
ferent nation and language; it doth- not 
become us to deride a man, who may, 
perhaps, poſſels as much good ſenſe as 
ourſelves, becauſe we are ignorant of his 
meaning. Io recollect the cauſe, to put 
up a ſigh and be humble before God, 
would be a much more uleful method of. 
improving the providence. — What has 
not ſin done? It has ruined human na- 
ture—mixed up the very earth, that our 
food is a flow poiſon — infected the air 
with contagious and peſtilential vapours 
 — cauſed ſuch jarring in the frame of 
our bodies, that we fee] its effects almoſt 
every hour — perverted the opinions and 
tempers of men, and ſpread feuds and 
oppreſſion over the world — confounded 
the ſpeech — and- expoſed the foul to the 
danger of eternal ruin, What a malig- 
nant poiſon—a fertile ſource of unealinels 
and woe! How worthy of all acceptation 
is the news, that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the world to fave fiuners trom fin — the 
chief of ſinners!* ——. This weighty truth, 
duly attended to, leads us | allo irom the 
afore- 


1 1 Tim. 1. 15. 


Diſ. 6. Te confuſion of tongues. 1 35 


aforegoing account of the contuſion of 


tongues, 

2. To admire the love of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt, that ix him all the nations of © the 
earth ſhall be Bleſſed, and the method 
made ule of, to communicate this bleſ- 
ſing to the nations, by the miraculous 


gift of tongues,” — Confined as were the 


privileges of the church under the Old 
Teſtament, the command of the goſpel 1s 


to teach all nations, and preach the word 


to every rational creature“ One nation 
ſtands in as great need of Chriſt as ano- 


ther; and God has thought fit to collect 


his people, out of all nations and kindreds, 


and people and - tongues,” The privileges 


of the goſpel, therefore, are to all that 


are afar off, even as many as the Lord 


ſhall call. — Agreeably to which merciful 
relolution, God was pleaſed to provide, 


that even the confuſion of tongues ſhould 
not prove an impediment, to the progreſs 
of the goſpel; but thoſe whom he com- 


_ miſſioned to Küren it, he miraculouſly 


Sen, Xii. 3. u Aces ii. 4. 
Matt. xxvili. 19. Mark XVt. 16. 


* Rev. vii. 9. Acts ii. 39. 
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6 - The confuſion of tongues, Di. 6. 


endowed with the power of ſpeaking 
divers languages, The twelve Apcſtles, 
with moſt if not all of our Lord's fir 
diſciples, were illiterate, and, it is pro- 
bable, could ſpeak no other than their 
mother. tongue: but, under the influence 


of the divine Spirit, they were enabled 


to preach, in the reſpective language of 


each, to Parthians, Medes and Elamites, 


— to the dwellers in Meſopotamia, as well 


in Judea — to thoſe of Cappadocia, 


e and Aſia, Phrygia and Pampj/ylia, 
: Egypt and Lybia, Rome, Crete and Ara- 
bia. Thele people, to their amazement, 
| heard in their own tongues, the wonderful 
works of Goa declared unto them.“ In 
order to ſhew, alſo, that human or ac- 
quired learning is not. to be deſpiſed, 
and that though, in ſome caſes, he work» 
ed by a. miracle, he was not always to 
be expected to do fo, he fixed upon Paul 
as a Choſen veſlel, to declare his name 
unto the Gentiles Paul was, at the 
time of his converſion, a man of deep 
erudition, maſter of moſt of the then 


known tongues, intimately acquainted with 
1 | _ 
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the writings of the Greek and Roman 
authors; and, by means of him and his 
aſſociates, was the goſpel ſpread through- 


out the Roman empire; nor could the 


policy or rage of its enemies, ſtop the 
progreſs of the ſun of righteouſneſs. 
From Rome it reached Britain, and other 
parts of our hemiſphere. When the church 
of Rome aſſumed an unlawful juriſdiction 


over the conſciences of men, eclipſed the 


glory of the goſpel, and, to ſupport the 


uſurpation, excluded the common people 
from the uſe of the Bible, the Lord 
raiſed up inſtruments to oppoſe the power 


of Antichriſt, and wreſt the ſacred ſcrip- 


tures out of his polluted hands. Hence 


we have God's word to read, and God's 


word explained, with the freedom of thoſe 


who dare to think tor themſelves, and 
ſearch the ſcriptures daily whether theſe 
things are ſo.* From us the bleſſing of 


goſpel light has croſſed the Atlantic, has 
extended its beniga- influence to the Ame- 


rican ſhore, and the wild Indian hears 
of Chriſt, and yields himſelf up to God, 
Nor ſhall the knowledge of the Moſt 
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High ceaſe from its progreſs, till it has 
flled the earth as the waters cover the ſea) 
until all the ends of tlie earth ſee the ſal. 
_ vation of our God.“ —— And 

3. While we cannot but lament the 
confuſion of languages in the world, we 
are called upon to bleſs God, for that 


one ſpirit,” which has run through the 


hearts of his people in all nations and 
ages. —If the modes of ſpeech amongſt 
good people have varied, their experience 
of the life and power of divine grace 
has ever been materially, ſubſtantially and 
fundamentally the ſame. They have all 
underſtood the language of the ſpiritual 
Canaan. And though the knowledge of 
ſome may be more advanced, than that 
of others (as in all it is progreſſive) yet 
ſuch truths, as are intimately connected 
with the life of religion, and neceſſary 
to ſalvation, each of them 1s experimen- 
tally acquainted with. They view God, 


as glorious in holineſs—themfelves, as ſin- 


ful and corrupt creatures—ſin, as deſery- 


ing of our hatred, and of God's diſplea- 


ſure, They view Chriſt, as the precious, 
5 1 the 


Hab. ii. 13. © Iſaiah Iii 10. 41 Cor. xil. 13. 1 
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the ſuitable, the almighty Saviour, and 
are deeply ſenſible, that without him 
without his righteouſneſs —without his 
ſtrength, they can do nothing, They 
love God, and love the people of God. 
They have their treaſure in heaven, and 
their converſation as becometh the goſ- 
pel. This is an unity of ſpirit* that has 
diffuſed itſelf through the church of 
Chriſt, The prophet Ezekiel foretold | 
therefore (in the parable of the dry 
bones) that when the church of Chriſt 


was formed, under the goſpel, and in 


the latter days particularly, it ſhould be 


one nation. And the Apoſtle Paul points 
out the fulfilment of the prophecy, by 


telling us, that the word is ſent with 
the view of gathering together in one, 


all things in Chriſt; and that Chriſt 
has flain the enmity, formerly ſubſiſting 


between jews and gentiles, to make of 
twain one new man," one new church in- 
cluding both, This is a very important 


reaſon for regarding affeftionately, al! 


them that love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity." 


— And there remains . 
* Eph, iv. 3. - f Ezekiel xxvii. 22. 
& Eph. 'F 10. — i. 15 : : | li Eph, V1, 2.1. 
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1 conſideration yet more animating; 
I mean Heaven, where the confuſion we 
now deplore will be done away, and the 
harmony perfect — no Je note, but 
every ſtring in uniſon, The brightneſs 
of heaven will diſſipate all our darkneſs, 
nor ſhall ſin, any more, becloud our 


views of God and things divine, or dray 


away our hearts from thoſe obje&s that 
alone can make them bleſſed. In heaven, 
one ſoul will, as it were, animate the 
whole body of Chriſt ; there will be, in 


the higheſt ſenſe, but one Lord, and his , 
name and worſhip one — one ſhceptolc | 
under one ſhepherd, and God all in all* 


The joys of heaven will be one; and 
whatever the language may be, as it is 


natural to conclude that its refinement. 


will ſet it infinitely above every earthly 
compoſition, ſo that it will alſo be one. 
Thus we read of an innumerable com- 
pany, taken out of all nations, and Kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues, ſtanding 
before the throne, and, in concert, praiſing 
Cod and the Lamb." Happy day, when 
all the ſons and daughters of God are 
brought 
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brought home, from all quarters of the 


earth, and, in one grand chorus, extol 
that God and Saviour, whom, here be- 
low, they united in adoring and praying 


| unto - Do you love the wo: ſhip of God 


now ? Are the prailes of the Moſt High 


the delight of your heart, and your ſong 


in this houſe of your pilgrimage ? Are 
you ſenſible of the value of falvation, 
and indulging admiration of the love of 


God in ir? Ere long, you will join the 


ſociety and triumphant employment of 


the redeemed above. — May the vigorous 


. and believing hope of this felicity be 
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frequently in our thoughts, to bear up 
our ſpirits amidſt the toils and ſorrows 
of life — to lead us to undervalue the 
world — to excite us to purity. ourſelves, 
as thoſe. that are rendering meet for an 
E inheritance among the ſaints in light "— to 
influence us to live in peace, as the chear- 
ful expectants of a ſpeedy tranſlation, to 
5 the realm of perfe& and FN ſere- 
1 nity, 

5 Reluctant : as I am to turn your eyes 
for a moment, from lo glorious a proſpect, 


1 cannot 
m Col. i. 12. 
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- I cannot avoid remarking, for the con. 


fideration of ſome who may need the re. 
flection, that the language of hell is alſo 
one—that of diſtreſs and agony, of groans 
and deſpair, of wailing and gnaſhing of 
teeth.” Hath God, at an infinite expence, 
provided a Saviour ? Hath he exalted his 
own ſon, to give repentance and forgiveneſs 


of ſis s, Hath he, by the pen of intpi. I 


ration, tranſmitted to you line upon line, 


and precept upon precept ?*® Hath he ſup- 
ported his own cauſe in the world, and 
inſtructed a race of miniſters, to declare 


unto you the whole counſel of God? 
— What if ye trample upon the riches 
of his grace ? — Will not your puniſh- 
ment in the future world, be diſmally 


augmented by your ſlighted privileges in | 
this ſtate ? And will not your dark abode 
re- echo the bitter lamentations, of time 


miſpent and mercy deſpiſed — God diſ- 
| honoured — Chriſt diſregarded — and your 
own ſouls loſt for ever ? — Ye cannot 
ſin at ſo cheap a rate as thoſe who have 
not been warned, nor had the goſpel 
| preached unto them. ds, then, that \t 


ref-jt 


5 Mat. xiii, 42. 5 Acts v. 31. P Iſa. xxviil. 10. 
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refuſe not him that ſpeaketh : for if they 


eſcaped not, who refuſed Moſes who ſpake 


on earth, much more ſhall not wwe eſcape, 


den. d 


à Heb. xii. 25. 


EY NN 

. ; 
IN's deep infection (direful taint!) . 
What mind can trace, what tongue 
can paint? 


Sin, a world's ruin could not ſtay, 
Nor deluge-waters waſh away. 


II. 

Unaw'd by judgments on the dead, 
See, Babel rears her impious head. 
Preſumptuous mortals ! thus who dare, 
*Gainſt heav'n to wage th' unequal war, 
III. 
God ſpake — and ſtrait the attempt was 

vain: 
Confuſion inſtant through them ; | ow 


if we refuſe Jeſus wha ſpeaketh from hea- 
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70 ſtop the ſcheme, which pride gave 
birth, 
And them to ſcatter in the earth. 


„ 
Vet did thy mercy interpoſe, 
Great God ! thy g ſpe] to diſcloſe.— 
Nations, immers'd in darkeſt night, 
Hail'd and ador'd the heav'nly light. 


v. 


The diff'rent tongues, before thy throne, FF 
Agree to prove religion one; = 
"Whilſt heav*n-born ſpirits join to praiſe, l 

Redeeming love, and — grace. g 

With theſe bleſt ſouls would I unite | 
Their exerciſe make my delight, : 

Forbid it, then, that I ſhould ſhare, 9 
In the dark realms of black deſpair! 7 

RGA : 
2 ; 


DIS. 


- 
* 25 8 n 8 
. 


8 
z& 
8 
4 
5 
Is 8 
5 
Pg e 
p 
N 
— 


1 145 1 


DISCOURSE VIL 


Hagar's motto, 


| Genes1s xvi, 13. 


Nou Gel feeſt me. 


ROM the knowledge of ourſelves — 
from the documents of the word 


of truth — and from the ſuggeſtions of 
chriſtian charity, we are. conſtrained to 


admit, that, in the hearts of the pious, 


there may be ſome light and much re. 


maining ignorance, ſome governing prin- 


cipies of religion though many errors, 


ſoine of the genuine work of grace 
amidſt many undetected, and therefore 
unallowed imperfections. 

If we do not form this eſtimate 5 the 
character of piety in the preſent world, 


we inajl be in perpetual anxiety concern- 
1ng our own ſtate towards God, and per- 
7 plexed 
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plexed concerning the ſtate of others, in 
whom we behold ſubſtantial indications 
of the reality of the good work, and 
| ae many things to ſtumble and grieve 
us. Great allowances are to be made 
for innate and early received prejudices 
— great allowances for different degrees 
of diſcernment — great allowances for na- 
| tural temper and diſpoſition — great allow. 
ances for diſadvantages of attaining in. 
ſtruction — and great allowances for habit 
and cuſtom — ſo great, as to convince 
every thinking perſon, of the propriety of 
the advice adopted by the great Apoſtle, 
from his divine Maſter, except in caſes 
which are very manifeſt and indiſputable, 
to judge nothing before the time, until ti 
Lord come.” - - 
Theſe are, alſo, the beſt excuſes that 
can be pleaded for the failings of good 
men, fo faithfully recorded in the Bible. 
— Happy is he who can ſo ſeparate be- 
_ tween the error and the man, as to dil- 
| approve of the former, and yet give the 
latter that reſpect, which is due to the 
: evidences of grace in | him, —1 will not 
4 under- 

9 7 cor. iv. 5. 
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undertake to defend every fact related in 
this chapter. There were great liberties 
taken, even by men eminent for holineſs 
under the Old Teſtament, which would 
appear ſhocking to chriſtianity; — ſuch 
was that of having more than one wife. 
From the beginning it was not ſo ;* but 
God created them male and female, and 
_ ordained that @ man ſhould cleave unto his 
wife, as one fleſh, and as the moſt likely 
method of their being help-meets to each? 
other. An abuſe, however, was intro- 
duced, of having not only one wife, the 
acknowledged miſtreſs of the family, but 
one or more ſecondary wives, who were 
ſubject to the miſtreſs, and, frequently, 
ſervants bought with money, This irre- 
eularity, conſidering the darkneſs then 
ſubſiſting, the hardneſs and obſtinacy of 
d men's hearts, and their very deficient ideas 
e. of morality, God winked at; but, under 
the more refined diſpenſation of the goſpel, 
. has ſtrictly forbid. And if the prohi- 
ie FE bition is weighed attentively, its friendly 
ne aſpe&t will be clearly diſcerned, Poly- 
ot Samy, in the nature of things, cannot 
- . "we - 


* Mat. XIX. 8. t Gen. ii. 24» 
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be a means of prombting mutual happi. 
neſs; but, on the cotitrary, jealouſy, dif. 
cord and uneaſineſs How much more 
comfortable was Iſaac with Rebekah, his 
only wife, than Jacob, than David, than 
Solomon, with their wives and coficubines; 
or Abraham, with Sarah and Hagar as 
this chapter relates! —— Sarah, indeed, 
was in the whole affair more to blame 
than her huſband. A ſon being promiſed 
to Abraham, ſhe raſhly took "the fulfil- 
-ment of the promiſe into her own hands; 
and, as the moſt probable method of its 
' _ accompliſhment, propoſed to him Hagar, 
an Egyptian ſervant, as younger, and more 
likely to bear children than herſelf. Per- 
ceiving afterwards, however, that ſhe was 
deſpiſed in the eyes of her maid, in con- 
ſequence of her own propoſal, ſhe turned 
accuſer, quarrelled with Abraham for his 
compliance with her requeſt, and uſed her 
maid ſo rigorouſly that ſhe fled, willing, 
rather, to try her lot in the world, and 
encounter any difficulties in her return to 
her native country, than endure the hard 
uſage of her indignant miſtreſs, — Neſent- 
ment, we may ſuppoſe, added wings to 
' 5 „ hs 
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plorable condition. - 
diſmal ſolitude, ſhe was ſurprized by a 
voice, accoſting her in a familiar manner, 
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her flight, and ſtrength to her reſolution, 
the courage or thoughtleſſneſs of which 
may be gueſſed from this one circum- 
ſtance, that ſhe ventured alone and un- 
provided upon the wilderneſs of Shur, 


that vaſt and burning ſand, which Iſrael, 


after their paſſage through the Red-ſea, 


traverſed three days without finding any 
water“. 


The extremity ſhe alſo was reduced unta, | 
before ſhe made this diſcovery, is to be 
collected from the narration, notwithſtand- 
ing its brevity, She ſat at a fountain 
of water, revolving melancholy ideas, and, 


as it were, unwilling to ruſh into greater 


danger. Affliction ſeems to have cooled 
her reſentment—to have made way for de- 


liberation — to have brought to mind her 


fault, in firſt treating her miſtreſs with 


contempt and rudenels, and then aban- 


doning the duty the owed her — to have 
convinced her, at laſt, that even Sarah's 
ſeverity. was preferable to her preſent de- 
In-this dreary and 
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15 Exodus XV. 23. 
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her connections; Hagar, , Sarai's maid, 
6 whence cameſt thou, and whither wilt 


* thou go?” — We may well imagine the 


quickneſs of her ſtart from the melancholy 
trance, and the eagerneſs with which ſhe 


caſt her eyes around, to explore the perſon 


who was her companion in that lonely 


ſituation, and fo. exactly deſcribed her, 


and the relation ſhe bore to. her miſtreſs, 


Perhaps ſhe thought Sarah was ſoftened 
by her flight, and, pitying the hardſhip 
ill-uſage had driven her to, had diſpatched 
a meſſenger to find out, and reſtore her 
to the family; or elſe, that ſome forlorn 
traveller over the deſert had recognized 
her perſon, having ſeen her before in 
Abraham's family. Company, in her cir- 
eumſtances, was a moſt deſirable object; 


and, taken ſo at unawares, a crowd of 


thoughts forced themſelves inſtantaneouſly 
Into her mind. But ſhe quickly perceived 


the meſſenger to be that extraordinary per- 
ſonage, ſo frequently ſpoken of in the 
Old Teſtament, as the angel of the Lord, 


and the ae” of God's Fee — Im- 


mediately 
* Mash xiii. 9. 


Diſ. 7. 
and claiming the knowledge of her and 
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mediately it occurred, that God had ſole 
out her wanderings, and it would anſwer 
no valuable end to prevaricate or conceal . 
the truth, The queſtion of the angel 
contained as much, as that ſhe had fled 
from a family of religion, to return to 
a land where the worſhip of the true 
God was not known — where the groſſeſt 
idolatry prevailed. Without heſitation, 
therefore, ſhe confeſſed the fact, apolo- 
gizing the diſpleaſure of her miſtreſs as 
the reaſon: but her own miſconduct 
made that impreſſion on her heart, that 
the dread of future anger did not prevent 
| her, from embracing the advice of the angel, 
to return, to her miſtreſs, acknowledge her 
fault, and ſubmit herſelf under her hands; 

that is, be obedient to her government, 
And ſo ſenſible was ſhe of the favour of 
the divine interpoſition in her caſe, that 
ſhe invoked him who addreſſed her, in 
the words of our text, Thou God ſeeſt 
me; and, in token of her aſtoniſhment, 
that a viſion of the Almighty had been 
afforded a ſinful creature, and yet ſhe lived, 
me called the well at which ſhe ſat Beer- 
 lahai-ro, literally, tie well * the living, 
= s eing. . 
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Jeeing ; for the ſaid, Here have J hotel 
or do I live here and enjoy my fight, 


after beholding him that ſeeth me? —With 
theſe ſentiments ſhe recurned, and in time 
became the mother of Iſhmael (fo called 
to perpetuate the remembrance of this 


event, the name ſignifying God /hall hear) 


in whom, and whoſe poſterity, was ful- 


filled the prediction of the angel in this 


chapter, that her ſeed ſhould be multiplied 


fo as not to be numbered for multitude; but 
yet that Iſhmael would be @ wild man, his 
hand againſt every man, and every man's. 


hand againſt him, and, therefore, he ſhould 


dwell in the preſence of all his brethren, 


that is, encamp, with his deſcendants and 


| adherents, in large companies for their 
better ſecurity ;* for Iſhmael himſelf in- 
habited the deſart, became an archer, 
(living probably by plunder or hunting) 


and he was the father of thoſe numerous 


tribes of Arabs, which once over-ran a 
great part of Europe by the name of 
Saracens, and do inteſt theſe deſarts unto 
this day — a wandering, uncivilized multi- 


tude, 


* Harmer's obſervations on divers paſſages of 


Signs, vol. I. p. 100. 
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tude, ſubſiſting by treachery and rapine 


—“ in continiga) war with all the world” 


— whom the greateſt conquerors of the 
eaſt have attempted in vain to bring into 
ſubjection; and, to prevent whoſe depre- 


dations, travellers are obliged to march 


in great caravans, or companies, armed, 


and eſcorted 1 by 2 . force,” But 


to return. — 


I do not mention this as the only viſit 


of the kind, Hagar was indulged with, 


but the firſt ; perhaps that, allo, which 
brought her to know more of God and 


of herſelf, than ſhe ever had done before, 


— She now underſtood that God ſaw her, 
even, when ſhe was not apprehenſive of 


his preſence, and put it down as a truth 
never to be forgotien, Thou God ſeeſt me. 
—[ ſhall be allowed to add, that it is a 
tine ſentiment, ealily committed to me- 
mory, equally applicable to us, and de- 
ſerving of our uniform attention and re— 
gard, The doctrine it holds out is ſtrictly 
demonftrable, God muſt ſee us as he is 
preient every where, —He mult be preſent 


1 every 


Y Biſhop of Briſtol's wh Newton) Dil ertations 
on tae prophecies, vol. I. p. 42. 
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154 Hagar's motto. Dif. 5. 
every where, becauſe he is unlimited, 
and his preſence is as neceſſary in all, 
as in any part of his creation. The very 
ſame reaſon, which proves his exiſtence 
neceſſary in one place, will demonſtrate 
the neceſſity of his exiſtence in all places. 
— But who can by ſearching find him out? 
Who can find out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion? He is high as heaven, what canſt 
thou do ? Deeper than hell, what canſt thou 
know His meaſure is longer than the 
earth, and broader than the ſea.* It is 
_ eaſy, in ſpeaking of the incomprehenſible 5 
| Jehovah, to darken counſel by words with. 
out knowledge.* Rather let us lie proftrate 
at his feet, and, with reverence and hu- 
mility enquire, what may be deduced for 
the due improvement of the weighty ſub- 
ject ?—Doth God ſee us? We are taught 
hence, to dread fin — to ſeek peace with 
God —to fear being deceived —to attend 
TOY to duty — and to derive 
comfort.— 


I. To end ſin, —— Whence do men 
f live in the practice of criminal indul- 

: = -.*. ences Þ 
4 Job xi. 7, 8, . Job XXXVI11, 2. 
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gences ? Is it not that they forget God, 
put him away from their thoughts, and 
inconſiderately ſay in their hearts, there is 
yo Cd Can a man ſeriouſly think, 
« God ſees me — takes notice of all my 
« ways — knows my down ſitting and up- 

„ riſing tries my reins and my heart*— 
© underſtands my thoughts afar off — ſur- 
« veys all my words, and is acquainted 
« with all my goings” can a man, 
under a right impreſſion of theſe folemn 
truths, wilfully commit that which dif- 
pleaſes the I. ord? — No, Let the grace 
of God ſpeak to the heart, in that power- 
ful manner the angel did to Hagar, and 
it will teach the foul, to live as ſeeing 
him who is inviſible,” and avoid fin, from 
the love and fear of God ; — the love 
of God inclines it to hate that which 
is oppoſite: to God's nature, and diſagree- 
able to him, who is of purer eyes than 
to behuld iniquity z — the fear of God 
to tremble at that which provokes his 
wrath, Theſe principles carried into the 
lite, engage to watchfulneſs over. the heart, 
H 6 | lips, 
d Pſalm xiv. 1. © Pſalm cxxxix. 2. 

4 Jer. xi. 20. © Heb. xi. 27, 
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lips, and conduct; and are an antidote 


to the temptations of Satan, the deceit. 


fulneſs of ſin, and the, ſnares of the 
world. Such a man will no more dare 
to ſin preſumptuouſly againſt God, than 
inſult his beſt friend — he would as ſoon 
run his fingers into the fire, and ſuppoſe 


them a match for the burning flame, as 


contend with the Almighty, and match 
himſelf againſt his Maker. — Do others 


roll fin, as a ſweet morſel, under their 


tongues ? How ſhall he do this great 
wickedneſs and fin againſt God ?5 — Do 
others twear profanely, and take the 
name of God in vain? God flees, and 
will not hold him guilileſs, that taketh his 


name in vain. - Do others traffic in lies 


and falſchood, to conceal their crimes, 


to defame their neighbours, or ſubſerve ÞÞ 
their own mercenary deſigns? God fees, Þ 


and God is a God of truth, without 
iniquity. — Do others venture on ſecret 
ſins, and believe themſelves ſecure in the 
practice, becauſe the world is not a wits 


nels? ** Whither ſhall I. go from thy ſpi- 


« rit, ſays the godly foul, and whither 


f Job xx. 12. 5 Gen. XXIix. 9. Þ Exodus xx. 7. 
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« flee from thy preſence ? The darkneſs 
« hideth not from thee, but the night 
«© ineth as the day; tie aarkneſs and the 
« hght are both alike to thee” — Does his 
buſineſs in lite preteat him with any op» 
portunity, whereby he might, take an art- 
ful advantage, for his own emulument, 
by over reaching, his neighbour ? wy hat 
though men may never know it, yet. 
God ſees, he thinks. — Hence he is an 
honeſt, and fair, becauſe a pious and 
conſcientious man, doing what he does 
heartily, as unto the Lord, and in all 
his ways acknowledging God — And yet, 
though he hates and tears fin, he 1s deeply 
and humbly ſenſible, that in many duns 
he has offended; and therefore, : 


II. This thought, Thou God ſeeſt me, 
1s a ſtrong reaſon for ſccking peace with 
God,—— Sin is denominated in ſcripture, 
the quarrel of God's covenant,* as it in- 
volves enmity againſs God, and the Lord 
is angry with the wicked every day. If, 
therefore, finners did think at all, ir 
would be matter of melancholy reflection, 

| that 
T Lev, xvi. 25. k Rom. viii. 7. 1 Palm vii. 11. 
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that God ſees them, and from him they 
cannot be hid; — © God ſees me, and 
he ſees me to be his enemy; he ſees 
„ me, and 1 cannot evade his notice.” 
— Are we here ? God's eye is upon us, 
Let us go elſewhere, his eye will follow 
vill rather prevent us. Adam hid him. 
| felt from the pieſence of the Lord, but 
God found him out. — Cain denied the 
murder of Abel, bur God knew it. — 
Jonah imagined he ſhould be ſafe from 
the reach of the Almighty, if he eſcaped 
to Tarſhiſh, but God met with him; 
and when he flept, his iniquity purſued 
him. God met with him in the midſt 
of the ſea, and to Jonah it was a tre- 
mendous meeting. Will it not be ſo to 
any of us, if we fly from the Lord, to 
the amuſements of the world, or the 
| Pleaſures of fin —— tremendous to meet 
God at death — tremendous to meet him 
in judgment ? Are we able to deny our 
offences ? — No. Ananias and Sapphira 
flattered themſelves of the ſecrecy of their 
wicked concealment, believing the detec- 
tion impoflible, But their lie bid dch- 
ance to the Holy Ghoſt, by implicitly 
denying 
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denying his omniſcience ; and that Spirit 
teſtifizd his knowledge of the moſt hidden 
things of diſhoneſty, by confronting the 
ſhameleſs prevarication, and inflicting a 
” moſt awful puniſhment.— That ſame Spirit, 
alſo, teſtifies, that if we ſay we have not 
; ſinned, we make God a liar.” — And who 
can bear the indignation of the Lord ? 
| If we groan under the comparatively light 
afflictions of the preſent lite, which of 
us can dwell with everlaſting burnings ?* 
— And what is hell, but the preſence of 
a God. of inflexible juſlice — 4 conſuming 
fire— as heaven is his prelence diffuſing 
mercy ? Say, is it not deſirable, to be 
at peace with the Moſt High ?— For this 
purpole then, the advice of God's word 
is, Acquaint now thyſelf with him, and be 
at peace. The tormer part of which 
implies, a deep and ingenuous ſhame for 
fin, proceeding from the knowledge of 
God, and leading to a voluntary and pe- 
nitent confeſſion of it unto him; — the 
latter, a believing acceptance of mercy, 
according to the plan God has revealed 
and both are the production of divine 
11 5 „ grace 
o | 1 1 John i. 10. ® Ifa, xxxiii, 14. Job xxil. 21. 
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grace in the contrite heart. The good 
effects of ſuch a temper, are pardon and 
Juſtigcation, through the redeaniption that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, reconciliation with God 
by ihe death of his Son, the love of 
God fred abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoſt, whereby the ſoul is com- 
forted, and, at the lame time, its love 
is kindled, its affections are conciliated, 
and it reſigns itſelf, to be and do what- 
ever the Lord pleaſes. We love him, be- 
cauſe he firſt loved us.“ This it is to be 
at peace with God; the farther happy 
conſequences of which will come under - 
Future conſideration. In the mean while, 


that God lees us, ſuggeſts, 


e 


ay £> + - 5 ** o 
22 1 N 3 
e 


III. The importance of an holy; jea= | 
Wo over ourſelves, and fear leſt we be 
deceived, in the momentous concerns of 
religion, Certainly God cannot be mil- 
taken. ith the moſt perfect nicety, he 
perceives, what we are. And if he can- 
not be impoſed on, what ſhall we get. 
by deceiving ourielves? Get? A public 
detection in the day which will try every 

man's 


? 1 John iv. 19, 
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dom. Whence, then, a 
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man's work. — Get? A fatal diſſolution 


of the charm, whereby we have been 


deluded, and the ſad reality of irretriev- 
able and eternal ruin,—By cheating ano- 
ther, a man propoſes ſome acquiſition to 

himſelf. To cheat himſelf is an incon- 
ſiltency, which words can hardly apolo- 


gize for. And careleſsly or negligently 
to loſe his ſoul, is an extreme of folly, 
compared to which madne 


tented with the ſhell of religion the mere 


outlide of worſhip? Alas! they think not 


at all of God, or they think him ſuch an 
one as theniſekves.%. God is a ſpirit, and 
they thei warſhip him, muſt warſhip him 


in ſpirit and in truth for ſuch the fa- 
ther ſecketh to winked him," intimating, 
that he ponders the path of the juſt, and 


diſcerns between thole who are, and are 
not his true worſhippers, Examine youre 


ſelves, therefore, whether ye be in the faith; 


prove your ownſelves; know ye not your 
ownſebves, that Chriſt Jeſus is in you, eu- 
cept ye be reprobates?* Have we more 
than the name, the profeiiion oi Chriitt- 
| ans 
« Pfalm 1. 21. lohn iv. 23, * 2 Cor, Xii. 5. 
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ans? God requireth truth in the inward 
parts; has he then, in the inward man, 
made us to know divine and ſpiritual wi. 
dom ?* Do our humility and regard for 
Chriſt Jeſus—our communion with God 
and love to righteouſneſs, for its own 
ſake and for God's ſake—our weaned- 
neſs from the world, and the devout al. 
pirations of our ſouls after the pure en- 
joyments of heaven, evidence our renova- 
tion after the image of God, and that 
_ Chriſt is in us the hope of glory ! It 
is a mark of fairneſs and honeſty, when 
the conduct meets examination. It is 2 
Property of true religion, that in its bi 
rit is no guile.“ The ſimplicity and godly 
fincerity of a real chriſtian is maniteſted, 
by nothing more than the conviction 
he has, of the deccitfulneſs of his own 
heart — the freedom with which he pro- 
poſes himfelf to the ſcrutiny of God's 
word—the diligence of his endeavours, 
not merely to quiet his mind, but to 
have his doubts ſubſtantially reſolved— 


the earneltneſs of his cries to the foun- 


tain Sd light to be ſearched and tried. 
Tun 


© Pſalm li. 5. 51070 Pſalm xxxii. 2. 
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Thou God ſeeſt me, he ſays; ©« Jet me 


« not mock thee nor myſelf; but lead 
« me in thy own right way, and fat 
« which ] ſee not teach thou ne.“ — Yet 
farther, 


IV. Does God 4 us? What Aa power- 
ful incitement to the conſcientious diſ- 


charge of duty !—He ſees our improve 


ment or waſte of our precious time; 
whether it is ſpent in the way of holi- 


neſs, whether heedleſsly ſquandered in the 


purſuit of this world, or fooliſhly laviſh- 
ed in ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures.— 


He ſees what account we make of our 


talents z whether we prize, and lay them 
out for God and the profit of our fouls, 
or hold them cheap, and bury them in 


floth and ſin.— He bcholds our uſe or 
abuſe of the means of grace; whether 


our advantages are effectual for our in- 


ſtruction, or leave us in darkneſs and 


ignorance — are a ſavour of life unto life, 


or of death unto death.“ How vaſt a 


change would be, in the manners, the 


behaviour, the profeſſions and practice of 


people, if this weighty thought were con- 


tinually 
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tinually before their eyes Do we read 
or hear God's holy word? God ſees; 
let us read with reverence and attention 
let us hear it, not from curioſity or 
mere cuſtom, but as it is indeed the word 
of God. Do we pray in ſecret or pub. 
lic? God ſees; let us remember whom 
we are addreſſing, and that not the pomp 
of words, but the humble, the devout 
breathings, of a broken heart, are the ſa- 
crifice he regards with pleaſure, God ſees 
the day of reſt; whether our ſabbaths 
are fanlified and ſeparated for himſelf, 
or mixed with the cares, and employments 
of life—whether miniſters ſtudy ſo to dif- 
charge their reſprctive duties, as to be 
pure "from the bloed of all men*— whether 
the members of his church are fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord — whether parents 
and heads of families zealouſly aim at 
the ſpiritual benefit of the fouls commit- 
ted to their charge—and whether children 
ebey their parents in the Lord. God ſces 
the days of work and buſineſs ; whether 
the ſervant, the apprentice, is faithful to 
his maker, the labourer to him chat hired 
him, 


* Ads XX. 26. 7? Rom. Xu. 11. 7 Eph. * vi. I» 
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him, or works with eye-ſervice, as a man- 
pleaſer.*—God lees whether the rich truſt 
in uncertain riches, and ſeek only their 
on gratification, or deal out, with a libe- 
ral hand, to the neceſſitous, of that which 
he hath for this purpoſe entruſted them 
with; —he ſees, alſo, whether the poor 
are ſatisfied with the allotment of provi- 
dence, and providing things honeſt, in 
| the fight of all men; and he ſees, whe- 
ther the magiſtrate *'is vigilant for the 
public good, active in reſtraining vice, 
vigorous in the advancement of regula- 
rity and piety, as the ſureſt pillars of 
national freedom and proſperity. No 
rank or ſtation of life, in ſhort, is ex- 
empted from the obligations ariſing. from 
this ſolemn reflection. Mhatſoever duty, 
therefore, thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might,” for God ſees and God 
remembers, —— God fees and God will 
Judge, Once more, 


V. It ſuggeſts a ground of conſolation 
to good people that God ſees them for 
the eyes of the Lord run to aud fro throughs 
out ine whole earth, particularly to diſtin- 


85 guiſh, 
2 « Eph. 1 6. 3: Beclel, in, 10. 
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guiſh, and ſhew himſelf ſtrong: in the behalf 
of them, whoſe heart is perfect towards hin. 
This was the comfort offered by the an. 
gel to Hagar, the Lord hath heard thy of. 
fliftion, ind it is comfort common to all 
the people of God.—1 will ſuppoſe you 
alſo, chriſtians, to be, as it were, in the 
wilderneſs—your ſouls diſtreſſed and be. 
clouded—perplexed with doubts and fears, 
from your own unbelief—and your anxi- 
_ ety heightened by the devices of the de- 

vil ——Or, I will ſuppoſe your ſituation 
in life to be greatly afflicted, and that 
the farther you proceed, the greater are 
your diſcouragements—your laudable at. 
tempts to extricate yourſelves meet with 
diſappointment, perhaps bewilder you the 
more — you look round, but all is a 
deſart, deſtitute of relief, and out of 
which you can perceive no path- you 
even pray to God, and are ready to ſay, 
« He hideth his face from me, and hath 
forgotten to be gracious.” — Yet remem- 
ber, who ſought out Hagar in the wil. 
derneſs of Shur.—It is not the unuſual 
method of the providence and grace of 
es 9 e — Ot 


5 2 Chron, xvi. 9. | 
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God, to bring his children into the wile 
Acrneſs, to ſuffer them to hunger and thirſt 
(that is, feel their own empuiocls, weak- 
neſs and inſufficiency) before he ſpeaks 
comfortably * unto them. Brought up in 
conſtant fulneſs, like indulged children, 
we ſhould not know the value of our 
mercies, if we did not ſometimes know 
their want. But ſtill, ze eyes of the 
Lord are upon them that fear him, upon 
them that hope in tas mercy. You think 
yourſelves deſolate and alone; but God 
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. is near, though inviſible.— When you 

. pray, he hears, though he may ſeem to it 
diſregard. — When you are unable to de- 9 
5 ſcribe your caſe, his Spirit penetrates the [1 
e gloom of your mind, and ſees the mean- 4 
a ing of your prayers, through the groan- | 
f | ings which cannot be uttered.' — And when : 


the night of trouble is darkeſt, and your 
„hearts moſt overwhelmed within you, then 
h © may the morning of conſolation be neareſt, 
- © —At all events, the Lord knoweth how 
.o deliver the godly out of temptations  * 
and how to order that deliverance, ſo as 


x — ee x * 
- CE II — VWA — —— — — 
n * * — j 
— 


, © Hol. ij. 14. © Pſalm xxxiv. 15. 
' Rom.. viii. 26. 8 2 P et. ii. 9. 
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that it may not fail of its due effect, on 
the perſons to whom it is adminiſtered. 
Unſearchable as are his judgments, and 
his ways paſs finding out," there is enough 
for faith to ſtay upon, in the deepeſt ad. 
verſity, God ſees your ſtrength, and i, 
faithful, who will not ſuffer you to le 
tempted above that ye are able; but will, 
4vith the temptation alſo, make a way to 
eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. — 
God ſees your enemies, and will ſo de- 
fend you, that you all not be preath 
moved, * — Every poſſible ſnare and intri- 
cacy of your ſituation God ſees, and will 
guide you with his counſel.” — Though poor 
and needy, the Lord thinketh upon you. 
——— If the world fails, and friends for- 
ſake, Jeſus is 4 friend that flicketh cloſer 
than à brother," = When grey-hairs mul- 
tiply, ſtrength departs, and the graſ5hopper 
all be à burden, Jeſus is the ſame, his 
people's unalterable ſupport, yeſterday, 70 
day, and for ever. — His love ſoftens 
"he OY bod mech the rug- 
geek 

1 Rom. xi. 33. 1 1 Cor. x. 13. * Pſalm lxii. 2. 
1 Pſ. Ixxiii. 24. ® Pf. xl. 17. Prov. xviii. 24. 

» FEeecleſ. xi. 3. eb. i. 8. 
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ged viſage of death — receives the de- 
parting ſpirit — and when the kindeſt 


office, which the tenderneſs of ſurviving 


relatives 'can afford, is to bury our body 


out of the ſight of men, ſtill his eye 
watches over the ſleeping duſt, to re-ani- 
mate and faſhion it, like unto his own glo- 
In one word, though the 
obſcurity of temporal things gives a for- 


rious body." 


bilding aſpe& to the day of trial — 
though the dimneſs of our ſpiritual eye- 


fight, may raiſe ſurmiſes in our minds, 
of the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of God 
— and though the fleſh is apt to com- 
plain, the brightneſs of heaven will caſt 


that luſtre on paſt diſpenſations, 'as to 


pur it beyond a doubt, that the very 


hairs- of our head have been numbered 
(the minuteſt circumſtances of our lives 


attended to) — and that, with the moſt. 
conſummate wiſdom and affection, God 


has directed our wandering feet, to his 
temple above, Comfort yaurlebed : and one 


another, then, with theſe . words; — wait 


diligently on God, in the way of duty ; 


— Ir uſt in the Lord with all thine heart, 


1 and 
Il. i. 21. e n 3. 30. ; 1 Then. Ive 18, 


170 | Hagar's motto. 9 Dif. 5. 


and lean not unto thine own underſtand. 
ing; — and let that be your ſong, in 
the land of your pilgrimage, which will 
_ ever be the theme of your triumph, in 


the ** of glory, Thou God ſeeſt 


me. 
| t Prov. ll. 5. 
1 1 M XN. 
I, 
ORD, thou haſt ſearch'd and ſeen 


me through; 
Thine eye commands, with piercing vien, 
My riſing and my reſting hours, 
My heart and fleſh, with all e 
„ 
Could I fo falſe, ſo faithleſs prove, 
To quit thy ſervice and thy love; 


Where, Lord, could I thy preſence 15 
| Or from thy dreadful glory run ? 8 


III. 


0 may theſe thoughts poſſeſs my breaſt, 
Where- eber I rove, where- eier I reſt! 
Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 
Conſent to ſin, for God is there. = 
0 4.8 no” mich 


theſe are righteous people. — 


1 121. 1 
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The righteous : a bleſſing to nations and 
communities, * 


GENESIS xviii. 32. 


Aud he 2 I will not deftray it for ten's 
fake. 


Fd 


 MIDST the variety of pine the 

world contains, there is one ſort, 
perhaps the leaſt known and eſteemed ; 
— Righteous 
and good, indeed, moſt wiſh to be 


thought. It is a fine, though reluctant, 
compliment paid to religion, that, at 
leaſt, the character of belonging to it, is 


thought a defirable acquiſition, But to 


be actually righteous very few ſeem con- 


1 2 cerned, 


* Preached Februzry 10, 1779, - bins the day 


appointed, by public authority, for faſting and 
humillation. | 


172 The righteous a bleſſing to Dil. g, 


cerned, Perſons of this complexion 
are edel looked upon as odd, pre- 
ciſe and unaccountable. Their manners 
and cuſtoms are ſo different from thoſe 
of the multitude, that, if no worſe treated, 
they are ſtared and laughed at; and have 
often been treated as the of -ſcouring of 
all things, and driven out of the world 
with diſgrace and infamy. 

Yet mean and contemptible as they 
appear, the God of heaven eſteems them 
more than all the reſt of mankind. The 
Lord has ſet apart him that is pedly fer 
himſelf.” God has. made them righteous 
by his grace, through the redemption of 
his Son. He has made them righteous, 
by the implantation of his Spirit, He 
has called them from a ſtate of unrighte- 
ouſneſs — changed them and made them 
nero creatures * — a righteous and holy 
people. And he not only favours them, 
with peculiar marks of his regard, but 
the world alſo on their account. While 
the world lieth in wickedneſs it lieth in 
darkneſs, and the beauty of true picty 
not being diſcerned, it cannot be loved 
7 R — 85 
u 1 Cor. iv, 13. ” Pſalm iv. 3. * 2 Cor. v. 17. 
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for its own ſake; but were the wicked 
truly concerned for their perſonal wel- 
fare, that concern would immediately de- 
termine, for the ſuperior excellence of 
righteouſneſs; for the fact is, they would 
be in circumſtances infinitely worſe than 
they are, were it not for the compara- 
tively few godly perſons, whom the Lord 
has raiſed up in the midſt of them. 

My text is one proof of the truth of 
this remark. — The men of Sodom, Gomor- 
rah, Admah, Zeboim and Zoar (five petty 
ſtates in that extenſive ſpot of the land 
of Canaan, called formerly the vale of 
Siddim) were wicked, and ſinners before the 
Lord exceedingly, Their ſituation was well- 

watered by the river Jordan, and is de- 
ſcribed to have been, in an accommo- 
dated ſenſe, pleaſant and fruitful as the 
garden of the Lord.” One cauſe contri- 
buting to its fruitfulneſs, and its de- 
ſtruction alſo, was the bituminous or 
pitchy nature of the ſoil, which (warmed 
by the ſun and probably by internal 
heat) produced a verdure and plenty, 
that invited crowds of families to ſettle 
42 there, 


* Gen, xiii. 10 13- 
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there, where their labour in cultivating 
the ground would be ſo amply repaid, 
and where leſs pains were required in 
procuring this abundance, than other parts 
of Canaan, remarkable as it was for fer- 
tility. Of courſe we muſt conclude, that 
theſe cities were the principal repoſitory 
of the riches of that country; and that 
the inhabitants, indulged with eaſe and 
affluence, gave into many of the ſtudied 
elegancies, improvements, and luxuries of 
life, The ſcripture particularly notifies 
their eating and drinking, their buying and 
| ſelling, their building and planting ;, ſo 
that we may Auppoſe houles to raile 
their heads, fields and gardens to be 
encloſed, and wealth, with its attendant 
e A e to be ſcattered in every 
corner. Fulneſs of bread and idleneſs, * 
Indeed, had that unhappy effect on their 
morals, that they were, not only a ſoftened 
and ſenſual people, but are to this day 
infamous to a proverb. Yet it ſeldom 
happens, but deſolating judgments are 
preceded by ſome warnings, ſome calls 
to repentance. Even Sodom and its con- 
Co federats 


2 Luke xvii. 28. z Ezekicl xvi. 49. 
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federate cities were warned, when Che- 
dorlaomer, the tyrant of Elam, envying 
their eaſe, and aware of the feeble re- 
ſiſtance they could make, fought and en- 
flaved them; — they were warned, when 
after twelve years ſervitude, or at leaft 
tribute, they attempted, in their own 
ſtrength, without repentance and reforma- 
tion, to ſhake off the yoke and regain 
their freedom; but all the effect was, 
that Chedorlaomer and his allies overcame 
and carried them away captive. Nor was 
it a ſmall reproach, that Abraham the 
friend of God (who took part in the 
quarrel on account of his kinſman Lot, 
and who, in reſcuing his relative, ſur- 
prized the conquerors and relieved the 
_ captive princes) at the ſame time viewed 
their conduct with that deteſtation and 
horror, that he would not accept of the 
leaſt gratuity, no not of the ſpoils he 
had gained from their enemies, leſt the 
nations around ſhould imagine he was 
connected with them, or gave the remoteſt 
_ countenance to their crimes ; and he ſhould 
diſhonour God, by aifording the king of 
Sodom occaſion to ſay, I have made 
95 — 1 4 « Abraham 
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Abraham rich.” * — How unavailing the 
admonitions of providence, where there is 
not an ear to hear the rod, and him that 
hath appointed it ! © Their deliverance from 
one tyrant only ſecured them the faſter, 
in the poſſeſſion of another. Their out- 
ward freedom regained, inſtead of being 
excited thereby to thankfulneſs, and te 
goodneſs of God leading them to repentance,* 
they became more and more confirmed in 
the vileſt of Qlavery, that of ſin; and 
ſunk into that worſe than brutality of 
manners, that he who made them, de- 
termined to have no mercy on them, — 
In the following chapter, therefore, we 
have a moſt awtul account of the laſt ca- 
lamity, which completed the deſtruction 
of them, and the region in which they 

_ dwelt. 
A particular mark of reſpect was ſhewn 
Abraham above all his neighbours, that 
God would not hide from him the thing 
 evhickh he did. He was honoured, ac- 
cordingly, with a viſit, by three angels, 
two of whom quickly departed towards 
Sodom, the third remained with Abra- 
ham : 


x Gen, XIV. 23. ce Mic. vi. 9. 4 Rom. i 11. 4. 
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ham: and, by the extraordinary homage 
the Patriarch paid him, appears to have 


been fome repreſentation ot Jehovah him- 


ſelf, dwelling: in our nature — in other 


words,. of the Son of God. No other can 
be eligibly meant, by the Lord who ſaid unto 


Abraham, Becauſe the cry, or report, of 


Sodom and Gomorrah is very great, and be- 


_ cauſe their fin is very grievous, I will go 


down now, and ſee whether they have done 


altogellier according to the cry of it, which 
is come unto me, and if not, I will know, 


a mode of expreſſion which ought not to 


be underſtood, as if God had not certain 
information of the matter; but is an 
adoption of “ the language of a good 


„judge, who never paſſes ſentence, much 


« leſs executes it, till he hath examined 


« the cauſe ©:;” and ſignifies, that he 
would convince. them he obſerved their 


proceedings, and, upon the fulleſt evi- 
dence, pals ſentence agreeably to the rules 


of his unerring juſtice. — Unſuſpicious of 
danger as were the men of Sodom, the 
pious Patriarch felt and prayed for them, 
who never thought of praying for them- 
15 ſelves. 

Patrick in loc. 
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ſelves. Their depravity was ſo notorious 
that he durſt not palliate it; yet he ven- 
tured, with humility and with tears, to 
Intercede for them, at leaſt upon ſuppo. 
fition, that there might be a few righteous 
amongſt them. WVMili thou 2lſo. deſtroy the 
righteous with the wicked? lays he; That 
be far from thee to do after this manner, 
Peradverture there be fifty righteous within 
| the city; wilt thou alſo deſtroy and noi 
ſpare the place, for the fifty righteous that 
are therein? The Lord agreed, it ſhould, 
upon that condition, be ſpared. I hus 
_ encouraged, Abraham proceeded to reduce 
the number to forty five, and his requeſt 
was granted, It was afterwards gradually 
leflened, to forty, to thirty, to twenty and 
even ten righteous; and the Lord gra- 
ctouſly, acquieſced, replying, in our text, 
T will not deſtroy it for ten's ſake, 
But while he acceded to Abraham's 
| petition, and it would ſeem the venerable 
man flattered himſelf, the life of the city 
was obtained, theſe kind conceſſions were 
not of any benefit to Sodom; tor alas! 
inconſiderable as was the number ſpeciſicd, 
there could not be found ten righteous 
in 


% 
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in it, — One godly man only lived there. 
It was very imprudent to go thither, 
He conſulted his temporal rather than 
ſpiritual intereſt, and he ſmarted for it, 
1he country was pleaſant, but his ſoul 
was vexed with the filthy converſation 
of the wicked. His ſubſtance was de- 
ſtroyed with the city. His wife Jooking 
back, and loitering, reluctant to quit her 
poſſcſſions, was overtaken by the ſhower 
ot divine indignation, and turned into a 
pillar of ſalt, as a_laſting monument of 
her folly. And, as ſoon as he and his 
two daughters were depolited in Zoar, 
the Lord rained fire and brimſtone from 
heaven, upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the cities of the plain, Zoar excepted, 
and Abraham gat up early in the morn-_ 
ing, to the place where he ſtood before the 
Lord, and he looked toward Sodom and Go- 
mos rah, and toward all the land of the 
plain, anxious to know the ſucceſs of his 
petition z and he beheld, and lo, the ſmoke 
of the fang went up as the ſmoke of a 
furnace. 
The particulars of this dire cataſtrophe 

„„ inform 


f Gen, Xix, 27. 
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inform us, that, previouſly, the morning 
was clear and ſerene — the ſun roſe on 
Sodom with its accuſtomed brightneſs, 
and the face of nature ſmiled — no pre- 
ternatural darkneſs ſhut out the wiſhed. 
for day — no ſhaking of the earth, no 
thunder or lightning predicted the im- 
pending ruin — the people were reclined 
at their eaſe, after the riot of the pre- 
ceding night — the ſons in law of Lot 
mocked at the very idea of danger, and 
his wife but half beiieved it. Too 
late, alas! they find their miſtake, when 
the armies of heaven are ſuddenly col- 
lected — the dark cloud riſes — the artil- 


85 lery of the ſkies begins its dreadful diſ- 


e 


charge — the ſtorm beats upon their de- 
fenceleſs heads — the aerial fire ſurrounds 
them, and renders their eſcape impoſſi- 
Imagination paints, with, hor- 
ror, their dba) ſhrieks, while met, where- 
ever they fly, by the flaming tempeſt ; 
and is rather relieved by being told, 
that, the action of the fire having formed 
a vaſt cavity within the earth, the whole 
country funk, at once, into its bowels, 
and was covered by the waters of Jordan, 

| forming 
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forming a pitchy and ſulphureous lake 


(called the Dead-ſca, becauſe immoveable 


by the winds, and lo unwholeſome that 
no f6ſh can live in it} which ſmokes fre- 
queatly to this day, and actually emitted 
flames, ſome thouſands of years after this. 
its firſt formation. 

To impute the aforegoing melancholy 
event to natural cauſes — to draw a pa- 
rallel between it and the caſyal eruptions 
_ of Etna or Veſuvius, is ſo to weaken the 
force of the narration, and of all the in- 


ſtruction to be learned from it, that at 


moſt it can be conſidered only as a miſ- 
fortune, which might have happened to 
any place not ſo abandoned, and actually 
has befallen many places, whoſe character 


was not remarkably infamous. Ihe ſcrip- 
ture explicitly points out the immediate 


and extraordinary interpoſition of the Al- 
mighty, through the miniſtry of holy 
angels, as the direct cauſe of the cala- 
mity, and even lodges in the appoint- 
ment of the celeſtial meſſengers, the pre- 
ciſe moment of its taking place; circum- 
ſtances which cannot 2 leſs, than 
that magazincs of fire were hid in the 

boſom 


* 
7 
— — = tr WT 1 
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boſom of the air, which, emptied upon 
the devored cities, co operated with the 
combuſtible matter beneath them, to ren- 
der the conflagration umverſal. — And the 
miraculous agency of God, in the whole, 
admitted, the (tory ſolemnly intimates, that 
ſin is a reproach to any people, provoking 
to the God of heaven, and tollowed by 
his wrath. This 1s true of every ſpecies 
of iniquity : for the wrath of God is re- 
vealed from heaven, againſt all ung odlineſs 
and unrighteouſneſs of men ,* now revealed, 
by way of threatening, 'in the Bible, and 
will in due time be revealed, by way of 
puniſhment, It Sodom and Gomorrah 
were awtully viſited with fire and brim- 
ſtone, the iniquity of the Awmarites was 
then, alſo, filling up; and the Lord dd 
afterwards, as delervedly avenge himſelf 
of them, When the impicty of other 
nations comes to a certain height, judg- 
ments may as certainly be expected. But 
though the obtainment of Abraham's re- 
queſt could not, as matters were circum- 
ſtanced, be of any benefit to Sodom, it 
may. reach us me value of goon people, 

in 

£ Rom. i. 18. 
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in a city or nation, that ſo few would 
have been a bleſſing to this city. The 
words of the text, for ten's ſake, lead us 
to enquire, 


I. For the ſake of what, in the righ- 
teous, God ſpares the wicked? And, 


II. What reflections may be deduced, 
for the due improvement of the doc- 
trine ? 


I. For the ſake of what, in the righ-_ 
teous, does God ſpare the wicked ?—and 
it may be anſwered, For the examples 
the prayers and even the pre- 
fence of the righteous, 

1. For the pron examples good 
people exhibit. —— Wickedneſs of every 
kind diſhonours God is an inſult offered 
to his majeſty —a contempt of his holi- 
nels —a diſregard of his goodneſs; and 
the intention of puniſhment is, either to 
correct and reſtrain, or to make the of- 
| fenders an example for the terror and re- 
formation of others, Such correction or 
judgment, thereture, honours God, by 
bearing a Politwe teſtimony againſt ſin, 
and 
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and giving a public proof of its evil, 
But this teſtimony do God's people bear, 
by the uprightneſs of their lives. They 
ſhew forth, thereby, the glory of God, 
and the beauty of  holincſs, By their 
words and behaviour, they tacitly reproach 
the conduct of the wicked. And on this 
account, God is often pleaſed to ſuſpend 
his. judgments from particular places, — 
He looks at his ſaints — ſees his own work 
in their hearts — they are his workman- 


ip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 


works , and, approving of their piety, he 
endures, with much long-ſuffering, the veſſels 


e wrath fitted for dęſtruction, for the ſake 


of the veſſels of mercy, which he hath afore- 
prepared unto glory.* Such is his love of 
| holineſs, that he is, as it were, more 
| pleaſed with the exemplarineſs of a few 
(who perhaps, for that very reaſon, are 
deſpiſed by the world) than enraged at 
the oppoſite behaviour of the many, — 
What a God of love is our God! How 
evidently is judgment his ſtrange work, 

and mercy a delight unto him; that for 
the as yet very imperfect traces of his 
FEE | image 

= Koni IX. 22, 
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jmage upon his children, he bears with 
the evil practices of his enemies! But 
fo it ſeemeth good in his fight. And, more 
than this, the examples of the godly may 
be the means, of converting ſinners from 
the error of their ways, and therefore the 
Lord may ſpare ſuch wicked perſons, and 
others with whom they dwell. The righ- 
teous are the ſalt of the earth. Their 
converſation is not of the nature, of thoſe 
evil communications which corrupt good man- 
ners; but ſeaſoned with grace, and may 
be of uſe to communicate ſpiritual life 
to others. We are apt, when we behold 
tranigreſſions multiply, and but few ap- 
pearing for God, to put up a melancholy 
ſigh, and ſay, © Ah! This is a place 
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devoted to deſtruction. Soon the fear | 15 
« of the Lord will be totally baniſhed, 


and his judgments ſhowcred down,” — 
But who can pronounce that this will be 
the caſe ? Who can ſay what good effects, 


| even the righteous examples of a few 


may produce ? May not their uprightneſs 
ſhame the multitude, who behold their 
chaſte converſation in Chriſt? May not 
| Pos NN 
| * Mat. xi. 26. * Mat. v. 13. 1 1 Cor. xv. 33 
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their exhortations and reproofs be further 


bleſſed, for reformation and converſion ? 
And will not honour redound to God 
thereby? Is there not reaſon to hope 
then, that where the Lord continues a 
people to glority him (and eſpecially where 
they are very earneſt) he has ſome good 
to do by their means — ſome to call from 
the way of ſin — ſome to change, to the 
love of Chriſt and holineſs — ſome to be 
added to his peculiar people ? Methinks 
there is. And. . therefore, he exerciſes long 
forbearance, towards nations and commu— 
nities that are wicked, for the ſake of 
his own children whoſe lot is caſt there, 
Nor may the examples only of the 
godly be of uſe, but 

2, Their prayers alſo. The people 
of the Lord are reconciled unto him, and 


beloved by him; and, as our Lord ob- 


ſerved concerning himſelf, that the Father 
heard him always,” ſo the pious petitions, 


which the righteous put up at his throne, 


are accepted in the beloved; and many 
of their prayers God hears, not only for 
themſelves but for others, even tor the 


wicked, 


9 john xi. 42. 
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wicked. The Apoſtle James tells us, ac- 
cordingly, that the effefual fervent (that 
is, the energetic) prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. So Abraham inter- 
| ceded for Sodom, and the Lord heard 
him. True, it was not of any avail to 
the city; but yet Abraham obtained all 
he aſked. Perhaps if he had ſolicited, 
he would have obtained more, — Perhaps, 
| condeſcending as the Lord was to the 
former parts of his requeſt, it was an im- 
prudence to ſtop at ten righteous, —— 
Perhaps the ſtory conveys to us this in- 
ſtruction, that, while we pray for places 
wherein fin abounds, we ought not to 
ſtint God's mercies, or limit the Almighty, 
but continue inſtant in prayer, though 

there may not be ten, or even tuo righ- 
teous in ſuch places. Run ye to and 'fro 
through the ſtreeis of Jeruſalem, faith the 
| Lord, and ſee now and know, and ſeek in 
the broad places thereof, if ye can find a 
man, if there be one that executeth judę- 
ment, that 'ſeeketh the truth, and 1 will 
| pardon it. One important truth, how- 
ever, we are certainly taught, that that 
: Fo, . place 


x James v. 16. 0 Jer. v. Is 
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place muſt be, indeed, abandoned to its 
degeneracy, which the prayers of God's 


people cannot reach. It muſt be deluged 
in wickedneſs, if God will not hear his 


hidden ones for it. When Ifrael ſinned 


in the matter of the golden-calf, the Lord 


ſaid unto Moſes, Let me alone, that my 
eorath may wax hot againſt them, and that 
may conſume them. * Nevertheleſs, on 


the petition of Moſes, and for the 


ſake of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, while 
he often corrected Iſrael, on that and 
= other occaſions, as a nation he ſpar. 
ed them, - 
prayer was ſcen alſo, when Joſhua cried, 
when Samuel prayed, when David inter- 
ceded. Elijah was a man of like paſ- 
ſions with ourſelves, yet his prayers were 
of efficacy, to with-hold rain from the 


The happy influence of 


land of Iſrael, when the correction was 
neceſſary, and reſtore the bleſſing, when 


the chaſtiſement had, in ſome meaſure, 
fulfilled its commiſſion. — Had God re- 


ſpect to the partial repentance and rran- 


ſient reformation of Nineveh, at leaſt to 


* its puniſhment for a conſiderable 
time: 
2 Palm uli 3. 4 Exodus xxxii. 10. 
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time? And will he turn a deaf ear 
to his own children, proſtrate before his 
throne, ſeeking mercy for themſelves and 
others? No. If he exerciſes their faith, 
and they have long patience, yet in the 
end he will hear, and ſend an anſwer 
of peace. I exhort therefore, ſays the 

Apoſtle, that firſt of all, as a duty of 
the higheſt importance, /#p N pray- 
ers, interceſſions and giving of thanks be 
made for all men; for kings and for all 
that are in authority; for ſaints and ſin- 
ners; for the church and the world; 
for this is good and arent in the fig ht 
of God our Saviour. May God help 
you, chriſtians, in the preſent day of 
great declenſion, of publick difficulty, 
and of danger, to diſtinguiſh yourſelves 
as the generation of them that ſeek his face. 
—— How valuable on this account allo, 
are good people !l——]I add, 

3. The very preſence of the righteous, 
is the ſecurity of the wicked amongſt 
whom they dwell.— The tendereſt father, 
the moſt affectionate mother cannot have 
chat regard for A: ſucking child, which 


will 


"1 Tim. 1. * Plalm xiv. 6, 
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place muſt be, indeed, abandoned to its 
degeneracy, which the prayers of God's 
people cannot reach. It muſt be deluged 
in wickedneſs, if God will not hear his 
hidden ones for it, When Ifrael ſinned 
in the matter of the golden-calf, the Lord 
ſaid unto Moſes, Let me alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot againſt them, and that 
T may conſume them. ® Nevertheleſs, on 
the petition of Moſes, and for the 
| ſake of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, while 
he often corrected Iſrael, on that and 
other occaſions, as a nation he ſpar. 
ed them, —— The happy influence of 
prayer was ſcen alſo, when Joſhua cried, 
when Samuel prayed, when David inter- 
ceded. Elijah was a man of like paſ- 
ſions with ourſelves, yet his prayers were 


of efficacy, to with-hold rain from the 


land of Iſrael, when the correction was 
neceſſary, and reſtore the bleſſing, when 
the chaſtiſement had, in ſome meaſure, 
fulfilled its commiſſion, — Had God re- 
ſpect to the partial repentance and tran- 
ſient reformation of Nineveh, at leaſt to 
— its puniſhment for a conſiderable 
time? 
* Plalm IXXXiii. 3. 4 Exodus XXXIi. 1 
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time? And will he turn a deaf ear 
to his own children, proſtrate before his 
| throne, ſeeking mercy for themſelves and 
others? No. If he exerciſes their faith, 
| and they have long patience, yet in the 
end he will hear, and ſend an anſwer 
of peace, T exhort therefore, Jays the 
Apoſtle, that firſs of all, as a duty of 
the higheſt importance, ſupplications, pray- 
ers, interceſſions and giving of thanks be 
made for all men; for kings and for all 
that are in authority; for ſaints and ſin— 
ners; for the church and the world; 
for this is good and acceptable in the Hehe 
of God our Saviour. May God help 
you, chriſtians, in the preſent day of 
great declenſion, of publick difficulty, 
and of danger, to diſtinguiſts yourſelves 
as the generation of them that ſeek his face.“ 
—— How valuable on this account allo, 
are good people I add, 
3. The very preſence of the righteous, 
is the ſecurity of the wicked amongſt 
whom they dwell.— The tendereſt father, 
the moſt affectionate mother cannot have 
that regard for a ſucking child, which 
| —— 


1 Tim. kin, * Plalm xv. 6. 
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will bear the moſt diſtant compariſon, 


with the love of God to his children, 


He. obſerves, with the moſt aſſiduous at. 
_ tention, all the frames of their ſouls, the 
ſtates of their bodies, and every circum. 
ſtance of their lives. And to teſtify his 
reſpe& for them; or, leſt by an indiſ. 
criminate execution of juſtice they ſhould 
be injured, the tokens of his diſpleaſure 
againſt ſin have been often delayed, of. 
ten with-held, and ſometimes remarkable 
ſalvations afforded. The companions of 
Paul's ſhipwreck experienced the benefit 
of having one godly man amongſt them, 
Lo, ſaid the angel to him, God hath given 
thee all them that ſail with thee,*— The 
deſigns of God's providence, reſpecting 
his people, ate not perhaps compleated, 
They are to keep their appointed ſtation 


a little longer, and to bear a further teſ. 


timony againſt ſin, Providence therefore 
does not immediately open a door for 
their removal, It may be they are left 


amongſt the wicked for the proof and 


maniteſtation of their own graces, as well 
as for the glory of God, Or they are 
not 
t Acts zxvii. 24. 
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not yet ripe enough for heaven, and 
God continues them longer, in this flate 
of trial. T1 heretore thus ſaith the Lord 
(concerning the land, the city, the town 


| wherein they dwell) As the new Wine 15 


found in the cluſter, and one ſaith, deſtroy 
it not, for a bleſſing is in it — ſome lite, 
ſome hope of it remains, ſo will J do 
far my ſervants ſakes, that I may not de- 
ftroy them all." —— Noah and his family 
were houſed in the ark, and the Lord 
had. ſhut them in, before the deluge 
overflowed the old world. ——There was 
but one good man in Sodom; and not 


till he had departed, and was lodged in 
| Zoar, did the Lord rain upon Sodom 


fire and brimſtone. I cannot do any thing, 
ſaid the angel, till thou be come thither, 
Nor was Zoar itſelf more deſerving than 
its neighbouring cities, yet it was preſery- 


ed at the inſtance of Lot, and becauſe 


of his preſence in it. See, added the 
heavenly meſſenger, have accepted thee 
concerning this alſo, that I will not overs 
throw this city for the which thou hoſt 
JPoken, — The preſence of the godly, in- 
deed, 

* Iſa. xv. 8. 
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deed, cannot prevent individuals of the 
wicked from dying and going to hell; 
but, in public and national diſtreſs, it has 
been of great efficacy for the ſuſpenſion 
* not total preventi n. of the calamity, 
The prophet Elijah, complained in 
his haſte, upon, one occaſion, *All men 
are liars; The children of Iſrael havt 
« forſaken thy covenant, thrown down thing 

% Altars, and ſlain thy prophets with the 
ford; and * 1 only am left, and they 
 * ſeek my life.” But God had reſerved 
to himſelf, in that day of corruption, fe. 


ven thouſand men who had not boved 


the knee to Baal; “ and the preſence of 
theſe worſhippers no doubt, (to ſay no- 
thing of the ſhort- lived humiliation of 
Ahab) contributed to the delay of that 
judgment, by which the civil-polity of 
the ten tribes remains to- this day torally 
diflolved. — While there remained any of 
the lincere diſciples of Chriſt in Jervla- 
lem, it was not given, up to the deſola- 
tion to which it had devoted iiclt ; but 
when the chriſtians, warned by their di- 
vine F maſter, had — 'Þ from the city, 

| the 
> 5 Kings Xix. 18, 
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the ſentence of their Lord was awfully 
executed, not a ſtone being left upon 
another that was not thrown down, and 


the flower of the nation given up to the 


ſword. _—— And, to mention one proof 
more affecting than all the reſt, it is for 
the fake of the comparatively few godly 


inhabitants, that this world is upheld from 


periſning. As long as God has any to 


call -by his grace and nurſe up for the 
celeſtial regions, the ſafety of the world 


is thereby inſured. God ſpares it, be- 
cauſe he has valuable property in it, 
But as ſoon as the election of grace is 
filled up, and the body of Chriſt com- 


pleated, wrath, impatient for the vindi- 


cation of God's righteous government, 
will burſt forth, and the polluted theatre, 
on which ſo many ſcenes of impiety are 
tranſacted, be burnt up.— Awful event, 


| t the earth itſelf, and the ſinners who 


cleave to it | — The tares and wheat are 
now mingled together, and the Lord ſays 
to the avenger of his juſtice, © Let the 
* tares alone: root them not up, left 
* with them ye root up the wheat alſo,” 
It teaches us great caution and tender. 
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neſs, in determining upon the ſalvation 
of other people; and that in caſes of 
difficulty, the ſafeſt and wiſeſt method is 
to ſuſpend our opinion. — Judge not, that 
ye be not judged.* In the terrible day 
of the Lord, the unerring, the final de- 
ciſion will paſs, and the preſent mixture 
diſappear. No more will the righteous 
at once benefit and grieve the wicked; 
but each be aſſigned to the place for 
Which they are now training, with' the 
companions, whoſe friendſhip and aſſocia- 
tion they have principally coveted —— 
the wheat gathered into God's garner, the 
tares bound in bundles to be burned, — 
In the mean time, the examples, prayers, 
and even preſence of the righteous, meet 
in full proof of their value, in any ſtate 


or community where they reſide, — Let 
us enquire, 


II. What inſtructions may be gathered, 


for the improvement of the doctrine ve 
| have been illuſtrating ? And 


1. Do we not learn from hence, highly 
to eſteem pood people of every denomi- 


nation 
* Mat. vii. 1. | 


Dif, 8. nations and communities. 19 5 


nation ? Precious and honourable in the 
ſight of their God, they ought to be ſo 


in our ſight; and will, if we have any 


ſubſtantial evidence of our own relation 
to God ; for by this we know that we 
have paſſed from death to life, becauſe we 
love the brethren.” Such are highly eſti- 


mable, for their affinity to the Moſt High 
and likeneſs to him — for that intrinſic 
worth with which grace has endowed 


them — for their uſefulneſs in the world, 
and happy influence on human affairs, 
— Highly favoured of heaven, e righ- 


teous is more excellent than his neighbour, * 


and whoſoever diſeſteems a good man, dif- 
regards the impreſs of the divine image, 
deſpiſes a character which approaches to 
perfection, and is ignorant of his own 
mercies, I have read ſomewhere, of a 
chief promoter of one of the perſecu- 
tions, that have ftained the annals of 


this iſland, who on his death-bed ſent for 


two of the reformed miniſters to pray 
with him. Before the miniſters had con- 


cluded, ſome of his late companions made 
him a viſit, and being informed who were 


2 within, 
Y 1 John iii. 14. Prov. xii. 26. 
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within, one obſerved, with great ſolem- 

nity to the reſt, © Wie baniſh theſe men 
from us, and yet when dying call fer 
© them; this is melancholy work.” — And 
ſo it was, It teaches us, what different 
views of religious matters people may 
have, when fleſh and heart fail, from 
what they poſſeſs, in the vigour of life 
and health, Perhaps there is a moment 
coming, when the ſtouteſt-hearted ſinner 
I ſpeak to, will wiſh to be in the ſtate 
of the chriſtian he thinks meaneſt, and 


whom he moſt deſpiſes. If, then, you 


have any regard for yourſelves, love good 
people — eſteem them highly in love for 
| Chriſt's ſake, for the ſake of what God 
has done for them, and the good he does 
by them—covet to be near them — to be 
in their company, to converſe with them 


5 join with them in prayer to God — ſeek 


their prayers for yourſelves — and rather 
chuſe to be amongſt the godly, with all 
their poverty and infirmities, than in the 
tents of wickedneſs, however ſplendid. So 
| Moſes refuſed to be called the ſon of Pha- 
raol's daughter, chuſing rather to ſuffer af- 
fidlion with the people of God, than to 
1 6 
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enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a e ; 
eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater riches 
than the treaſures of Egypt, for he had re- 
ſpect unto the recompence of the reward. 

2. We learn from what has been ſaid, 
how to form à true judgment concerning 


The real 


the ſtrength of a nation. 


| ſecurity and proſperity of a nation does 
not conſiſt in the greatneſs of its riches, 
the largeneſs of its trade, the magnitude 


of its fleets, the number or experience 
of armies, — No. Theſe are, at beſt, 
but ſecondary conſiderations — dependen- 
cies that may fail, when their ſupport is 
moſt urgent. Where ſin has diffuſed its 


baneful, its enervating influence, the proud- 


eſt Kingdoms have been brought low, yea 


brought to nothing. On the other hand, 
wherever godlineſs has prevailed, God has 


ever appeared for ſuch a people; five have 
chaſed a thouſand, and an hundred put ten 
thouſand to flight.” In the preſent critical. 
and diſtreſſing ſtate of our national-affairs, 
then, is it not much to be wiſhed, that 
the power of religion was more known, 
and the — more attended to? OG 

K 3 „ - 


* Heb. xi. 25. 3 Lev. Xvi. 8. 
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that all parties would turn their eyes 


Within, and impartially enquire how mat- 


ters ſtand, between them and the great 
Diſpoſer of all events — would return to 
God, and ſeek his kind interpoſition ! 
Then we might ſtill hope, God has a 
favour for Britain, —Religion, my brethren, 
is of no party but the Lord's, — I fear 


religion is kept at too great a. diſtance, 
by all parties. — But at laſt, it is the 
only thing that can help us; and if it 


is not ſought in the firſt place, our coun- 


cCils will be turned into tooliſhneſs, our 
arms be the contempt of our enemies, and 
our nation fall under the load of its own. 


guilt, —— Therefore 
2, If e people are the beſt ſecurity 


fie national-happineſs, how affecting to 
behold them die, without others raiſed 


up in their ſtead ! — Our pious fathers, 
zwhere are they? The prophets, do they live 


for ever? No.— Whether men are con- 
verted or not, they muſt die; and whe- 


ther there are any or not, to ſucceed the 


_ godly, and fill up their places, in the 
.church and the world, the godly muſt | 


die. 
c Zech. i. 5 


5 
of 
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die. The church militant is continually 
draughting ſome of its members, for the 
church triumphant. And, when their time 
comes, the moſt uſeful muſt depart; — 
uſeful miniſters, who warned men to flee 


from the wrath to come; — uſeful mem- 


bers, who adorned the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and ſhone as lights in the world, Is it 


not greatly to be regretted, and danger 


apprehended, when the number of theſe 


valuable perſons decreaſes? Let me aſk 


then, whether we have not ground in the 
preſent day, for the prophet's lamenta- 


tion, The righteous periſheth, and no mau 


layeth it to heart; and merciful men are 


taken away, none conſidering that the righ- 


teous is taken away from the evil to come? 


Let me aſk, whether with all the talk 


about religion and pretenſions to it amongſt 
the ſurvivors, the principle itſelf is not 
at a very low ebb? —— Low indeed, 
when its profeſſors can mix placidly with 


the profane, and make them their choſen 


companions — when the duties of ſecret 
prayer, family-religion, and the Lord's- 
wy” are neglected or hurried over; but 

"K's * the 


4 Iſaiah lvii. 1. 
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the buſineſs or amuſements of the world 


plied unweariedly, and even the threaten- 
ing aſpe&t of public affairs is unable to 
reſtrain from the favourite diverſions of 


the times. When many paſtors flumber 


over their flocks, and wink at, perhaps 


join in their vices—when the ſolemn truths 
of the Bible are generally diſregarded, ex- 
cept as the ſubject of ridicule—when, even 


among the adherents to the doctrines of 


God's grace, there is, frequently, more 


_ zeal for right opinions, than their power- 
ful and practical influence = 


houſe of Ifrael, ſhamefully proclaim to 


the world, that the love of many waxeth- 


cold — and when not a few, who appeared 


to walk with Chrift, forſake him. — If 
judgment begin at the houſe of the Lord, 
what a ſhattered inconſiſtent profeſſion wilt 
be found, in the preſent day! And what 


can be expected of the riſing generation, 
who have ſuch examples before them, 


and of whom little or no care is taken, 


to train them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord? — On the other 
| hand, 18 chere not additional reaſon to be 


alarmed, | 


32 ——ʃ ; ʃ Got rs 


when the 
ſtrifes, animoſities and diviſions of the 


— 
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alarmed, when profaneneſs and impiety, 
luxury, intemperance, pride, debauchery, 
the love of pleaſure, and infidelity, or elſe 
Popery (the convenient refuge of the 
wicked from the troubleſome accuſations 
of conſcience) are making large ſtrides 
over the land — and when, though our 
contending politicians agree to blame one 
another moſt illiberally (and both ſides 
muſt be very bad, if all is true that 
they ſay of each other) yet they ſpeak 
not aright; no man repents him of his 
wickedneſs, ſaying, What particularly have 
J done, to incur the divine diſpleaſure, 
and cauſe the threatening tokens com- 
plained of ? —— I do not mean to inſi- 
nuate, that our caſe is deſperate, —I hope 
not. — But if piety and holineſs are, in 
the perſons of God's people, taking their 
flight to heaven, and inſtead of the fa- 
thers who glorified God, the children rife 
up to diſhonour him, it is high time for 
the real. friends of their country, who 
trace the hand of providence in the di- 
rection of human affairs, to cry uncea- 
ingly, Help, Lord, for the godly man 

_ K 5. c ceaſeih, 


e fer. Ville. 6. 


* . 
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ceaſeth, for the en Fail from among the 
children of men. Above all, 

4. It good people are the nation's beſt 
ſecurity, it calls upon each of us, to ſcek 
to be godly.—— ©& To be virtuous and 
regular, honeſt, generous, compaſſionate 


and ſober — to be good friends, good 


& neighbours, and good citizens — to ac- 
5 quit ourſelves well in the ſtation, where. 
«© in providence has placed us”? —doubt- 


leſs. — But it is yet turther, to be deeply 


| ſenſible of the majeſty and holineſs of 
God moſt high — to be ſeriouſly con- 


cerned for the welfare of our immortal 


ſouls — to be humbled for our fins —to 
make our earneſt application to Jeſus, for 

pardoning mercy and ſanctifying grace — 
to live a Ife of faith, of prayer, of com- 
munion with the Father and his Son Jelus 
Chriſt — and, in the divine ſtrength, to 
walk in the con mandments and ordinan- 
ces of the Lord blamelets.——If it is an 
happineſs, to reſide in the ſociety of 
people of this character, it is a much 
greater favour, to partake of the ſame 
ſpirit; — it will make us a bleſſing to our- 
ſelves 
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ſelves and others, to our neighbourhood 
and nation. National ſucceſs and national 
reformation will ever go hand in hand; 
and national refo mation cannot conſiſt 
otherwiſe, than in a perſonal reformation 
of the individuals, of which the nation 


is compoſed. O! that the main attention 


of each may be directed to himſelf — to 
herſelf, to turn every one from his evil way, 


and from the violence that 1s in their hands : 
Who can tell, but God will turn and repent, 


and turn away from his fierce anger, that 


| awe periſh not? At all events; let 
the wortt come, ſay ye to the righteous, it 
| ſhall be well with him. God will hide 


his children in the hollow of his hand, 


He is their refuge and cannot fail — he 
their ſhepherd, and they ſhall not want 
—their ſtrength,” and what-ſhail overthrow. 


them? — More than all, he is their ſal- 


vation; and ſhould national devaſtation, 
involve them in the common ruin ſhould 
there be one lot, to the righteous and the 


wicked, in this dark ſtate, where time 


and chance happeneth to all men, yet 


neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
K 6 cipalities, 


: Jonah iii. 9. Iſaiah iii. 10. 
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cipalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate 
the righteous from the love of God, which 


is in Feſus Chriſt their Lord. They ſhall 
riſe above the ſtroke of mortality — loſe 


nothing by death, bur what now often 


encumbers their minds, is, at beſt, of the 


loweſt value to them, and for the loſs of 
which, the reſt that remains will infinitely 
compenſate, when the Lamb, who is in 
the midſt of the throne, will feed them, 
and leatK\hem to living fountains of water, 
and God will wipe away all tears from their 
eyes *—for ever. 
mentary, are the keeneſt earthly afflie- 
tions, while viewed through the medium 
of heavenly glory - 
and unſullied by any mixture of corrup- 
tible matter, and enlarging to the eye of 
faith, the boundleis proſpect of eternal 
tranquility ! Wherefore let them that. ſuffer 


according to the will of God, commit the 


| keeping of their ſouls to him in well. doing, 
as unto a faithful Creator. 


1 Rom. vill. 38, 330. Rev. vii. 17. 
1 Pet. iv. 19. 


How light, how mo- 


a medium pure, 


& aw _ ah — a _— oY «a —_—_—.. 2 


C 205 


DISCOURSE IK, 


Abraham offering up Iſaac. 


"ad. 


GENESIS xxii. 12. 


mmm Now I know that theu feareſt God, 
ſeeing thou haſt not with- held thy fon, 
bine yy” lon from me. 


© 7 E T no man ſay when he is tempted, 
„ T am tempted of God,” for God 

cannot be tempted of evil, neither tempteth 
he any man; but every man is tempted, 
when he 1s brown away of his own luſt, 
and enticed.” It is, indeed, a puzzling 
queſtion, preſumptuous in a weak-lighted 
creature to decide upon, * How far an 
« expreſs and poſitive injunction of the 
* Almighty might give that action the 
« force of a duty, which, excluſive of 
" tuch a command, would be altogether 
i, unuſti- 


| & Re 
® James 1. 13, 14. 
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60 unjuſtifiable In other words, & How 
„ far he who gave the law, has the power 
„of alte ing or diſpenſing with it?“ — 

Yet, as the ſtatutes and ordinances of the 
Lord are tounded in equity and the re- 
lation ot things, it is in general a proper 
inference, that the All- wiſe Legiſlator will 
not be acceſſary to a deed, directly con- 
trary to his righteous law; and the event 
of che hiſtory, under preſent conſideration, 
clearly proves, that by the Lord's tempt- 
ing Abraham, we ought not to underſtand, 


he laid a ſnare in the patriarch's way to. 
inveigle him to fin, but tried Abraham, 
for the diſcovery and exercite,. of his faith 


and conſtancy. 


Abraham was ſo . an inſtance- 
of the power of God's grace, that he is 


filed the father of the faithful, to inti- 
mate that his faith was of ſtrength, vi- 
gour and ſucceſs ſo abundant, as to be 
a copy and encouragement. for believers, 
in all tuture ages, — 
belief of God's declarations, and a truſt 


in his promiſes, evidenced by an unre- 


ſerved obedience to his will, its genuine- 


neſs cannot be fairly put. to the teſt, but 


Faith including a 


4 


828» > 
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by ſome trial in its nature afflictive, Un- 
interrupted proſperity is no more the ſuit- 
able exerciſe of truit in God, than the 
receipt of ready-money only, is the idea 
of giving credit. God's people,. there- 
fore, are partakers of. affliction, hat the 
trial of their faith, being much more pre- 
cious than of gold, which perifheth though 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praiſe, and honour and glory, at the appear- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt ,* and perhaps Abra- 
ham's trials were of a ſort, that touched 
him as nearly, as any have experienced 
before or ſince. —— I do not however, 
exhibit him as a perfect character. To 
teach us, that there is a mixture of un— 
belief, in the faith of the molt exalted 
ſaints in this world, even Ab:aham is re- 
corded to have twice evaſively denied his 
wite, — Nor is his connection with Hagar 
to be commended But in other reſpects, 
he is an example hardly it at all paral. 
leled. . e 
Born in Ur of the Chaldees, his kin» 
dred were of rank and opuience, in the 
city where they reſided; but alas! to 
2 e gain 
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gain reſpect, they conformed to the ido- 


latry of the place, The ſun was conjec- 


tured to be the ſupreme cauſe of exiſtence; 


and they worſhipped fire, as his trueſt 


emblem. —— Get thee out from thy country, 
and from thy father's houſe, unto a land 


that I will ſhew thee; and I will make of 


thee a great nation, ſaid the Lord to 
Abraham: ſo Abraham departed, as the 
Lord had ſpoken unto him He obeyed 
and went out, adds the Apoſtle, not knows- 
ing whither he went; but reſolved to 
follow implicitly the divine direction. — 
The promiſe of being a great nation was, 


im itſelf, as improbable, as it was unexpect- 
ed. Himſelf ſeventy five, his wife ſixty-five. 


years old, the proſpect of poſterity ſeemed 


ſo incompatible with their period of life, 
that Sarah could ſcarcely be grave on the 
occaſion, and her incredulous laughter re- 


ceived a juſt, though gentle reprimand, 


from the Angel of the Lord who viſited 


Abraham, with a more ample explanation 
of the promiſe. - It was not trom the 
ſame principle, chat Abraham laughed in 


his heart, but a fſeaile or complacency 


and 
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and thankfulneſs, reſulting from a confi- 
dence in the divine aſſurances, Scripture 
affords this unconſtrained teſtimony, that 
he ſtaggered not at the promiſe, through un- 
belief; but wy trong in faith, giving 


glory to God; and embracing the pro- 
miſe in its rollen extent — believing in 


that ſeed which was to ſpring from him, 
and by which all nations of the earth 
were to be bleſſed, it was imputed for 


of that juſtification, which is received by 
aith in the Lord our righteouſneſs. 


trials, he was appointed unto, Our 
text relates to a more ſevere proof, of 
the genuineneſs and ſtrength of his belief 


mation, in that temper and conduct, where- 
by we may become the children of faith- 
ful Abraham, 


I. Then, the literal Rory diſcovers to 
us Abraham's faith, not eradicating, but 


© Rom, ir. 20. Kom. iv. 22. 


righteouſneſs, * and he was declared an heir 


But theſe were not the leaſt of the 


of what God had ſpoke ; which we are 
authorized to treat in a /iteral, and gu- 
rative ſenſe, both conducive to our infor- 
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triumphing over the feelings of parental 
affection.—In due time, we read, though 


not till he was an hundred, and his wife 
ninety, N old, he had a ſon whom 


he named Iſaac, whom he nurſed with 
tenderneſs, and who was the darling of 
his father, the delight of his mother, and 
the hope of the family. The good old 
patriarch had the poſitive ene that 
in Iſaac, ſhould his feed be called. 

Iſaac was now grown up to years of ma- 


turity—and the filial piety of the ſon 


had touched the father's heart, with thoſe 


tender and pleaſing emotions, that the lat. 


ter thought only of dying in a good old 
age, and leaving the world to a ſucceſ- 
ſor ſo hopeful, and of expectations ſo 


ample. I ſhall quickly, ſaid he, cloſe 


+ my eyes in death, My beloved Iſaac 
« will ſtand by, and perform the laſt of- 
„ fices at my funeral. — Though I have 


_*& not all the comfort 1 wilh for in 
„ Iſhmael, yet Iſaac will be the ſtaff of 


„ my old age, and a witneſs for God, 


when I am gone to that city which 
9 hath foundations, whoſe builaer and ma- 
| cc boy 
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« ger is the Lord.” — How rational and 
well-founded are theſe reflections! — And 
what could diſturb them, you aſk, after the 
declarations he had received from the lip 
of infinite truth? You ſhall hear.—The 
Lord called, Abraham !—Obedient to the 
heavenly viſion, he immediately replied, 
« Here am I—Think not, ſaid the Lord, 
% that thy trials are ended: One yet 
« remains. Tate now thy ſon, thine only 
« fon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and pet 
% thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer 
& him there for a burnt fore, upon ont 
«* of the mountains which I will fell thes 
4 of.” —— Let us aſk, How would un- 
belief, if predominant in Abraham, have 
realoned concerning this ſtrange com- 
mand? „ Hath the - promiſe failed at 
„e laſt? Are all my dreams of happineſs 
eat an end? Was Iſaac born only to 
“ die? Did the bud ſhoot forth its 
«* bloſſoms, only to be blaſted? Did the 
* flower diſplay its beauty, for no other 
 « purpoſe than that it might. be pluck- 
« ed? —Muſt my /n die — my only ſon 
* who remains with me, and whom alone 

« I can 


8 Heb. xi. 103 


5 
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I can look upon, as my ſucceſſor and 
heir — my ſon whom I love, and who, 
added to the affeftion a parent, has 
ſo many engaging qualities, that render 
him amiable in my eyes? Ah! Why 
was he promiſed at all? Why did he 
not die as ſoon as born, and before J 


knew his value? Why was he ſuf. | 


fered to grow up, and entwine around 


my heart, only that T might feel the 


pain of a ſeparation from him? Would 


it not have been wiſer that J ſhould 
die rather than Iſaac? I am old and 
grey-headed, and wiſh to have done 
with the world, and muſt I ſurvive a 
young * who is ripening for uſe- 
* fulneſs ? 


But he muſt die, and I, 


alſo, muſt be his executioner. If his 


« death alone will ſatisfy the decree of 


Cc 


heaven, could not the Almighty have 
taken him away, without putting me 
to the dreadful taſk, of embruing my 
hands in his blood? Yet the command 


reaches ſtill further — even to kill him 


— mangle his body — and burn him to 
aſhes. 


Can it be? —Could a Being 
of infinite love iſſue ſuch an injunc- 


8 tion ep 
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« tion ? Could he enjoin, that a father 
« ſhould be acceſſary to the death of 
« his fon? Doth it not contradict his 
« own prohibition, of ſhedding wantonly 
« the blood of men? And does it not 
«© contradict alſo, his own xpreſs pro- 
© miſe, that, through Iſaac, I ſhall be & 
father of many nations,” It ſurely can- 
not be the voice of God. Either my 
ſenſes deceive me, or I am impoſed 
on. It muſt be an illuſion of my 
« fancy, or Satan hath, like he did to 
« Eve, transformed himſelf into an angel of 
* light,” to induce me to murder Iſaac, 
* and defeat God's promiſe concerning 
* him,” — Had Abraham argued in this 
ſtrain, his objections would have been 
ſimilar to, and (to ſay the leaſt) as rati- 
onal, as any of the cavils thrown out in 
theſe days, againſt the revealed will of 
God. — ** That Balak king of Moab 
« propoſed, to offer the fruit of his body 
« for the ſin of his ſoul,* is not impro- 
e bable, or ſtrange to perſons converſant. 
« with the hiſtory of the heathen nations. 
8 They formed deities, the creatures of 


| & their 
Gen. xvii. 85. Y 2 Cor. xi. 14+ Mic. vi. 7. 


Diſ. 9. 
< their own imaginations, and endowed 
% them with the ſame cruel tempers, 
<6 themſelves poſſeſſed; But that the true 
„ God, the beneficent Author of nature, 
& ſhould countenance human- ſacrifices, is 
„ ſcarcely reconcileable with the idea we 
© are taught to form of his attributes, 
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* and of a revelation which has proceeded | 
* from him,” — So runs an objection to 


this hiſtory, drawn up by the very men, 


who declaim ſo largely, about the ſuffici- 


ency of natural-rehgion (in modern lan- 
guage of pure deiſm) to lead to duty and 
felicity. And I wiſh the patrons of in- 
fidelity, were excluſively the diſputants, 
who reply againſt God,” —But the voice, 
and manner of addreſs were ſo familiar 
to Abraham, that he did not entertain a 
doubt of the ſpeaker; and he well knew, 
his duty was not to reaſon, but obey,— 
Accounting that God was able to raiſe up 
| Tſaac, even from the dead, and would per- 
form a miracle, rather than falſify his 


own word, in token of the readineſs of 


his obedience, Abraham roſe up early in 
the morning, deliberately cleaved the word 


far 


| Rom. ix. 20. = Heb. xi. 19, 
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for the burnt-offering, ſaddled his aſs, and, 
without acquainting them with his de- 
ſign, took Iſaac his ſon, and two ſer» 
vants, and proceeded towards the ſpot 
deſtined for the ſolemnity, 

It is in the nature of a certain warmth, 
often found aſſuming the garb of religion, 
that though ſuddenly excited, and ex- 
ceeding violent for a ſeaſon, in time it 
dies away, perhaps leaves the poſſeſſor 
more lukewarm, than he was before the 
flame was kindled, If Abraham's zeal 
had been of this ſort, there was ſuffici- 
ent opportunity for his reflections to have 
cooled it. Moriah being forty miles, 
or, ſlowly as they travelled, three day's 
journey from Beerſheba, the place of the 
patriarch's ſtated reſidence, we cannot tell 
what conflicts he had, with his own 
heart and with temptation, in the inter- 
val of this journey, — Were we to de- 
ſcribe him as unaſſaulted by either, we 
ſhould repreſent a ſinleſs Character, not a 
man of like infirmities with the reſt of 
God's people; and his faith, having no- 
thing of an oppoſite principle to combat 
with, would noc operate as an example, 

or 


* 
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or be for the encouragement of an hum. 
ble ſoul, whoſe confeſſion and prayer is, 
Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief. *— 
Is it then unnatural - is it inconſiſtent 
with humanity, to ſuppoſe the ſigh ready 
to heave — the tear ready to ſtart, upon 
the ſight of Iſaac, upon the aſſiduity with 
Which the latter attended his aged father 
at his meals, and provided ſuitable ac. 
commodations, in the cloſe of the day, 
and a recollection of the errand on which 
they were going? But yet. Bath re- 
mained gloriouſſy victorious; it ſup- 
preſſed diſtruſtful, rebellious 8 and 
determined the good man, to fulfil the t 
ſelt.denying duty God had enjoined, — 0 
Beholding the hill where the ſacrifice was 7 


to be offered, he left the ſervants at a 4 
- diſtance ( (probably, leſt they ſhould inter- Fr 
fere, and fruſtrate his intention) he laid 0 
the wood upon Iſaac, and advanced to 1 
the ſcene of action. Here, could any fi 
thing have turned him from his pur- 2 
poſe, the artleis and unſuſpecting addreſs ¶ d 
of Iſaac, at this inſtant, would have ef- f 
feed it. 2. father, permit the en- ſ 
5 08 quiry, K. 


„ Mat. ix. 24. 
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« quiry. Behold the fire and the wood; 
hut where is the lamb for a burnt- 
« offering 2” — This was an unexpected 
ſtroke; a ſhock that would have con- 
founded, and overſet the hardieſt reſolu- 
tion of many a hero, But Abraham's 
faith was ſtill ſuperior, © My fon, ſaid 
« he meckly, ceaſe thy enquiries. God 
ill provide himſelf a lamb, for a burnt- 
« offering.—80 they went both together.” — 
In the concluſion of the ſtory, we are at 
a loſs which to admire moſt, the intre- 
pidity of the father, or the Jamb-like 
ſubmiſſion of the fon. Short of the ac- 
tual ſacrifice of Iſaac, there is but one 
circumſtance, to heighten the picture of 
Abraham's trial. He deliberately built 

an altar—laid the wood—and bound his 
ſon, who, though he might eaſily have 
overcome the efforts of a feeble old man, 
reſigned himſelf without murmuring—re- 
fiſted not, even when ftretched upon the 
altar, and his father's hand graſped the 
deadly weapon, to put. a period to his 
life, And Abraham ſtretched forth his hand, 
faith the ſacred hiſtorian, aud took the 
 klife that was to flay his ſon, — You are 
„ waiting 


8 f Abraham offermg up Tjaac, : Dif. 9, 


waiting to bear, that the fatal thruſt was 
given, as hitherto there occurs nothing 
to prevent it.— But Abraham's fidelity 
was now put to the ſevereſt proof... 
The Angel of the Lord hovered watch- 
fully over him, during the whole tran. 
action.— And, in the moment of greateſt 


extremity, interrupted him haſtily, by the 


well-known ſalutation, Abraham ! Abra- 
© ham!” Twice is the name repeated, 
to engage his immediate notice, to draw 
off his mind from proceeding, . to denote 
the ſeeming anxiety of the Angel, leſt the 
arm of Abraham ſhould add a ſingle 
exertion, more than was neceſſary, And 
he ſaid, in our text, Lay not thine hand 
upon the lad, for now thou haſt clearly 
manifeſted, and 1 know that thou feareſt 

God, ſeeing thou haſt not with-held thy ſon, 

thine only ſon from me.—Thus was Iſaac 
ſpared, — That the preparations for the 
ſacrifice, however, might not be in vain, 
a ram, providentially directed thither, was 
offered up by Abraham inſtead of his ſon, 
And him whom a little before we thought, 
devoted by the Lord, and reſigned by his 
own father, to an untimely end, we be- 
hbhuold 
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hold reſtored as alive from the dead, with 
additional promiſes of bleſſing, of being 
the parent of a race, numerous as the 
ſtars of heaven, or the ſands upon the 
ſea-ſhore, and who ſhould poſſeſs the gate 
of their enemies, in token of their victory 
over all oppoſition, — So ſignal and mar- 
vellous was this interpoſition of providence, 
and ſo full of meaning he now ſaw the 
whole tranſaction to be, that, from the 
piety and thankfulneſs of his heart, Abra- 
ham called the name of the place, Jehovah 
Jireh (literally, the Lord ſhall be ſeen) and 
he leads us to enquire, What may be 
collected from the literal ſtory, for our 
inſtruction and improvement? Do we 
not learn, that from the incomprehenſi- | 
ble Jehovah, thoſe incomprehenſible pro- 
ceedings may be expected, which our nar- 
row conceptions are not able to recon- 
cile wholly to our own feelings and no- 
tions of things? No command, appa- 
rently, more flatly contradicted the fun- 
damental principles of morality, than that 
given to Abraham. — Clouds and darkneſs 
do, frequently, ſo ſurround God's throne, 
that impenetrable are his dealings in this 

1 2 world, 
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world, with the righteous and the wicked, 
— Is it ſtrange, then, that the word he 
has ſpoke contains truths inſcrutable by 
us; or that the light of the glory of God, 
in the face of Feſus Chriſt,” fo. dazzles 
our preſent weak perceptions, as to ren- 
der us incapable of examining it diſ. 
tinctly, tracing it to its origin, and dif. 
cerning all its beauty? — But what does 
duty teach in this caſe? Seeſt thou how 


Abraham's faith wrought with his works, 
and by his works was faith © made perfect, 


that is, rendered completely conqueror, 
Let his example prevail on us, in our 
_ difficulties of every kind, to be dumb 


and not open our mouth, againſt what God 


ſpeaks, or does. If Abraham implicitly 


obeyed, without enquiring the motive of 
the divine command, nearly as he was 


intereſted in it, and if he obtained from 
above, ſo ample an atteſtation to that 
fear of God, which influenced his obe- 
dience, we are taught hence the impro- 
priety, of mixing our own imperfect rea- 


ſonings with the doctrines of God's word, 


and mobi ourlelves with fruitleſs 
 Inveſti- 
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inveſtigations, into his myſterious nature 

and ſecret counſels.—I do not aſk, What 
is this or that good man's creed? What 

are the diſtinguiſhing tenets, of this or 

that party or denomination ?——But, are 
| ſuch particular truths revealed in the 
Bible ? — That is the province of reaſon 
to explore.—But reſt there. Reaſon is a 
rebel againſt heaven, if ſhe proceeds fur- 
ther, — Say not © How can theſe things 
« be?—Say not, I am unable to recon- 
« cile them, to my ideas of God?” 
Suppoſe you are.—What then? It will 
not prove, that they are inconſiſtent with 
his perfections, unleſs your ideas can 
comprehend the whole of his plan, and 
fathom his immenſity, We are obliged in 
natural, and why may we not in ſpi- 
ritual intricacies, ſafely take many things 
for granted; and, as the children of faith- 1 
ful Abraham, act obediently upon the 5 1 
belief, that what we know not now, we I 
ſhall know hereafter ? Does not religion 
—does not modeſty — does not our own 
ſatisfa&tion ſuggeſt it? Shall the thing 
n ſay to him that formed it, "7 haſt. 

3 . thou 
© John xiii. 7. 
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thou made me thus ? What effect has 


this over-1nquiſitive temper ever had, but 
to puzzle and miſlead the mind, to en— 
tangle it in the wiles of ſcepticiſm, and 


leave it there; at the ſame time that 


the ſceptic is ſtill obliged, to receive a 
thouſand principles upon truſt, to ſupport 
him from ſinking into atheiſm — 


the moſt wretched of all human beings. 
- Will the aforegoing reaſoning point 
out the duty of God's people, in a ſea - 


ſon of affliction? It will. — Providence 
threatens, poſſibly, a removal of your 
comforts, or God has actually laid his 
hand upon you — laid it, to your ſenſa- 
tions, heavily. Yet be ſtill, and know that 
ze is God.® He cannot act amiſs, incon- 
ſiſtent with his wiſdom, his faithfulneſs, 


or his love. Reſign yourſelf to him; and, 


while you attend to what is immediately 


and obviouſly enjoined, let the Lord lead, 


and you cannot eventually be wrong, 


From Abraham's caſe, we learn, that God 
may permit his children, to be in the 
| very 


f Rom. ix, 40 8 Plalm xlvi. 10. 


from 
ſinking into a ſtate of univerſal doubt, 
painful ſuſpence, and anxiety intolerable, 
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very depth of trial, to manifeſt his ſtrength 


in their weakneſs, the ſuitableneſs of his 
deliverance, by the bulk of their extre- 


mity. Who can ſay, but when diſtreſs 


approaches, with hand uplifted, ready to 
pierce your ſoul with many ſorrows, the 
voice of God may that inſtant counter- 
mand it, and fend ſalvation? As you 
have ſcriptural ground for this hope, ſo 


to caſt your burthen upon the Lord, is 


the way to have your comforts reſtored 
with a bleſſing (as Iſaac was reſtored to 
Abraham, with a repetition of the pro- 
miſes made concerning him) or if taken 


away, their deficiency Tupplied by greater 
merciesz or that inward peace and con- 


ſolation, which will more than out-ba- 


lance their removal. Wait on the Lord, 
then; be of good courage, and he ſhall 


| Lene thine heart, wait 1 ſay on the 
Lers. But : 


II. There are ſeveral circumſtances in 
the ſtory, which intimate, that it has allo 
a figurative or ſpiritual meaning, — The 
Apoltle Paul extolling the faith of Abra- 


. * ham, 
b Pſalm vii. 14. 
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ham, as here referred to, tells us, that 
Iſaac being thus in intention offered up 
to death, was received from thence in a 
fgure, which it would be putting a 
comparatively empty and low interpreta- 


tion upon, to confine it to Iſaac, and 


aſſert that it had no further ſignification, 
than the repreſentation of à burial and 
reſurrection. A type or figure points to 
ſome object more ſubſtantial, of which it 
s the ſnadow or reſemblance, Is it, 


then, unnatural, to conſider the offering 
up of Iſaac, as prefigurative of the more 


glorious offering of the Son of God ? 
Our Lord declared to the Jews, Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to ſee my day— 
believing the promiſes of the. Meſſiah, 
his heart exulted, and leaped forward 
with deſire, to anticipate the grand event; 
to receive not ſome diſtant and broken 
hints, but a particular token, whereby 
he might diſtinguiſh its manner ; and he 
ſaw it and was glad.* When did he ſee 
it? What circumſtance of his life, could 
ſo amply unfold it to him, as the com- 
mand to facrifice his ſon Iſaac ? — [aac 

Was 

i Heb. xi. 19. * John viii. 56. 


E 
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was, in a ſenſe, Abraham's only ſon, and 
Chriſt, in a higher ſenſe, he only begot- 
ten ſon of God. Iſaac was Abraham's 
ſon, whom he loved, and Jeſus God's Be- 
loved ſon, in whom: he is well-pleaſed."——— 
Abraham, notwithſtanding his affection 
for Haac, readily yielded him up to the 
divine requilition, and God ſpared not his 
gn ſon, but delivered him up for us all.“ 
May. not the three days journey to. 
Moriah, alſo, dire& to the three years. of 
Chriſt's miniſtry, previous to his laſt ſut- 
ferings ? — And is it not worthy of no- 
tice, that as Iſaac carried the wood, in- 
tended to ſacrifice him, ſo Chriſt carried the 
groſs on which he was crucified ? —Iſaac, 
though young and able to refit, yet re- 
ſigned himſelf to his father's will; ſo 
Chriſt had power to lay down his 475 and 
power to take it up again ;,* he was not 
forced into the conteſt. wich. death and 
hell, but entered into it willingly. It 
there is this difference between the two 
caſes, that Iſaac was ſaved from actual 
death, by the preventing voice of God, 
1. 5 and 
1 John i. 14. m Mat. xvil. 5. 
RO. vil, 3. John x. 18. 
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and a ram ſubſtituted in his place, Jeſus, 


alſo, was raiſed from the dead, having 
burſt the bands of the grave, becauſe it 


was not poſſible he could be holden of it, 


and thereby proclaimed himſelf the Son 


of God with power. And as the reſig- 


nation of Iſaac was the ground of a 
promiſe, of a numerous and proſperous 
ſeed, to ſpring from him, ſo as the fruit 


of the death of Jeſus, it is a promiſe 


now fulfilling in the world, that he /hall 
fee his ſeed, -ſee ſinners born again, con- 


verted from fin to God, by the power 
of his croſs, and grace of his ſpirit, and 


brought to heaven through all oppoſition; 


je ſhall prolong his days, and the pleaſure 
of the Lord fhall proſper in his hands. 


To ſtrengthen all which, may be added 
a remark on the place appointed for the 


offering of Iſaac. Abraham was not left, 
arbitrarily, to chuſe the ſpot, but directed 


to the land of Moriah, and there to a 
particular hill, afterwards to be made 


known. Some ages after this event, the 


city of Zion encloſed, and the temple of 


Solomon was built upon one of the hills 


2 
e Acts ii. 24. « Ila. lili. 10. 
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of Moriah, But it is obſervable, that 
of the mountains in this divifion of Ca- 
naan, there was another higher than that, 
whereon the temple was erected, and 
which, as being the loftieſt, and neareſt 
to Abraham in this journey, it is rea- 
ſonable to believe ſtruck his eye firſt, 
and he is related to have lhifted up his 
ches, and ſeen afar off, as the hill deſtin- 
ed for the offering of Iſaac. When Zion 
was built this hill was ſituated without 
the gates, and was the place where 
criminals were uſually executed, from 
whence, or from the likeneſs of its ſnape 
to a man's head, it obtained the name 
of Golgotha, or Calvary, the place of a 
full, and was the identical hill on which 
our bleſſed Lord ſuffered. — Compare the 
whole and ſay, if the offering of Iſaac 
was not a deſigned repreſentation, of the 
more excellent ſacrifice of the Son of 
God, It 1s not without probability, - 
therefore, ingenious writers have conjec- 
tured, that in the name Jehovah Jireh, 
Abraham with joy profeſſed his firm be- 
lief, that e Lord would, in like manner, 
e - be 


„ Mat, xxvii. 33. 
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be ſeen on that very mount. With 
what ſatisfaction, and ſweet compoſure of 

mind, did the venerable Patriarch return 
to his ſervants and his dwelling, poſſeſ. 
ſed of ſo ample a teſtimony, to the rea- 
lity of his faith, and having had before 
his eyes, fo apt and affecting a picture 
of the proceſs of the chriſtian redemption! _ 
— What think ye then of Chriſt? - Does 
not the joy of Abraham, on this occa- 
ſion, remind you, chriſtians, of the refined 
pleaſure you have experienced, in ſome 
happy ſeaſons, when relieved from doubts 
and tears, or particularly favoured with 
divine communications, either in prayer, 
or hearing God's word, or at the table 
of the Lord, you had, as it were, Chriſt 
f evidently crucified before your eyes," and io 
precious did he appear, that you rejoiced 
in him, with jay unſpeakable and full of 
glory? — Does not the joy of Abraham 
in this, after all, imperfect view of Chriſt, 
reproach the indifference of multitudes, 

| who behold the chriſtian redemption ac- 

55 en and yet make + mor of it? 
Wal 

| Divine Legation of M 6, Vol 4. Gal iii. 1. 

1 Pet. i. 8. 
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Will not his earneſtneſs to underſtand 
its ſpiritual meaning, riſe up in the judg- 
ment to condemn thoſe, who reſt in the 
empty notion, or are contented with the 
bare profeſſion of this truth ?=O that the 
ſpirit of God may reſt upon us, that we 
may be able to comprehend 1n the meaſure 
the ſaints do, what is the breadth gud 
length, and depth and height of the 1 
of Chriſt;“ that belonging to him, we 
may be Abraham's ſpiritual feed, heirs 
according to the promiſe, and, in time 
and N may be N with . 
Abraham.* Amen! 


v Eph. iii. 18. 12 on. ui, 9 29. 


r M N. ; 
BRA' M, the faint, rejoic'd of old, 
When viſions of the Lord he ſaw, 
| Moſes, the man of God, foretold _ 
This great fulfiller of his law, | 
Predlictions in abundance meet, 

Jo join their bleſſings on his head, 
Jeſus, we worſhip at thy feet, 
And nations own the promis'd feed. 
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Jacob's haſty concluſion. 


GENESIS xlii. 36. 


Al theſe things are againſt me. 


DkRusiN the hiſtories of eminent 


T faints in the ſacred writings, we are 


ſtruck with the magnitude of their at- 
tainments, and luſtre of their conduct; 
which, whilſt a wiſh is excited in us, 


that we could better imitate examples 
ſo noble, raiſes allo a ſigh in many an 


humble heart, from a compariſon of the 


ſtrength of grace in the former, with its 
apparent feebleneſs in themſelves, — When 
we read of the faith, the 'obedience, and 

reſignation of Abraham—the piety and 
tranſlation of Enoch and Elijah the pa- 
ticnce of Job—the meekneſs of Moſes, his 
contempt of the world's grandeur, and 
5 intimate 
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intimate acquaintance with God the re- 
ſolution of Paul, and the revelations 
made to him of the third heaven, we 
are ready to think them creatures of 
another make; at leaſt, that their graces 
were ſo ſuperior, that what we poſſeſs 
ſinks into a mere ſhadow. But when 
we review the whole of their characters, 
and perceive, that they had their doubts 
and fears, their corruptions and infirmi- 
ties, their unbelieving moments and un- 
guarded expreſſions —— when we recollect 
that, in particular inſtances, Abraham's 
courage failed him, that Job curſed his 
day, that Elijah fretfully wiſhed to die, 
that the fin of Moſes prevented his en- 
trance on the earthly Canaan, that Paul, 
leſt he ſhould be exalted above meaſure, 
had a thern in his fleſh, given unto him,” 
and experienced many a painful conflict 
with the body of fin,* we are induced to 
think, they were men of fimilar tempers, 
and debtors to the ſame grace, that we 


are, — God who carried them, will alſo 
ſuſtain us through our variety of trials 
— and 


* 2 Cor. xii. 7» 7 Rom. Vil. 
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—and though we believe but weakly, yet 

he is faithful, he cannot deny himfelf.* 

I The like encouragement the, mind draws, 
from our text, which was ſpoken: by the 

patriarch Jacob, upon an occaſion, that 
touched the feelings of his heart very. 
| keenly, All theſe things are againſt me, 
he ſays. The ſequel of his hiſtory, how- 


ever, will convince us his apprehenſions 


were groundleſs, and lead to this gene- 
ral inſtruction: * That particular parts 


«of the divine diſpenſations have fſeem- 


ed to be againſt God's people, when 
e they have actually been making for 
their benefit.” In enlarging on which 
1 ſhall attemꝑt, 


1. To prove the point. 


II. Shew whence good people, in afflic- 


tion, deduce this unfavourable conclu- 


ſion, And 


Ul. Propoſe : to - conſideration, the {crip- 


tural detence againſt 1t, —1 am 


I. Fo prove, that many, things oe 
ben apparently againſt God's peopie, 
when they have actually been making 

LI for 


% in. n. 13. 
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for their benefit, —— That all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
ſo evidencing that they are the called ac- 
cording to his purpoſe,” the Bible uniformly 
teſtifies; nor 1s there the ſmalleſt ex- 
ception to the remark ; but as aſſertions, 
unſupported by experimental proof, fall. 
ſhort of affording relief, in the tedious 
hours of diſtreſs, Jet us enquire, whether 
facts, alſo, preach the ſame doctrine ? 
MLM GG a RE 4 

1. If we conſult the ſacred hiſtory, we 
ſhall find this fact beautifully illuſtrated, 
| — There are two anecdotes, in the life of 
the patriarch Jacob, directly to the pur- 
poſe. Driven from his father's houſe, by 
the malice of his brother Eſau, he ſeem- 
ed an helpleſs outcaſt, without any pro- 
bability of being the man of opulence, 
we afterwards behold him; yet this very 
circumſtance, was the means appointed 
by providence, of raiſing him to that 
degree of affluence, Even the attempts 
of Laban, firſt to impoſe upon and then 
to injure him, had through the divine 
influence the contrary effect, to enrich 

1 and 
» Rom. viii. 28. 
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and make him proſperous; ſo that tho 
with his ſtaſf alone he paſſed Jordan, in 
his departure from his father's dwelling, 
in his return, ke was become the head of 
a numerous. company, conſiſting of two 
 bands.*——— Behold him, alſo, in the deep 
and piercing affliction, to which our text 


refers. He had loſt his beſt-beloved ſon 


Joſeph=the ſon of Rachel, whom he had 
ſo paſſionately regarded, and for whoſe 
death he was at this time a mourner, 
The youth bore, poſſibly, the image of 


his mother. More than that, he was 


good as well as beautiful. The father 
had been often grieved, with the violence 


and obſtinacy of his other ſons; but 


fondly expected Joſeph to be the prop 
of his age — But Joſeph was taken away, 
— His father ſent him out, one day, to 
enquire. after the welfare of his brethren 


—and he ſaw him no more. The young 


man's coat only was found, rent and 
ſtained with blood, © An evil beaſt 
„ hath devoured him, ſaid Jacob; I will 


* go down mourning to my grave. 
But, as if this ſtroke was not enough, 
the | 
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the ſtory relates an additional affliction 
which befel him. A grievous famine 
raged throughout the land wherein he 
dwelt. Egypt was the only place, whence 
corn could be procured. Ten of his ſons 
went down, to buy food, leaving their 
youngeſt brother at home, with his fa- 
ther. But the governor of Egypt (hoſ- 
pitable in his nature — compaſſionate and 
generous eſpecially to ſtrangers) behaved 
towards them, with a reſerve unuſual to 
him. He even ſuſpected and confined 
them as ſpies, And though prevailed | 
upon at length, with great ſubmiſſion and 
many entreaties, to let nine depart home, 
he bound Simeon before their faces, and 
threatened them with a denial of provi- 
ſion, and the loſs of their brother, if 
they did not produce to him their youngeſt 
brother, the youngeſt ſon of Rachel, whom 
they had in their confuſion ſpoken of, and 
ſo tear from their father, the remaining 
darling of his heart, — It was upon this 
occaſion, the good man exclaimed, Me 
have ye bereaved of my children: Joſeph 
is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will 
take Benjamin away; all theſe things are 
| again 
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againſt me, Nevertheleſs we ſee, in the 


event, that all things were, that inſtant, 


working for Jacob's comfort. The go- 
vernor of Egypt was his beloved fon 
| Joſeph. The confinement of Simeon was 
to lead him to a reflection, on his for- 
mer cruelty. The demand of Benjamin 
proceeded from Joſeph's anxiety, to be- 
hold one he loved ſo much, and a deſire 
of putting to proof, whether his other 


brethren loved or hated him. Being thus 


far ſatisfied, by ſeveral trials of his bre- 


thren's affection in their manner ſevere, 


Joſeph diſcovered himſelf — Simeon was 
relealed—loaded with preſents, the eleven 
returned to Canaan—Jacob ſaw again the 


face of his amiable ſon, whoſe ſuppoſed 
death he had ſo long lamented—and Jo- 


ſeph cloſed the dying eyes, of his aged 
and reverend parent. 


The hiſtory of Joſeph's diftreſſes, and 


advancement to the dignity of Viceroy of 


Egypt, ſpeaks to the ſame_purpoſe. He 
had dreamed twice to this effect, that his 


father and brethren ſhould bow down to 


him; and mere dreams they ſeemed to 
he, when, the envy of his brethren ſtirred 
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up thereby, they were hardly with-held 
from ſlaying him. What little probabi- 
lity was there, of his ever receiving ho- 
mage from his brethren, when he was 
ſtripped by them of his raiment, and 

caſt into a deep pit! Nor was there 

much greater, when they fold him as a 
ſlave to certain Midianites, who, merce- 
nary by their profeſſion, would not ſeek 
the tendereſt maſter ; but how they might 
diſpoſe of him, the moſt to their own. 
emolument. — Indeed, when the Midia- 
nites ſold him into Egypt, and Potiphar 
his maſter treated him ſo kindly, and 

put ſuch deſerved confidence in him, a 
conſiderate ſpectator would have thought, 
* So faithful a ſervant, with the counte- 
« nance of ſo rich and generous a maſter, 
cannot fail of preferment,* But how 
ſuddenly were his affairs beclouded, when, 
firſt of all, he was beloved by his miſ— 
treſs, and, then, becauſe his duty to God, 
and fidelity to his lord reſtrained him 
from this unlawful amour, he was ac- 
cuſed by this wicked woman, -of attempt- 
ing the crime he refuſed, and, as a cri- 
minal, caſt into o priſon ! The eye of juſ- 
tice, 
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tice, with indignation, reads the tale, — 
The tear of ſympathy drops at the re. 
bearſal — And the heart of unbelief is, 
from its own dimneſs, ready to aſk, *« ]; 
& there a God that judgeth in the earth?“ 
L Yes, there is. The ſufferings of 
Joſeph, to be ſure, were great. Several 
years he lay in this confinement, as if 
forgotten. His feet were hurt with fet— 
ters, and the iron entered into his ſoul. 
But when the word of the Lord came 
to releaſe him, his ſufferings were dif- 
covered. to be the direct road to his ad. 
vancement. Pharaoh's butler and baker 


being caſt into priſon, Joſeph waited on 


them, Each had a dream, which Joſeph 
interpreted exactly, to the enlargement of 
the one, and ruin of the other. King 
Pharaoh alſo dreamed, and the interpre- 
ter among a thouſand not to be found, 
the butler recollected the gift Joſeph was 
endowed with. The king's dreams ex- 
' plained, and the grievous famine pre- 
_ dicted, immediately it occurred, that there 
was none ſo likely, to prevent the fatal 
effects of the impending ſcarcity, as he 
who had with ſo much wiſdom foretold 
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it. Joſeph, therefore, was pitched upon, 
as the governor of the land; Pharaoh 
made him lord of his houſe, and ruler of all 
his ſubſtance ; to bind his princes, at his 

pleaſure, and teach his ſenators wiſdom, ® 
How deep, how hard to be traced, are 
the footſteps of Providence ! — The far- 
ther we read, the ſtronger will be the 
confirmation of this ſentiment, Iſrael was 
brought into Egypt, to- be nouriſhed and 
ſupported. But the proſperity of this 
world hath its ebbings, proportionably 
to its flowings. In a courſe of years, 
the people whom Egypt regarded with 
reſpect and gratitude, as the kinſmen of 
Joſeph their deliverer, were looked upon 
with the eye of envy, and treated - as 
enemies. Joſeph was dead ; and another 
Pharaoh had, alſo, arifen, who did not 
recollect, or who undervalued his ſervices. 
As Iſrael encreaſed, Egypt grew jealous, 
Unfavourable ſuſpicions introduced ſervi- 
tude; and turned the land of Goſhen 
into an houſe of bondage. Which ſcheme 
not ſucceeding to depreſs Iſrael, another, 
yet more diabolical, was contrived, even 
TE: : 8 0 

4 Pſalm cv. 21, 22. 
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to deſtroy all their male children, that, 
in time, the race of Abraham might be 
extinct, The project was of ſo infernal 
a nature, that Pharaoh himſelf bluſhed, 
at firſt, to make it public. But when 
the Hebrew midwives would not be tam. 
-pered with, or conſent to his inhuman 
meaſures, Pharaoh charged all his people, 
ſaying, © The king doth ſtrictly command, 
that Every fon, born of the Hebrews, 
ce ye ſhall caſt into the river.“ —— Set be. 
fore your eyes, then, the ſly informer, 
| lurking near the habitation of the oppreſ- 
ſed, to watch the hour of travail, and 
give notice of the birth of a child, 
Think of the anguiſh, which wrings the 
parents hearts, when they perceive that a 
man- child is born into the world. Figure 
to yourſelves, the ruffian of an executioner, 
or barbarous ſoldier, furiouſly demanding 
entrance, and mercileſsly ſnatching away 
the helpleſs, ſmiling-infant, to caſt it into 
the Nile. Mark the father, outrageouſly 
ruſhing forward, to reſcue his ſon ; but 
he is with-held by force, or periſhes under 
the hands, of the authorized murderer of 

| his 


e Exodus . 22. 


[| 


® 


Dif. 10. Jacob's haſty concluſion, 241 


his offspring. Hear the lamentations of 
the mother ; Rachel weepeth for her child, 
and refuſeth to be comforted, becauſe he 
is not. — God only knows, how many 
thouſands thus left the ſtage of life, as 
ſoon as they entered upon it. But they 
found that mercy in heaven, which in 
Egypt they were denied. —— After fo 
bloody a decree, ſo remorſeleſsly executed, 
what hope can we entertain of the free- 
dom of Iſrael; or from what quarter ex- 
pect their deliverance to ariſe ? —— From 
the decree itſelf, came the ſaviour to the 
houſe of Jacob, — Moſes was born, and 
his parents, through faith, hid him three 
months, though at the ſame time, they 
diſobeyed the command of the king, and, 
perhaps, endangered their own lives, if 
the fact were known. When they could 
conceal him no longer, his mother en- 
_ cloſed him in a baſket made of bul- 
ruſhes; {or papyrus, a kind of ſmooth 
flag, very proper for this purpoſe) and, 
committing him to providence, plated 
him by the river's ſide. At that inſtant 
came the daughter of Pharaoh, with her 
maids, to bathe, Pleaſed with the beauty 
„„ of 
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of the babe, and moved by the elo. 
quence of his infant moans, ſhe reſolved 


to nurſe him as her own. Moſes, ac. 
cordingly, was educated in all the wif. 


dom of Egypt, and renowned as the 
ſon of Pharaoh's daughter, poſſibly, the 
preſumed heir of the throne — more than 
which, Moſes is celebrated in the ſacred 
pages, as the friend of God, the redeemer 
and leader of his people out of the land 
of Egypt, and the honoured inftrument, 
of communicating his will to Iſrael, 

When, farther, Iſrael was led out of 


Egypt, to the borders of the Red-ſea, 


their proſpect was as gloomy as can be 
well imagined. After many judgments 
inflicted upon Pharaoh and his ſubjects, 
in a panic, occaſioned by the death of 
the firſt-born in every family, they drove 
Iſrael out; but the welcome mandate was 


hardly iſſued, before the king's hardneſs 


of heart returned, and unwilling to loſe 
ſo many flaves, he determined to force 
them back. Hemmed in by Pharaoh's 
army, on the one hand, and the Red-ſea, 
on the other, the people tauntingly mur- 
mured againſt Moſes, * All thele things 
DOE „are 
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« are againſt us. Becauſe there were no 
« graves in Egypt, haſt thou taken us 
« away to die in the wilderneſs ?*— Moſes 


was perſuaded God would appear, but 


he could not diſcern, from what quarter 
the ſalvation was to ariſe, © Stand ſtill, 
% ſays he, and ſee the falvation of God,” 
— advice evidently meant to gain time, 
for, prayer. But IWherefore crieſt thou 
* unto me? returned the Lord; ſpeak 


unto the children of Iſrael, that they go 


% forward.” * They did ſo; and that 


| obſtacle to their progreſs, which, the mo- 
ment before, was impaſſable, God made 


the means of ſeparating them from Egypt, 


and of deſtroying their enemies. Hiih 
the blaſts of his noſtrils the waters were 


gathered together ; the floods flood upright 
as an heap, and the depths were congealed 
in the heart of the ſea, ſo that the children 
of Iſrael walked upon dry land in the midſt 


of the ſea, and the waters were a wall 


unto them on their right hand, and on their 
left, through which cavity, Pharaoh and 
his hoſt purſuing, the flood returned upon 
them, they ſank as lead in the great 

M 2 Et. 
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deep, and Iſrael looked next morning, 
and ſaw the Egyptians dead, _ the ſea- 
fore. 
The hiſtory of David will furniſh us 
with a like example. Born and educated 
in private life, and the youngeſt of his 
father's ſons, the Lord commiſſioned Sa- 
muel to anoint him king, in preference 
to his elder brethren, and to Saul the 
reigning prince, who had forſaken God, 
and was forſaken by him. The firſt ap- 
pearance of David at court, and eſpe- 
clally his victory over Goliah the gi- 
gantic Philiſtine, and his marriage to Saul's 
davghter, gave room for expectation, that 
he would be a man of great power and 
reputation in the land; but ſtill the ſons 
and grandſons of Saul were obſtacles, 
humanly ſpeaking, unſurmountable in his 
way to the throne. And his caſe ſeemed 
little leſs than deſperate, when, through 
the ill-founded jealouſy of Saul, he was 
declared an out-law, and a price ſet upon 
his head, when he was hunted from 
mountain to mountain, and even driven 
for refuge, to the enemies of his God 
and country. J ſhall | How "ob one day, 
--. Jmd 
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ſaid. he, by the hand of Saul.” Yet the 
very hardſhips of David were over-ruled 
by providence, to be the means of fixing 


him upon the throne. For by his good 
behaviour and uſefulneſs, in different parts 


of the nation, his forbearance to revenge 
himſelf upon Saul, when in his power 
— his defence of the property of indi- 
viduals, while encamped near them — and 


the vengeance he returned upon the Phi- 


liſtines and Amalekites, who had laid waſte 
a part of Iſrael — by theſe and other ac- 
tions, he ſo ingratiated himſelf with the 
people, that upon the death of Saul, and 


a failure of iſſue in that line, he was 
unanimouſly choſen their ſovereign, and 
reigned with bright, though not unſul- 
lied glory. 

Io pals over much of the Jewiſh hiſ- 
tory, let us recite two or three facts, 

near its concluſion, In what way, were 


Shadrach, Meſhech and Abednego con- 


firmed in the appointments made them, 
and their religion honoured in the pre- 
ſence of king Nebuchadnezzar ? In that 
way which, at firſt bght, tended moſt 


© to 


b 1 Samuel xxvii. 1. 
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to the diſhonour and deſtruction of both. 
Nebuchadnezzar ſet up a golden image, 
and commanded all his vaſſals to wor- 
ſhip it. Theſe holy men dared to dif- 
obey. They choſe, rather, to riſque their 
lives, or embrace certain death, than re- 
nounce the acknowledgment, of the alone 
true God. They were, therefore, caſt, 
without Pity, into a furnace, burning for. 
their reception with a fteven- fold vehe- 
mence, Yet the Lord miraculouſly” pre- 
ſerved them in the fire; and thereby 
convinced the king, that there is no other 
God, that can deliver after this ſort. 
In what way was Daniel, already dear 
to Darius the Mede, preferred to the ſtill 
greater reſpect and countenance of that 
monarch ? By the crafty counſel of his 
enemies, who cauſed him to be caſt into 
the lions? den, for paying his daily ado- 
_ rations to the Moſt High. God was with 
him there — the mouths of the lions were 
| ſhut — and Daniel raiſed up, from his 
confinement, unhurt. * — Once more : In 
what way was the kingdom of Jeſus 
promoted; and the grand intention of his 
miſſion 


Daniel iii. 29. *k Daniel vi. 22. 
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miſſion into the world ſucceeded ? By the 
contrivances to aboliſh it — by the death 
of the Son of God. —With wicked hands, 

he was crucified and flain, His bitter 
perſecutors exulted in his fall, and his 
followers almoſt gave up the hope, that 
he would redeem Ifracl, But #hrough 
death he deſtroyed death, and him that had 

| the power of death, that is, the devil. — 
Through death he opened a way, for the 
reſtoration of ſinners —by his reſurrection 


he confirmed, both the truth of his mif- Wi 
fion, and the all-ſufficiency of his ſacri— | | 
fice—and by his goſpel and Spirit, he a | 
has deftroyed the works of Satan,” extended I's 
his own dominion over the world, and re- 14 
duced his adverſaries to the obedience of his [| 
croſs. — So does the ſacred hiſtory con- | 
firm the doctrine, that thoſe diſpenſa- 3 | 
tions, which carry the moſt adverſe coun FM] 
tenance, may be working for the advan- [| 
tage of thoſe, who are exerciſed thereby, 1 
And, 1 
0 2. Has not our own experience of the Lf 
ways of God had the ſame voice ? 4 
When, for inflance, chriſtians, God con- I 
3 8 — & vinced .. | | 


| Heb. ii. 14. m 1 John iii. 8, 
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vinced you, of the evil of your former 
ways, and from a ſtate of ſinful ſecurity, 
awakened you to diſcern his anger, your 
own injquities, and, of courſe, the danger 
you were in, Your hearts felt the terrors 
of the Lord. You were overwhelmed in 
ſorrow. You trembled, as upon the brink 
of deſtruction, and went mourning all the 
day long. You thought God's hand was 


againſt you; and viewed yourſelf as the 


mark, for his juitice to aim at. But 


how differently did you judge of the di- 


vine procedure, when your forrow was 
turned into joy — when you were led to 
Chriſt for comtort and ſalvation — when 
you viewed the ſtandard of the goſpel 
lifted up, as a refuge for loſt ſinners, 


and Jeſus as able to ſave to the uttermoſt, 


them that come unto God by him"— when, 
inſtead of being condemned, you paſſed 
from death unto life“ — and, in place of 
walking in the road of ſin, you became 


a converted perſon, had your fruit unto 


holineſs, and ran in the way everlaſting !_ 
You confeſs now, that in mercy God met 
with you, and from love awakened you, 

that 
n Heb. vii. 25. John v. 24. 
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that you might be numbered amongſt his 


ſaints, and inherit the portion of his 
children. 

Again: You have been haraſſed alſo 
by your inward foes — have known every 
one the plague of his own heart,” and groaned 
under the budy of death. 
been permitted to tempt you, as he did 
your Lord. Your ſpirits have been de— 
preſſed with grief, and ready to bode, 
that you ſhould never be victorious over 
enemies ſo formidable, ſo numereus. Ot- 


ten have you expreſſed your apprehen- 
| ſions, © I ſhall, in ſome unhappy mo- 
ment, fall away, diſhonour God, and 
„ periſh.” But God's mercy held you 


up, and made your ſtruggles with temp- 


tation, the means of your ſpiritual be- 


nefit, They taught you to be watchful, 


and keep your heart With all diligence, ? 
: They taught you to be humble, and ear- 


neſt in prayer. They diſcovered to you 
your innate feebleneſs, and cauſed you to 
adhere more cloſely to the grace that is 


in Chriſt Jeſus. They eſtabliſhed you 


more in the experience of God's good- 
a M 5 e meld, 


1 Kings yui, 38. 4 Prov: iv, 23. 
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vinced you, of the evil of your former 
ways, and from a ſtate of ſinful ſecurity, 
awakened you to diſcern his anger, your 
own iniquities, and, of courſe, the danger 
you were in. Your hearts felt the terrors 
of the Lord. You were overwhelmed in 
ſorrow. You trembled, as upon the brink 
of deſtruction, and went mourning all the 
day long, You thought God's hand was 
againſt you; and viewed yourſelf as the 
mark, for his juſtice to aim at. But 
how differently did you judge of the di- 
vine procedure, when your ſorrow was 
turned into joy — when you were led to 
Chriſt for comfort and ſalvation — when 
you viewed the ſtandard of the goſpel 
lifted up, as a refuge for loſt ſinners, 
and Jeſus as able to ſave to the uttermoſ, 
them that come unto God by him"— when, 
inftead of being condemned, you paſſed 
From death unto life? — and, in place of 
walking in the road of ſin, you became 
a converted perſon, had your fruit unto 
holineſs, and ran in the way everlaſting ! 
You confeſs now, that in mercy God met 
with you, and from love awakened you, 
| that 
Hebe VB 25-- * John v. 24. 
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that you might be numbered amongſt his 


ſaints, and inherit the portion of his 
children. | | 


Again: You have been haraſſed allo 
by your inward foes — have known every 


one the plague of his own heart,” and groaned 


under the body of death. — Satan hath 


been permitted to tempt you, as he did 


your Lord. Your ſpirits have been de— 
preſſed with grief, and ready to bode, 
that you ſhould never be victorious over 


enemies ſo formidable, ſo numereus. Ot- 
ten have you expreſſed your apprehen- 


ſions, „ ſhall, in ſome unhappy mo- 


„ ment, fall away, diſhonour God, and 


« periſh.” But God's mercy held you 


up, and made your ſtruggles with temp- 
tation, the means of your ſpiritual be- 


nefit, They taught you to be watchtul, 
and keep your heart with all diligence. 
They taught you to be humble, and ear- 
neſt in prayer. They diſcovered to you 
your innate feebleneſs, and cauſed you to 
adhere more cloſely to the grace that is 


in Chriſt Jeſus. They eſtabliſhed you 


more in the expericace of God's good- 


M 5 neſs, 


P 1 Kings viii. 38. 4 Prov. iv. 23. 


— 
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neſs, and the belief of his faithfulneſs 
to his covenant and promiſes. They ex- 
cited your gratitude to him for paſt, and 
truſt in him for future deliverances; ſo 
that out of 'weakneſs you were made ſtrong* 
 —ftrong in the Lord, and the power of his 
' might, * 

Affliction, moreover, has overtaken you, 
in common with other ſaints, and, per- 
haps, peculiar: trials, which you have been 
ready to think ſevere, as if the Lord was 
turned to be your adverſary; or, indeed, 
never was otherwite, I his or that trial, 
you feared was a token of wrath, not 
a paternal correction. It was a burden 
you were ſcarce able to bear, and poſſi- 
bly, ſucceeded by heavier diftrefles. You | 
met with nothing but vexaticn and dif- 
appointment. lhe ichemes you formed 
for relief, ended in confuſion, and the 
affliction was protracted, almoſt to your 
_ deſpair,— How wondertully, notwithſtand- 
ing, did God ſupport you, though invi- 
ſibly! How wondertully has he pointed 
out, the method of your relief! Thou 
broughtef us into the nei, ſuid the Plalmiſt, 

ü thou 
8 Heb, Xs 34. * Eph. vi. 10. 
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thou laideſt affiiftion upon our loins; thou 
haſt cauſed men to ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and through water; 
but, he adds, thou broughteſt us out into a 
wealthy place. — Poverty quickened your 
invention, and.rouſed you to a cloſer atten- 
tion to buſineſs, Or rather, the intricacy of 
your cireumſtances ſent you to the foun- 
tain of wiſdom, by whoſe unerring guid- 
ance you emerged out of your difficul- 
ties, and, it may be, equalled, if not: 
ſurpaſſed your former proſperity, with 
this additional. conſideration, that now 
you underſtood better the value of your 
mercies. The undiverted current of world- 
ly good, not: only palls upon the appe- 
tite, and introduces languor and ſatiety, 
but is in its own nature leſs pleaſant, 
than a life in which the bitter and ſweet 
are intermingled, It is the hungry, not 
the pampered man, who has a true re- 
liſh for his food; the laborious, not the 
indolent, who taſtes the agreeableneſs of 
reſt. And more eſpecially have your 
diſtreſſes been made lerviceable, it ſanc- 
tfed for affording you ſpiritual inſtruction 
1 M 6 —humbling 


t Pſalm IXvi. 12. 
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—humbling you under the mighty hand 


of God, that in due time, he might lift 
you up- teaching you ſubmiſſion to the 
Lord's will —-weaning you from earth, 
and ſenſible things, by convincing you 


of the world's emptineſs and unſatisfy- 


ing nature — fixing your deſires on God, 
your alone, your all-lufficient reſt — and, 
of courſe, training you up for the blef- 


ſed ſociety of heaven, Out of the eater 


came forth meat. — Affliction, in itſelf 


an evil, produced the moſt ſalutary ef- 


fects. It was good for you, that you 


had been afflicted, that you might learn 
God's ftatutes, ® NG. 


3. The church of God, alſo, in many 
ditmal fituations, has experienced the 


kind interpoſition of its ſovereign and 


head. Its ſtare low—its numbers few— 


religion generally neglected — Zion by no 
man ſought after — miniſters diiheartened 
— profeſſors backſliding — the truth per- 


ſecuted — the proud waters approaching 


to overwhelm it — and many weapons 
forged for its deſtruction, its ruin was 


looked upon as inevitable, — But ſill 
e e 
* Pſalm cxix. 71 F Jeremiah N 7. 
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Jeſus reigns in Zion; and has, frequently, 
converted the moſt unpromiling events 
into the means of its proſperity. The 
church was brought low, to ſtir up the 
members to diſtingulih themſelves in prayer 


for 1ts revival, and to make its conſequent 


encreale the more acceptable, and the 
more maniteſtly a ground ut thankful- 
neſs. The backſlidings of thoſe who pre- 


' tended to religion, have, perhaps, purged 


out the old leaven, and tried the graces 
of thoſe that remained ; as upon the de- 
parture of certain of our Lord's diſciples, 


offended at the ſpirituality of his doctrine, 


he put a moſt moving queſtion to the reſt, 
Will ye alſo go away ? and thereby ex- 
torted that noble confeſſion of Peter, 


Lord, to whom ſhall wwe go? Thou haſt 
the words of eternal life. And we believe, 
and are ſure, that thou art that Chriſt, 


the ſon of the living God. * Yea, God 
has made the broaching of error, the 
means of farther elucidating the truth, 
and the fury of peiſccution the opportu- 
nity, for hun to exert his Almighty arm 
in detence of his own cauſe. He has 
l | | made 
* John vi. 68, 69. 
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made the blood of the martyrs the ſeed, 
from whence a large encreale has ariſen, 
to his glory; and by the very defigns, 
which were aimed at the ſubverſion of 
true religion, and the meekneſs of its 
confeſſors in their ſufferings, diffuſed his 
golpel in the world, and convinced ſinners 
of its reality, its excellence, and impor- 
tance, —— Thus a dark night may pre- 
cede a bright and glorious day — the in- 
clemency of winter makes room, for the 
beauty and verdure of ſpring — and pro- 
vidences, to the beginning of whole ac- 
quaintance we are moſt reluctant, may. 
take their farewel with a benign and 
winnirg MO 


PART 1 


ROM the whole we infer, that it 

is wrong in good people, to deter- 
mine, becauſe the ways of God's provi- 
dence are for the preſent diſtreſſing, that 
therefore their iſſue will be untavourable, 
His engagements to his children, and un- 
remitted care of all their concerns, en- 
courage 


Diſ. 10. Jacob's haſty concluſion, 255 


courage them to ſay, whatever befalls 
them, 7 God be for us, who can be 
againſt us 97 . W hence then ariſe, 


II. Surmiſes of a contrary nature, in 


their breaſts , and whence proceed ſuch 
exclamations, as that in the text, Al 
theſe things are againſt me? -—— Why, 


1. From prelent feelings. — God has, 


for the purpoſe of ſtimulating to ſelf- 
preſervation, implanted in our frame a 


ſenſibility of pain. Pain therefore is diſ- 
agreeable to fleſh and blood, and afflic- 


tion, more or leſs, an oppreſſion; nor 
does an inconvenience that is unfelt de- 
ſerve the epithet of diſtreſs. It is not 


ſurpriſing, then, that when pain approaches, 


the mind ſhrinks back — that its retreat 
is in proportion to the magnitude of the 
dreaded object — or that, ſituated as God's 
people are in this world, divine grace 
does not ſet them above the feelings of 
grief. The fin lies not here (for even 
Feſus wept) but in the intemperate in- 
dulgence of grief. We may ſorrow, but 


not as thoſe who are hopeleſs, becauſe 


without 
Y Rom. viii. 31. = John xi. 35. 
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without God in the world. — The work 
ings of the mind of a godly man, how. 
cver, may put ſuch a dark conſtruction 
upon prelent afflictions, either from the 
mind's own inexperience, or from the 
ſuddenneſs, or intricacy of the trial. That 
ſon of the prophets, who firſt ſaw the 
army of Syria, Which encompaſſed Eliſha 
in Dothan, was a young man; he had 
not gone through the difficulties his maſter 
had encountered; and, therefore, imme- 
diately cried out, Alas, my maſter, how 
ſhall we do ? Whereas the prophet an- 
ſwered coolly, and, as he afterwards prov- 
| ed, reaſonably, Fear not, for they that be 
with us are more than they that be wiih 
them. * But it is not ſtrange, when 
the ſtroke is heavy and unexpected, that 
even a man of experience ſhould, upon 
the firſt impreſſion, be ready to conclude, 
ce J am ruined.” —* This ſtroke will fink 
« me.” © I ſhall never more hold up 
„ my head.” —And more eſpecially, when 
blow after blow is repeated, perhaps 
with redoubled force, and time is ſcarcely 
left for onc wound to ceaſe bleeding, be- 


fore 


2 Kings vi. 16. 
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fore a freſh wound is given, or the for- 
mer rent open again, and its agony re- 
newed. In ſimilar circumſtances, we have 
ſeen Jacob drawing the black inference 
our text contains. — And yet, methinks, 
though the confuſion of his ideas, at 
this inſtant, affected him to ſo great a 
degree, if conſideration had had its due 
place, ſuch would not have been the de- 


liverate reaſoning of his mind, —— We 


_ obſerve, therefore, 

2, That miſapprehenſions of God's good- 
neſs proceed, allo, trom unmindfulneſs of 
paſt mercies, — It might have occurred to 
Jacob, how remarkably God had at Bethel 
met with him, an outcaſt from his fa- 
ther's houle, and how exactly all the pro— 
miſes he made were fulfilled. — It might 


have occurred, that God preſerved him 


from the fraudulent attempts of Laban, 
when he changed his wages ten times, 
and from his open violence, when he 
purſued him with an armed force. *— It 


might have occurred, that, through God's 


merciful guidance, he eſcaped from Eſau 
who ſought his life, and that he aiter- 
wards 

d Geneſis xxxi. 41. 
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wards turned Eſau's heart to him, when 
he trembled moſt for fear of him. It 
might have occurred, how as à prince he 
had had power with God, and by his ſup- 
plications prevailed, from whence he ob- 
tained the name of Iſrael, with the like 
promiſes that were made to Abraham and 
Ifaac, * — All theſe particulars, if recol- 
lected, might have alleviated his concern 
for Joſeph, whom he ſuppoſed dead ; and 
raiſed a hope in his mind, that, dark as 
affairs looked at preſent, the faithful God 
would, in ſome way or other, over-rule 
them all for his benefit. IJ remembered 
thy judgments of old, O Lord, and have 
comforted myſelf,* ſaid David. It is greatly 
to be regretted, that, from a regard to 
God's glory and our own comfort, e 
years of the right-hand of the moſt High 
are not dwelt on, and laid up in the 
mind, to be of uſe as occaſion requires, 
The Apoſtle complains, to the Hebrews, 
Ze have forgotten the exhortation, which 
 ſpeaketh unto you as unto children, My ſon, 
deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the Lord, 
Wn 35 

Gen. xxvii. 43.—XxXxIii. 4. Gen. xxxv. 10. 

ePſalm cxix. 2. f Pſalm lxxvii. 10. 
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nor faint when thou art rebuked of him.“ 


Hence, one true reaſun may be aſſigned, 


why, when diſtreſs comes to people, it 
is an enemy they are not prepared to 
combat with, and they faint in the day 


of adverſity." To which may be added, 

3. Unbelief. — And this, as it receives 
ſupport from unmindfulneſs of God's for- 
mer care, fo it ſtrives to undervalue what 
God has done, and weaken every com- 


fortable inference, that can be drawn from 


a recollection thereot. 


May it not hence 


be accounted for, why chriſtians are ſome- 
times o reſigned, at other times ſo miſe- 


rable, under the chaſtenirg hand of God ? 
— Let faith be in exercite — faith, fixed 


upon the fulneſs of the redemption of 


Jeſus Chriſt — the freedom of his love — 
the abundant encouragement to truſt in 


him — the unbounded extent of his pro- 


miſes, to the ſouls that ſeck him; and 


his power and faithfulneſs to fulfil every 


word he has ſpoke —I ſay, let faith be 
fixed on thele truths, and corroborated 
by a believing remembrance of what 
God has done for the ſoul in particular, 
5 and 
2 Heb, xii. 5. „Prov. xxiv. 10, 
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and you may behold the chriſtian, with 
tears in his eyes ſmiling at grief — as or- 
rowful, yet always rejoicing — counting it 
all joy, when he falls into divers tempta- 


tions * — at leaſt, lying at the foot-ſtoo! 
of God's throne; © Not os will, but 


*& as thou wilt. The cup which my father 
* hath given me ſhall J not arink it? 
% Behold, Here am J, let him do to me, 
« as ſeemeth good unto him.” — Happy 
foul! He /hall not be afraid of evil tidings , 


his heart is fixed truſting in the Lord. 
But let the heart depart from the living 


God? — let unbelief have but a temporary 


ſway in the ſoul, and the ſame individual 
will be over-burdened with a compara- 
: tively light affliction. If the conſolations 
of God are ſet before him, alas ! they 
are ſmall unto him, He doubts — de- 
murs— heſitates — feeds upon his own me- 


lancholy — is unwilling to accept of reſt 


for his ſoul. © The golpel yields com- 


% fort to be ſure, he ſays, but does 1t 


« reach my Cale ? Its Prem es are large 


* and 
i 2 Cor. vi. 10. * James i. 2. 1 Mat, xxvi. 39. 
m John xviii. 11. 2 2 Sam. xv. 26. 
Pſalm ii. 7. p Heb. iii. 12. 
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« and wide; — they relate to this world, 
« and that which is to come; but do 
e they belong to me? I thought ſo once 
« but may I not have been deceived ? I 
« once hoped my experience was ſaving ; 
e but ah! what has occurred ſince? God 
% has been very merciful in former times; 
„ but ah! my unfruitful, wandering heart! 
„ My careleſneſs! — My love of 
“ earthly things! — How unworthily have 


I ated!—Can I have had the real poſſeſ- 


„ ſion of the grace of God? May not this 
« vilitation be in wrath, not mercy — 
% the beginning of ſorrows to me?“ — 

| Piteous caſe indeed! We remember the 
wormwood and the gall, and are taught 
to weep with you, and pray for you. 
— May God, moſt High, irradiate your 
mind — diſpel your darkneſs — and make 
his face to ſhine upon you! —— In ſuch 
a diſtruſtful frame, the whole Bible is a 


blank; no precious promiſe can the ſoul 


faſten upon, from whence to derive com- 
fort; and no wonder it concludes, Al] 
theſe things are againſt me, = - We muſt 
mention, in like manner, 


4. Impatience, as another cauſe of "nil; 


appre· 
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apprehenſions of God's proceedings. 
What opinion ſhould we form of a ſick 
man, who, the noment the remedy is 
adminiſtered, pronounces upon its incffi- 
cacy, becauſe he has not immediate eaſe? 
hat he is impatient, and will not wait 
for the operation of the medicine, — It is 
an opinion equally juſt, of the man who 
repines when God rebukes him. — The 
Lord declares, and thereby evinces, that 
he beholds, the end of his works from the 
beginning, * We are ſhort-ſighted creatures, 
who can deſcry but a very little of his 
counſel; and that only as far as he is 
pleaſed to divulge it. I is good, there- 
fore, that a man ſhould both hope, and 
quietly wait for the ſalvation of God. 
The former is the root of the latter. The 
language of the oppoſite ſpirit is, This 
evil is of the Lord : Why ſhould I wait 
for the Lord any longer ?”* Or if afraid 
of replying ſo openly and barefacedly, 
impatience will, at leaſt, clothe its mur- 
murings with the words of our text; lan- 
guage that, its principle properly inveſti- 
gated, is as proud and conceited, as un- 
dutiful, 


a Ifa, xlvi. 10. * Lam. iii. 26. . 2 Kings vi. 3 
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dutiful, unreaſonable, and unavailable , — 
proud, becauſe it arraigns God's wiidom 
or veracity, and goes upon the over ween— 
ing luppoiition, that our own management 
would be better than his; — undutiful, 
becauſe we are under the higheſt obliga- 
tions to him, as our ſovereign and bene- 
factor; — unreaſonable, as the very no- 
tion of mercy implies, that we have no 
right to the leaſt of his bleſſings; — un- 
available, becauſe the counſel of God Jn 
ftand, and he will do all his pleaſure * — 
Now, from what has been ſaid, of the 
cauſes of miſconceptions of God's deal- 


ings with his people, may be deduced in 
part, 


III. The proper 0 COTS defence 
againſt them; in general, that it con- | 
fiſts in a temper and conduct, directly | 
oppoſite to that unmindfulneſs of paſt 
favours, and diſtruſt of God's goodueſs, 
which are the root of impatience under 
his hand. — Thoſe who have entered prac- 
tically into the chriſtian ſcheme, are ſup- 
poſed to have had the beginning of this 
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t Iſaiah xlvi. 10. 
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oppoſite diſpoſition, ſupernaturally wrought 
in their hearts; and for its greater growth, 
ſtrength and vigour, there are certain 
means God has appointed us, to be found 
in the uſe of. As, 

1. It is a very neceſſary part of duty, 
to watch againſt the anxious, and carnal 
reaſonings of the mind. Be anxiouſly care- 
ful for nothing, ſaid the Apoſtle, but in 


every thing, by prayer and ſupplication, it 


your requeſts be made known unto God; 
and perhaps this will give us one perti- 
nent view, of what he adds, concerning 


| the peace of God which paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding — that it is more excellent, and 


will do the ſoul more good, than all the 


| fearful apprehenſions, and anxious cares, 


proceeding naturally from the human 
heart. The propriety of the obſervation 


ſtrikes at firſt ſight. Theſe reaſonings 


perplex the ſoul, take it off from its 
dependance on God, and thinking of 
him with delight, encumber it about 
many things, eat out much of its ſpiri- 


tuality, and unfit it for the due exerciſe 


of prayer and praiſe. — How cold, how 
languid, 


u Phil, iv. 6. 
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languid, how wandering, have our hearts 
been; how lifeleſs, how uncomfortable, 
and inſipid our ſervices, under their chil- 
ling influence! Whereas the property of 
the peace of God, is to ſettle and keep 
the heart and mind in a becoming frame. 
Theſe conſiderations teach us the uſe- 
fulneſs of watching againſt finful cares, 
and hint at the true method of oppoſing 
them. — But ſtill it remains to be en- 
quired, When the thoughts of the mind 
may be ſo denominated ? *© Prudence, 
« you ſay, muſt be uſed, and indolence 
« is not to take place of diligence.” 
—— True, But when is prudence lau- 
dable — when culpable ? Are your diffi- 
culties of ſuch a kind, that it is pro- 
bable, your prudence and circumſpection 
can extricate you? Whatſoever your 
hand findeth to do, do it with all your 
might; but ſtrive alſo to leave your ſuc- 
cels quietly with him, who directs the 
iſſues of lite and all its complicated en- 
gagements, —— Or, is your caſe, like 
Jacob's, ſo bewildered, that the meaſure 
of underſtanding you are poſſeſſed of fails 
of afttuiding you rehet ? Yet why art 

8 N thou 
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thou caſt down; and thy heart diſquieted 
within thee ? It is too ſoft a term, for 
the uneaſineſs, the deſpondency you in- 
dulge, in conlequence of your diſappoint- 
ments, to ſay that prudence dictates it. 
—- No. — Say it proceeds from the rebel- 


lion of the heart, — Prudence adviſes to 


hope ſtill in God, that we ſhall yet praiſe 
him, as the health of our countenance and 
our God. — I am well aware, of the re- 


luctance of the mind, in ſuch ſeaſons, 


to entertain ideas more pleaſing : but 


ſurely duty calls upon us, to labour to 


detach our thoughts from reflections, 
which have only the power to diſtract 
and torment, not the power of alleviating 
the pain, or healing the malady.- For 
this purpoſe, therefore, 
2. Another duty preſents itſelf. „ 
verſe much with the promiſes of God. 
— The mind will be employed about 
ſomething. As, therefore, you wiſh to 
guard againſt hurtful thoughts, let your 
memory be exerciſed with thoughts which 
may be profitable. Frequently read over 
the promiſes of God. See the loving- 
1 5 ; kindneſs 


v Pſalm - 5. 
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kindneſs of God therein, Seek to have 
a competent ſatisfaction of your own in- 
tereſt in them, Have you a good hope 


through grace ? Thank God for it, and 
| behold what a large catalogue of mercies 


falls to your ſhare. The Lord will give 


grace and glory, and no good thing will he 
with-hold, from them that walk uprightly,” 


— Are you doubtful of your intereſt in 
theſe bleflings ? Yer be not regardleſs of 
it; you know not the moment you may 


find your need of ſuch fatisfaftion. — 


Jeſus, the friend of ſinners, ſtill lifts up 


the ſtandard of his goſpel, As a ſinner 
apply to him, for an heart ſenſible of ſin, 
faith to appropriate to yourſelf the great 
things he has wrought, and holineſs, the 


fruit of faith, and effect of renewing 
grace. Wait on him for further diſco- 
veries of his love; and through him, 


the author and finiſher of faith, * view the 
promiſes of the Bible, and endeavour, 
that ſome ſweet aſſurance of God's care 


may be continually upon your heart, the 


| pleaſant topic of your meditation in the 
1 N 2 intervals 


*'2 Theff. ii. 16. y Pſalm Ixxxiv, 11. 
z Heb. xii. 2. 
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intervals of buſineſs, and a guard againſt 
the tribes of impertinent intruders, which 
ſeek acceſs, only to ſteal and to deſtroy, 
It is a proper caution allo, 

3. To beware of worldly-minded- 
neſs, and of fin.s- There are but few 
taſks more difficult, or more important, 
than to convince men, of the nature of 
 worldly-mindedneſs, or what the Apoſtle 
tiles, covetouſneſs, which tis idolatry. 
is ſo deceitful and ſo pernicious a vice: 
It puts on ſo ſpecious and alluring a 
form, while it cheats many out of their | 
comforts, and more out of their ſouls, 
— “ Buſineſs muſt be minded — the fa- 
emily provided for — great attention is 
“ requiſite — all the world acknowledges, 
«© that if the trade is neglected it will 
ebe loſt.” — Who diſputes ſo juſt an 
argument ? But it is criminal, when the 
affairs of life are ſuffered to juſtle out, 
the conſtant dependance of the ſoul upon 
God — when encreaſing ſchemes divert the 
mind from duty — when the man ſeeks 
rather his own gratification, than the ho- 
nour of the moſt High, in what he pol- 
ſeſſes 
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ſeſſes — when new acquiſitions create new 
wants, and whirl the ſoul around, that 
it knows not where to ſtop — when, the 
natural effect of the former particulars, 
the ſoul declines inſenſibly into a ſleepy 
ſecure frame, and carries a barren heart 
under the decent form of godlineſs — or, 
when there 1s added to the former the 
indulgence of immoderate pleaſure, and 
of amuſements, in themſelves vain and 
ſinful. The friend/hip of the world is en- 
mily with God,* has undone multitudes, 
and hindered numbers who ſet out well. 
As it draws away the heart from God, 
it nouriſhes unbelict, and betrays the ſoul 
into its power. Thus they that will be 
rich are expoſed to temptation, and often. 
have pierced themſelves through with many 
ſorrows, © Affliction teaches the vanity of 
earthly things, and the uſefulneſs of a 


| life of religion. It was David's happi- 


| nels, that when he was preatly ciſtreſſed, 
he could encourage himſelf in the Lord his 
Cod.“ But what will give that man en— 
couragement, who has ſinned away his 
comforts? What ſupport him in the de- 
a „CCC 
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ſert, who has ſpent his money for that 
which is not bread, and his labour for 
that which is not? — How is the back- 


lider in heart filled with his own ways! 
How bitterly does he lament, that he has 
ſowed to the fleſh, and of the fleſh reaped 


corruption — followed after lying vanities, 
and forſaken his own mercies | As 


then the hour of trial is uncertain, and 


you wiſh not to be borne ab ay with its 
rapidity, let not proſperity delude you 
to undervalue that preſence and bleſſing, 
which, in the trueft ſenſe, makcth rich, 
and addeth no ſorrow unto It. — Once 
more, > 

4. To give efficacy to all the former 
directions, let prayer be intermingled ; 
for as all our fatety and ſupport muft be 
derived, ultimately, from Gud, the proper 


notion of the means of grace is to be in 


a ſuitable poſture, for the reception of that 
grace, which may render our ſtrengeh 


equal to our day, While, therefore, we 


watch, the conſciouſneſe of our own WK - 
nels teaches to pray, leſt we enter into 
temptation — while we med:tate on tne 


promiſcs of Gud, to prey tor their com— 
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fortable application to the ſoul. While 
we gird on the golpel armour, prayer is 
that which, by engaging the Lord on our 
ſide, Joins the ſeveral parts together and 
makes them impenetrable — teaches our 
hands to war and our fingers to fight — 
enables the ſoul to ſtand in the evil day, 
and having done all to ſtand — makes us 
conquerors, yea and more than conquer ors, 
through him that hath loved us Pray, 
then, with all- prayer aud ſupplication in 
the ſpirit, watching thereunto ior every 
opportunity, and againſt every interrup- 
tion of prayer, writh all perſeverance.” — 
This is the method, of becuming proof 
againſt our enemies, who would weaken 
our ſtrength in the way — of being com- 
fortable, by living in ſubmiſſion to the 
will of God — the method, whereby the 
trial of our faith may be fourd unto praiſe 
and glory, at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, 
by its happy uwitluence, to 1urther our 
progreis in the divine life, and forward 
our advances to that world, wh re the 
righteous hall enter into peace, and reſt 
in their beds, each one walking in his up- 

Tt . riglitneſs. 
* Rom, viii, 37. f Eph, vi. 18. 8 1 Pet. i. 7. 
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rightneſs.* —— What a difference does the 
love of God make in the ſtate, and in 
all that reſpects the man! Here, even 
his ſharpeſt lorrows work out for him, a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. — On the other hand, the very 
proſperity of the wicked is their deſtruc- 
tion, as its tendency, is through their 
abuſe, to harden their hearts, and ripen 
them for that dilmal reverſe of joy — 
that never-ending agony, which muſt ne— 
ceſſarily reſult from an eternal depriva- 
tion of their preſent gratifications, joined 
to an everlaſting ſenſe of that wrath, 
which they are now eagerly treaſuring up, 
unto the day of wrath, Miſtaken ſouls ! 
In you is fulfilling the word of the Lord, 
J will curſe your bleſſings, yea, I have 
curſed them already, becauſe ye do not lay 
it 4% heart.' —— behold, the righteous ſhall 
be recompenſed in the earth, much more the 
wicked and the ſinner. If the righteous 
are in heavineſs through manifold tempta- 
tions, it is becauſe they have fin in them, 
and need to be purified from it. And 
if they have their full meaſure of trouble 
e 1 - 1 here 
b Ila. lvii. 2. 1 Mal. ii. 2. k Prov. xi. 31. 
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here below, and in this ſenſe are but 
ſcarcely, though certainly ſaved, where 
ſhall the ungodly and the finner appear; 
when death, the laſt drop of the cup of 

| bitterneſs the chriſtian ſhall drink, is to 
the unbeliever the beginning of ſorrows ? 
May theſe ſolemn reflections be bleſſed, 
for awakening you to conſider your latter 
end, and producing in you the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Chriſt 
Jeſus, to the praiſe and glory of God! 
Amen „„ ops 2 

1 1 Pet. iv. 18. 


„„ N. 
1. 
O God I cry'd with. mournful voice, 
T ſought his gracious ear, 
In the ſad day, when troubles roſe, 
And fill'd the night with fear, 
VV | 
Sad were my days, and dark my nights, 
My soul retus'd relief; 
* thought on God the Juſl and Wide, 
But thoughts increas'd my grief. 
III. Will 


29293 
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Will God for ever caſt me off? 
His promiſe ever fail ? 

Has he forgot his tender love? 
5 Shall anger ſtill prevail“? 
oo oe 
But I forbid this hopeleſs thought, 
This dark, deſpairing frame, _ 
Rememb'ring what thy hand hath wrought; 

Thy hand is ſtill the ſame, 

| V. 8 - | 
P11 think again of all thy ways, 
And talk thy wonders o'er, 
Thy wonders of recov'ring grace, 


When fleſh could hope no more. 
„ 
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